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Work Underway To Develop the 2019-2024
Transportation Improvement Program
Since October 2018, CDTC has been working to update its capital program of transportation projects known as the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). The 2019-2024 TIP
will cover the five Federal Fiscal Years (FFYs) between October 1, 2019 and September 30,
2024. Projects that utilize federal transportation funds in Albany, Rensselaer, Saratoga and
Schenectady counties (with the exception of the Village of South Glens Falls and the Town
of Moreau) are required to be included in the TIP. A wide range of project types utilize federal transportation funds including road paving, bridge repairs and replacements, sidewalk
construction and rehabilitation, trail development, CDTA transit facilities and many others.
Project sponsors include State Agencies, Regional Authorities, Counties, Cities, Towns and
Villages.
Federal transportation funding targets received from NYSDOT for CDTC’s planning area
indicate over $300 M, or roughly $65 M per year are available to assign to projects in
the 2019-2024 TIP. Project commitments in CDTC’s 2016-2021 TIP have priority and are
brought into the new TIP first, following confirmation of their cost and scope. CDTC and its
members also take into consideration regional set-asides for a variety of projects including
support for the NYSDOT Transportation Management Center, CDTA’s Bus Rapid Transit Program, Local Low Volume Roads and Bridges and Bicycle and Pedestrian projects. Following
agreement by CDTC’s Planning Committee on the existing project costs and on the value of
regional set-asides, the addition of new projects will be considered.
In October 2018, CDTC issued a solicitation for new projects resulting in 99 candidate
transportation projects from 24 different project sponsors valued at roughly $456 M. See
the table below for a breakdown of the proposals by project type.
(Continued on Page 4)

Quotable Quote

“Nothing compares to the
simple pleasure of riding a
bike”
-John F. Kennedy

2019-2024 Candidate TIP Projects by Type
Bicycle/Pedestrian
Bridge Preservation
Bridge Replacement
Pavement Preservation
Pavement Reconstruction
Local Low Volume Roads and Bridges
Intersection
Safety
Other*
Total

Proposed Cost ($M)
$
24.478
$
109.857
$
77.703
$
98.071
$
60.616
$
17.150
$
17.998
$
11.844
$
38.670
$
456.388

* Includes project proposals for Container on Barge service at the Port of Albany, a
NYSDOT sign structure set-aside, two NYSDOT Planning and Environmental
Linkage Studies and the Albany Skyway.
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CDTC ADA Self-Analysis and Transition Plan
As a recipient of federal funding, CDTC must comply with a
variety of federal and state legislative regulations. Regarding
matters of nondiscrimination on the basis of disability, CDTC
falls under two federal laws, the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973. CDTC is required to make reasonable modification to
policies, practices and procedures where necessary to avoid
discrimination.
In January, CDTC approved a Self-Analysis and Transition Plan
of its policies, practices, and procedures. It contains a nondiscrimination statement as well as a grievance procedure and
complaint form. It evaluates CDTC’s public meetings policy,
its written publications, the office location including access to
the office space and toilet rooms, and its website. The Transition Plan specifies improvements CDTC will make or cause
to be made, as well as a timeline for those improvements. It
ranges from an implementation within three months to four
years.
To assist in evaluation of the office premises, CDTC staff used
the ADA Checklist for Existing Facilities (see www.ADAchecklist.org) based on the 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design produced by the Institute for Human Centered Design,
with reference to the 2010 ADA Standards when necessary.
As CDTC leases office space, we will be working with the property owner to implement changes that we are unable to do
ourselves. This will become part of CDTC’s next leasing agreement.
CDTC is committed to complying with both the letter and spirit
of the requirements set forth in Title II of the ADA and Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act (hereafter ADA/504). In addition, CDTC continues to work with counties, cities, towns, and
villages to encourage evaluation of sidewalk condition under
the Americans with Disabilities Act and the creation of Transition Plans to improve compliance.

Repairs blocking sidewalk, Source: FHWA

Sidewalk on Wolf Road after recent snowfall, Source: CDTC

Difficult to access pedestrian crossing buttons, Source: FHWA
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Craig-Main Linkage Study Kicks-Off
CDTC and the City of Schenectady have recently kicked-off a
new Linkage Study to develop recommendations for improved
bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure along the Craig StreetMain Avenue (Craig-Main) corridor from Albany Street to
Crane Street. Due to low vehicle ownership, its proximity to local schools, and its distance to neighborhood and downtown
commercial districts, the study area currently experiences a
high level of pedestrian and bicycle activity, but lacks the appropriate infrastructure to safely accommodate bicyclists and
pedestrians. Within the study area, there are several ongoing
municipal and private redevelopment initiatives that have the
potential to increase density, create new transportation demands, and intensify existing bicycle and pedestrian safety
concerns. In addition to bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure
improvements, the project will also look to integrate green infrastructure, public art, and smart city elements into future
streetscape improvements.

