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Agenda Item III 



INTRODUCTION AND VISITORS' ISSUES 

Steve Iachetta opened the meeting at approximately 9:38am. There were 
no visitors issues. 

ADMINISTRATION 

Previous Meeting Minutes - April 3, 2019 

Members approved the April 3, 2019 minutes . 

IV. PRESENTATION - VISION ZERO AND SPEED LIMITS 

Eric Hathaway from the City of Ithaca presented on Vision Zero and 
Speed Limits in New York State . He explained that other states have 
had success in improving safety through lower speed limits and any 
Vision Zero initiatives should include exploring the feasibility of 
lowering speed limits, particularly in residential areas. 

Ross Farrell asked what the counterargument to lowering speed limits 
is and Eric responded that there is potential for a municipality to 
set the limit too low in order to increase traffic ticket revenues, 
but state law places limits on this so it shouldn't be a problem. 

Andrew Kreshik asked what the time required for a vehicle to stop at 
30mph is. How does this change as speeds are lowered? Are there 
diminishing returns? Eric replied that he thinks it's about 30-40 feet 
for every 5 mph increase in speed. There is definitely data and people 
should look it up to verify . 

Adam Yegelski asked what the impact of lowering the speed limit is on 
impaired drivers. Eric replied that speed limits are just a piece of 
the puzzle and cannot solve all problems, so impaired driving would 
need to be addressed separately. 

John Scavo suggested that it could be politicized at local level based 
on what neighborhoods want speed limits lower and which don't. Eric 
suggested that planners seek engineering guidance to justify any 
lowering of the speed limit. James Mearkle added that the FHWA tool, 
USLIMITS2, is good guidance and Eric agreed and suggested everyone 
take a look and try to use it to set safe speeds. 

Eric said speed limit setting was biggest topic discussed at recent 
National MUTCD meeting and he thinks it's a trending topic that will 
become a priority nationwide. 

Chris Wallin repeated John Scavo's concerns, and asked if there was 
existing guidance on how to prioritize neighborhoods and streets for 



lower speed limits? Eric repeated that engineering guidance should be 
sought and added that Police Departments typically do not ticket 
drivers 5-7mph over the speed limit because they get dismissed, but if 
you lower speed limit to 20-25, Police Departments can more 
effectively enforce speed limits. All of this should be considered 
when identifying and prioritizing streets for lower speed limits. 

Brad Birge said that City neighborhoods have an interest in lowering 
speed limits, but a lot of their major thoroughfares are state and 
county roads. 

Robyn King added that Cohoes has a traffic commission but is very 
interested in pedestrian safety and would be supportive of lowering 
speed limits in the City. 

Chris Wallin asked if there is proof that lowering speed limits 
would've prevented some deaths and injuries and if there are local 
people who have that information and are evaluating it? 

Mike Franchini reminded the Planning Committee that CDTC is currently 
developing a Local Road Safety Plan which will contain crash data and 
information for city engineers to implement these types of safety 
measures. 

Eric added that Cornell Local Roads Program has tools and guidance on 
safety and crash data. 

Sandy Misiewicz said that NYS is updating its crash data system to 
"CLEAR" which will improve crash reporting. 

Adam Yegelski asked how will speed limits impact the speed and safety 
of Automated and Connected Vehicles (C/AVs) . Eric agreed that emerging 
technologies like C/AVs are a concern in terms of safety because of 
speed but implementing stricter laws and lower speed limits now will 
help with safety of C/AVs as they are deployed. Also, automated speed 
enforcement is becoming more popular and is another available tool to 
enforce speed. 

Eric added the biggest obstacle to implementing traffic calming 
measures has been fire departments because state law allows fire 
departments to have the final say and their vehicles keep increasing 
in size. However, fire departments have been supportive of lowering 
speed limits. 

Mike Franchini asked if Randy Milano has experience in Albany with 
traffic calming and lowering speed limits and Randy replied that the 
Traffic Department receives requests and citizen concerns regularly 
related to speeding in their neighborhoods. 



Chris Wallin asked if there is an action item going forward to help 

move the region towards lowering speed limits? Mike Franchini answered 
"no," staff is available to provide technical assistance on safety, 
bicycle and pedestrian issues, and other traffic matters and will 
continue to support Vision Zero concepts . Eric said that he is doing 
presentations around the state and trying to gauge interest . 

