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New Visions 2030 and 
the Safety of Major Bridges in the Capital District 

 
Introduction 
 
The tragedy of the I-35 bridge collapse in Minneapolis earlier this month has appropriately 
prompted many to inquire about the safety of bridges closer to home.  Much of the public 
discussion of this issue in recent weeks has focused on current bridge conditions and the 
adequacy of ongoing inspection processes.  Governor Spitzer has charged a high level committee 
of major transportation agency leaders with reviewing these issues. 
 
An equally important set of questions pertains to the adequacy of long-range plans and priorities 
for preventing tragedies such as I-35 (or the I-90 over the Schoharie Creek disaster of 1987) from 
occurring in the future.  These questions are addressed below. 
 
1. Does the New Visions 2030 reflect a wish list of new projects or a commitment to the 

hard and expensive job of system renewal? 
 
 The New Visions plan is extremely careful to limit commitments to those that will not 

compromise the region’s ability to preserve and renew its basic infrastructure.  CDTC’s 
treatment of “big initiatives” makes it clear that new roads, transit or other investment 
must bring additional resources to the table – and it identifies the conditions under which 
this is possible. 

 
2. Does the 2030 plan specifically address major bridge reconstruction / replacement needs 

on the Interstate system?  Are budgets generic or are the needs of particular bridges 
considered in the plan? 

 
 Two separate working groups tackled this issue for the new plan – one from the 

perspective of the expressway system needs and the other from the perspective of system 
budget policies and requirements.  NYSDOT Region 1 contributed bridge information to 
CDTC for consideration in the development of New Visions 2030 which included budget 
requirements to meet system-level condition forecasts on three categories of bridges:  
Interstate bridges, other state bridges, and local bridges.  For the Interstate system, the 
budget estimates also included ones for specific bridges; for example, extensive 
reconstruction or replacement is expected for the I-90 (Patroon Island) bridge over the 
Hudson within ten years.  Major work on bridges and viaducts along I-787 and the I-87 
Mohawk River crossing is also expected in the next twenty. 

 
 A central issue confronted by New Visions 2030 is the aging of the Interstate system.  

The plan commits to systematic reconstruction of the system over the next 25 years. 
 



3. Does the plan reflect the realities of current project costs, such as global competition for 
steel and concrete, that are constraining the pace of bridge replacement nationwide? 

 
 CDTC’s bridge and pavement budgets reflect a careful examination of the rapid unit cost 

changes of the past few years.  The 2030 plan incorporates a nearly 40% adjustment to 
the unit costs for major highway reconstruction and bridge replacement projects. 

 
4. How does the plan deal with current gaps in financial resources? 
 
 By law, the regional plan must be constrained to “reasonably anticipated revenues”.  

While the 2030 effort has demonstrated that funding currently is falling short of the levels 
needed to meet basic commitments by nearly $200 M annually, it is unreasonable to 
conclude that there will be a permanent shortfall leading to continuous and dramatic 
declines in system condition and performance.  History has proven that funding support 
for vital transportation infrastructure is cyclical and that the public does not tolerate 
system declines indefinitely.  The financial estimates assume only that long-term patterns 
of funding prevail, even if the specific fund sources (gasoline tax, user fees, tolls, leasing 
of facilities) changes over time. 

 
 The recent Minnesota tragedy has prompted federal and state discussions regarding 

transportation funding.  It will take hard work on the part of many parties to maintain the 
public discourse on this subject.  No one wants to have the nation experience more 
tragedies before the cyclical public support for transportation financing inevitably swings 
back upward. 