Project Study Area Map, Source: City of Schenectady

One of the key elements of this study will be an extensive public outreach program that includes an interactive 4-day design
charrete (date and time to be determined) to gather input and
recommendations from community members. The workshop
will be held at a location within the study area and will be
designed to allow members of the community to stop in and
share their experiences, concerns, and recommendations
on how the corridor can be improved. Members of the project team will be present throughout the event to provide the
public with information about the project and develop design
concepts in real-time. For more information about the CraigMain Complete Streets Study please contact Jacob Beeman
at jbeeman@cdtcmpo.org.
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City of Albany
Awarded a 2019-2020
Linkage Project
CDTC’s Community and Transportation Linkage Planning Program (Linkage Program) enters
its 19th year supporting pro-active land use and transportation
planning in the Capital District.
For the 2019-2020 Linkage Program, CDTC issued a solicitation
for projects in October 2018 with
a December 14, 2018 deadline.
Five submissions were received
and evaluated by a team consisting of staff from CDTC, NYSDOT, CDTA and CDRPC.

Work Underway To Develop the 2019-2024
Transportation Improvement Program
(Continued from Page 1)

CDTC staff spent December 2018 and January 2019 evaluating the projects, vetting the
projects with CDTC’s Advisory Committees
and responding to sponsor questions and
comments regarding the evaluations. The
evaluation of each project includes a quantitative and qualitative assessment of the project’s merits. A benefit/cost ratio is calculated
as well as a merit category score which sum
to a maximum of 100 points. To assist in the
evaluation process, CDTC developed an ArcGIS Online Interactive Candidate Project Map
along with a factsheet for each project.

CDTC’s Planning Committee is expected to
take action on the Draft 2019-2024 TIP at its
April 2019 meeting at which point the document will be released for public review.
For more information about the candidate
projects, project fact sheets, and the interactive TIP Map application please visit www.
cdtcmpo.org/tipupdate. For questions regarding the 2019-2024 TIP update, contact
Michael V. Franchini, Executive Director or
David Jukins, Deputy Director at pjp@cdtcmpo.org or call 518-458-2161.

Using eight pre-defined evaluation criteria, the evaluation team
discussed each project proposal and developed a qualitative
summary as to how well the
proposals met the evaluation
criteria. Based on that review,
the City of Albany Bicycle and
Pedestrian Master Plan project
was recommended for funding.
The City indicated an important
need with the limitations of the
current Bicycle Master Plan and
the desire to coordinate planning for pedestrian and bicyclist
infrastructure needs in a strategic manner.
The scope of work will include
a review of existing plans and
local policies, inventory and
assessment of existing bicycle
and pedestrian facilities and
conditions, an extensive public
participation program and the
development of a plan with recommendations that consider infrastructure, safety, education,
encouragement and policy enforcement. The award includes
$90,000 in federal planning
funds for consultant work and
$30,000 in CDTC staff technical assistance. Following approval by CDTC’s Policy Board in
March, the study will likely begin
this summer.

2019-2024 TIP Candidate Project Map, Source: CDTC
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The Capital District Trails Plan Is Now Complete!
In 2007, CDTC released “Tech Valley Trails: A Greenway Concept for the Capital District.” It was the region’s first trail system concept with the goal of creating a connected, regional
network. The plan has been instrumental in prioritizing trail
development, with over 40 miles of new trails constructed
since the plan’s release. In 2017, Governor Andrew Cuomo
announced funding for the Empire State Trail, a 750-mile trail
from New York City to Canada and from Albany to Buffalo,
scheduled to be completed by 2020. The Empire State Trail
will create a significant north-south and east-west spine of the
regional trail network, with Albany at it’s nexus.
After a year-long planning and public outreach process, CDTC
has released the 2019 Capital District Trails Plan. With the
Empire State Trail as its spine, the trails plan proposes a vision for 200 miles of new trails that would create a seamless regional network that connects cities, towns, and villages
throughout the region. It sets a goal of constructing 10 miles
of trail per year and would take 20 years to full implementation. While this goal is ambitious, it is feasible with continued,
steady investment in walking and bicycling infrastructure. In

2016, CDTC estimated 1.6 million trail visits annually, based
on counts at 22 trail locations. The proposed trail system
would attract an additional 1.1 million users per year and has
the potential to remove 17,400 vehicle trips from our roads at
peak-hour. A seamless trail system would clearly attract tourists to the region and provide Capital District residents a safe
alternative to driving.
An assessment of economic impacts of the proposed trail system conservatively estimated $48.9 million per year in total
economic activity in the Capital District from trails. This includes increases in direct tourism spending, local tax revenue,
and increases in local property tax revenue from increases in
home values. The plan also includes a Trails Management
Best Practices, which outlines several cases of trail development, maintenance costs, lessons learned, and resources like
sample right-of-way easements. Since it is meant to be a toolbox for local governments and trail organizations, a marketing
plan with a regional trail system brand was developed along
with guidelines for how to use it.
(Continued on Page 7)