V. FISCAL CONSTRAINT DISCUSSION 

Mike Franchini brought attention to attachment in handout that is just 
FYI for Planning Committee. The new TIP doesn't become effective until 
beginning of federal fiscal year. 

There were no questions about fiscal constraint. 

ACTION ITEMS 

VI. TRANSPORITATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

A . T122, Hudson River Corridor BRT: Final Phase 
Ross Farrell introduced Claire Miller, the new grants manager at 
CDTA. CDTA has received money from the Small Starts Program 
($27M) and money from Bus & Bus Facilities Program ($5M) which is 
remaining funding needed to implement River Corridor BRT . CDTA is 
planning on beginning construction of final phase of project on 
Monday and will be doing station site work in Albany, Menands, 
Watervliet, Troy and Cohoes . This amendment is to put the project 
on the TIP so that Policy Board can approve at the September 
meeting and CDTA can complete the project by Fall 2020 (can begin 
service) . Full construction is expected to be completed by Spring 
2021. Mike Franchini asked what color line CDTA will assign to it 
and Ross Farrell said "Blue." Central Ave is original BRT "Red" 
line which increased ridership by 25% on the corridor. A big 
piece of this project is eliminating transfers in downtown Albany 
and downtown Troy which is anticipated to increase the number of 
riders (humans) but not the number of rides. CDTA is not 
expecting as big of ridership increases with the Blue line 

because of the elimination of transfers but the number of people 
riding will increase. 

Steve Iachetta asked about the feasibility of doing a 
trolley/rail instead of BRT and Ross Farrell replied that funding 
isn't available and BRT is currently the most cost effective 
approach to enhanced transit in the Capital District, but it does 
provide the opportunity in the long-term to gradually transition 
to light rail if it becomes feasible. 



Members approved the amendment as proposed. 

B. R289, 1758.14 CR 114 over Powamppokonk Creek: Bridge Replacement 
Joe Teleska explained that this project is originally from the 
2010-15 TIP but another county project was a higher priority and 
that pushed this project out in order to be able to fund it 
(CRlll) . R289 was pushed out to this fiscal year and received 
amendment to get funding in place for design and anticipated 
construction cost increases but didn't know that figure at the 
time. 

Laura Sanda from MacFarland Johnson added that the PS&E has been 
submitted to NYSDOT, permits and ROW clearance are done and they 
are now just looking at this cost amendment to move the project 
forward. An engineer looked at different design options for the 
bridge due to geological conditions at the bridge site and 
decided they needed to choose a larger structure which is the 
least expensive option. 

Members approved the amendment as proposed. 

VII. UPWP AMENDMENTS 

Mike Franchini discussed the close out of the federal fiscal year and 
the need to make small adjustments to the FTA budget. Unlike the FHWA 
accounts, the FTA accounts need to be balanced "by the dollar" at the 
end of each year. 

Members approved the year-end budget revision. 

VIII. LOCAL ROAD SAFETY ACTION PLAN 

Sandy Misiewicz provided an update on the Local Road Safety Action 
Plan. She reminded the Committee about HSIP and the current 
eligibility requirements. The Safety Plan will: 

• address local issues that could be addressed through projects 
eligible under HSIP, 

• review ALIS data, 

• provide data driven process of addressing local crashes 

CDTC had a Regional Safety Summit, a public meeting, and a number of 
focus group meetings that included law enforcement and consultants 
that work on traffic reviews for new development which helped inform 
the recommendations in the plan (also did surveys and attended public 
events) . CDTC heard from municipalities what challenges they 
experienced to implement improvements included funding, lack of staff 
time and lack of awareness. The public perception is that cell phones 



are the biggest problem to road safety but this will never be 
reflected in the crash data because of current policies and ticket 
writing procedures. 

The plan found that there have been 30,000 fatal and serious injury 
crashes all roads region wide and 1 person is killed or injured on 
local roads every day in the Capital District. 

Most severe crashes happen on dark roads with curves, and there is no 
correlation with weather. The highest percentage occurred where there 
is no traffic control at all, and in more than half, a single vehicle 
is involved . 

CDTC developed a crash tree for crash causes by crash type and 
location. The consultant team and CDTC looked at the data holistically 
to divide it into emphasis areas: intersections, road user behaviors, 
age, vulnerable users, lane departure, and speed. 

CDTC doesn't currently have great traffic volume data on local system 
but created graphs for each county on emphasis areas so people can be 
aware of what issues are prevalent there. 

The study found that fatalities and injuries are more sporadic on 
local road system therefore systemic improvements make most sense. The 
plan will employ all "Es" (engineer, education, enforcement) in 
recommendations. The recommendations include ideas on lowering speed 
limits, and some recommendations which can be routine, low cost, and 
done as regular road maintenance. 

CDTC will be looking at how it can address recommendations in the plan 
in its UPWP. What tasks can CDTC do to be of value to communities in 
addressing safety issues? CDTC will continue to support and promote 
state initiatives like "See! Be Seen!" 

Next steps for Safety Plan after public review period ends July 12: 

• include recommendations in long range plan (New Visions 2050) 

• develop a project checklist 

• work with statewide partners (safety working group) to develop 
tools and resources 

• complete plan and make it available on website 

Steve Iachetta asked if data shows the Region is an outlier in the 
state and Sandy replied that the only area significantly outside 
statewide norm was motorcycle crashes. 

Robyn King asked if there are more motorcycle registrations in the 
region than others since motorcycle crashes are overrepresented? CDTC 
followed up on this question and concluded, in short, no. The number 



of motorcycles registered in the four counties that comprise CDTC are 
not even in the top 20 for numbers of registration per county in NY. A 
possible reason for motorcycle crashes being an outlier, is the large 
number of Interstates compared with other regions, which means more 
motorcycles pass through the region. 

Bob Rice commented that aggregating local roads may not tell full 
story because of urban/rural differences. Sandy replied that treatment 
recommendations will be by road types and classified as 
urban/suburban/rural. She emphasized the importance of roadway 
context. 

Greg Wichser asked about the lack of high accident locations and Sandy 
said most locations with clusters of crashes have already been 
improved which supports a systematic approach. 

Chris Wallin asked about types of vehicles in crashes and asked if it 
was easy to pull out the vehicle types that are involved in more 
crashes? The answer is "yes," and CDTC plans on pulling out this data 
in the New Visions 2050 plan. 

IX. NEW VISIONS 2050 UPDATE 

Chris O'Neill provided and overview of update process and the 
subcommittees developing white papers. He said the update will 
reinforce the good things in existing NV2040. It will include 
"Scenario Planning" or "what ifs" like how do C/AVs impact ownership, 
sprawl, urban development, etc. 

Chris also mentioned the new NYS Climate Bill and how it will be 
incorporated into NV2050. 

Bob Rice encouraged the Planning Committee to be involved in the 
development of the plan and commented on fiscal realities of long 
range planning. 

Chris O'Neill echoed uncertainty of financial future but suggested 
CDTC has role in recommending how funding is collected and allocated . 

X. BIKE TO SCHOOL DAY - Handout was available at meeting. 

XI. CDTC PROJECT DELIVERY UPDATE - Handout was available at meeting. 

Jacob Beeman from CDTC said a few modifications were made to the 
spreadsheet to add let date, which is blank for this month but will be 
updated in the future. CDTC will be requesting updates from 
Rensselaer, Voorheesville, and Mechanicville for next meeting. 

Adam Yegelski from East Greenbush provided an update on R309, 1043.58, 
US 9 and 20 Sidewalk Construction project. The Town received funds to 
install 2500' of sidewalk between C/O Rensselaer and existing sidewalk 



network on Columbia Turnpike in the northwest part of the town. When 
Columbia Turnpike was widened, a number of sidewalk gaps were made due 
to various reasons related to geography and lack of ped traffic at the 
time. The Town progressed the project due to a pedestrian fatality in 
2016 in the project area where there are about 16,000 trips/day on the 
Turnpike and links on either side have over 25,000+ trips/ day. 
Additionally, there's a lot of pedestrian traffic and Town plans 
support filling in the sidewalk gaps up and down the Turnpike. The 
Town has prioritized revitalization of the Columbia Turnpike Corridor 
- there has been an increase in activity there due to Regeneron and 
the UAlbany East Campus. Other transit and pedestrian projects along 
the Turnpike are in process (i.e. ADA compliance, leveling and 
rehabilitating sidewalks, transit accommodations, etc.). 

Current status: selected CHA in April and waiting on state/local 
agreement execution. The Town anticipates design to be complete by end 
of federal fiscal year and construction is anticipated next year. CHA 
has already completed survey and mapping, environmental screenings, 
and will be doing traffic analysis in coordination with NYSDOT and 
CDTA re: bus shelter locations . There is a large slope adjacent to 
desired sidewalk location and will be working to minimize ROW and 
utility conflicts to move the project along. Lastly, the route is also 
part of the Empire State Trail's Albany-Hudson Electric Trail (ABET). 

XII. NYSDOT PROJECT DELIVERY SCHEDULE - Handout was available at 
meeting. 

NYSDOT has had a a few projects slide out a bit due to various issues 
but will integrate their project sheet with CDTC's project delivery 
sheet by next meeting. 

Steve Iachetta asked about bid outcomes and Greg Wichser said most 
bids have been as expected and there is nothing significant to report. 

XIII. PLANNING ACTIVITIES 

CDTA 

None. 

CDRPC 

Mark Castiglione reported the following: 

• May 29th Workshop: More than 150 people attended CDRPC's Spring 
workshop held on May 29th 

• Regional Indicators Dashboard: CDRPC is partnering with CDTC, the 
Capital Region Chamber, the Community Foundations for the Capital 
District and the University at Albany's AVAIL Lab on the 



development of a regional indicators dashboard. The project will 
make a variety of data more accessible and useful. Indicators 
will generally include metrics on social welfare, housing, public 
health, education, economic health, demographics and 
transportation. The AVAIL Lab and the project team are currently 
prioritizing indicators to include in the project, drawing from 
stakeholder input and existing examples of similar platforms 
developed elsewhere in the country. Beta version should be 
available in the fall. 

• 2020 Census: CDRPC is the region's lead participant in the 
Participant Statistical Areas Program (PSAP) . PSAP is the 
process that happens in advance of each decennial census to 
review and update census tracts, block groups and census 
designated places. CDRPC has received and reviewed changes to 
tracts and block groups proposed by the Census and has conducted 
targeted outreach to county staffers and all municipalities that 
have proposed tract or block group changes. Based on the input 
received, we have finalized the tract changes and submitted them 
to the Census for their review and approval. Most changes 
involved simply splitting tracts or aligning tracts better with 
natural or municipal boundaries. CDRPC is looking forward to 
working with communities and partners to provide useful technical 
assistance services in advance of the Census. Mark mentioned 
that Mayor Sheehan has established a "complete count committee." 

• Technical Assistance Program: The CDTC Planning Committee and the 
CDRPC board approved 5 projects to benefit from the CDTC/CDRPC 
Technical Assistance Program this year including the following: 

Town of 
Bethlehem 

Development Growth Trends Analysis 

Town of Guidance to Support a Coeymans Comprehensive 
Coeymans Plan Update 

Village of 
Practices and Feasibility 

Menands 
Farmers Market Best 

City of 
Rensselaer 

General Community Planning Assistance 

Village of NYS Routes 5 and 50 Traffic Data & Case Study 
Scotia Review 

CDRPC will be the lead on the Bethlehem, Coeymans, Menands, City of 
Rensselaer projects and CDTC will lead on the Scotia Project. 

NYSDOT 
Commissioner Marie Therese Dominguez was confirmed by the NYS 
Legislature and she is starting to make the rounds around the state. 



Joe Teleska asked if the Extreme Winter Recovery (EWR) letter is 
coming out soon? NYSDOT replied that it was approved in budget but 
haven't seen motion that triggers letter yet. Joe asked for details 
but NYSDOT said they have to wait on letter for details. 

Albany County Airport Authority 

Steve Iachetta reported that enplanement growth continues and the 
Airport is currently making $250M construction improvements. 

Albany Port District Commission 

Tony Vasil reported that last year the Port was up 20% of ship tonnage 
due to two major projects - Cricket Valley near Poughkeepsie and 
Fairview Projects in Johnstown. There are no major projects this year 
due to 3 major power generation companies that are having issues and 
because of tariffs. The Port started working on a project for 
Springfield, MA in 2011 and in 2018 a plant was built by China 
Railroad Company (CRRC) The Port had a contract to handle subway car 
bodies for them for Boston transit system, but due to tariffs, 
everything has been delayed and no subway cars are moving. On the 
other hand, the Port picked up around 60,000 lbs. of wood pulp from 
Sweden which is being shipped to P&G in Pennsylvania. 

Linkage - Handout was available at meeting. 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:20 AM. The next Planning Committee 
meeting will be August 7, 2019 at 9:30 AM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michael V. Franchini 