Volume 11, Issue 3

Page 6

CDTC Participates in a National Working Group on Connected and
Automated Vehicles
Totally automated vehicles (self-driving cars) until recently •
were considered by many a concept for the distant future. But
today there are many companies developing self-driving cars,
and although the timeline is uncertain, companies are claiming that totally self-driving cars will be on the market within a •
few years.
CDTC staff has participated in a national working group on
Connected and Automated Vehicles (C/AV). In 2017 the Association of Metropolitan Planning Organizations (AMPO)
mobilized a C/AV Working Group to serve as a focal point for
metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) to engage with
U.S. DOT on C/AV programs, policies, and issues. The working
group identified ways in which the MPO planning process can

With appropriate street design and improvements in safety, walking and bicycling could become more attractive
and popular
Vehicle connectivity and automation are a potentially rich
data source for highway operations and planning. MPOs
and other transportation agencies will use this expanded data to improve their understanding and modeling of
transportation demand.

The AMPO C/AV Working Group held a Peer Exchange/Symposium from November 14-15, 2018 in Denver, Colorado.
The primary purpose of the meeting was to discuss the draft
National Framework for Regional Connected and Automated

EasyMile 61AV Driverless Shuttle, Source: CDTC

prepare regions for the impacts of vehicle connectivity and automation in a proactive way. They identified benefits, opportunities, challenges, and risks of these emerging technologies.
MPOs have an important role to play. Some of the potential
benefits that were identified include:
•

Improved safety by reducing driver error and connecting
vehicles to other vehicles, infrastructure and road users.
In the long term, there is potential for significant reductions in fatal crashes, approaching zero fatalities.

•

Increased capacity and reduced congestion due to vehicles operating with fewer incidents, reduced headways,
and narrower lane widths.

•

Expanded mobility for those currently unable to drive.

Vehicles Planning developed by the working group. The group
was also able to participate in a demo of EasyMile’s 61AV
Driverless Shuttle. The 61AV shuttle is now providing a pilot
service between the 61st Pena transit station to the Panasonic and EasyMile offices. The shuttle operates at speeds
between 12 and 15 miles per hour. A customer service and
safety ambassador rides on the shuttle to answer questions
and monitor passenger safety. According to the website,
“These vehicles have been operated in over 22 countries for
over 200,000 miles and serving over 320,000 passengers –
all with no accidents”. For more information on the AMPO C/
AV Working Group please visit www.ampo.org/resources-publications/ampo-work-groups/connected-and-autonomous-vehicles-working-group/.

Page 7

IN MOTION

The Capital District Trails Plan is now Complete! (Cont.)
(Continued from Page 5)

The Capital District Trails Plan has been adopted and is part of the region’s long range transportation plan, New Visions 2040.
These trails will be prioritized as regionally significant projects, which will help communities compete for funding. Cities, towns,
and villages looking to develop their own bicycle and pedestrian plans are encouraged to adopt the trails plan as the base for
their own networks. A seamless network of safe, scenic, and interesting routes for walking and bicycling will connect Capital
District residents, improve access to recreation, transportation, and opportunity, and help the region attract new employers and
businesses.
The full trails plan, trails management best practices, marketing and branding guidelines, and even a video created with images
captured by drone, can be found on the project website at www.cdtcmpo.org/trails.

Capital Region Core Trails Map, Source: Capital District Trails Plan
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One Park Place, Main Floor
Albany, NY 12205-2628
Phone: 518-458-2161
Fax: 518-729-5764
Email: cdtc@cdtcmpo.org
www.cdtcmpo.org
Chair
Mayor Kathy M. Sheehan
Executive Director
Michael V. Franchini

Albany County
Daniel P. McCoy
Andrew Joyce
Rensselaer County
Steven F. McLaughlin
Michael E. Stammel
Saratoga County
Kevin Tollisen
Thomas C. Werner
Schenectady County
Anthony W. Jasenski, Sr.
Joe Landry
City of Albany
Mayor Kathy M. Sheehan
City of Cohoes
Mayor Shawn M. Morse
City of Mechanicville
Mayor Dennis M .Baker
City of Rensselaer
Mayor Richard Mooney
City of Saratoga Springs
Mayor Meg Kelly
City of Schenectady
Mayor Gary R. McCarthy
City of Troy
Mayor Patrick Madden
City of Watervliet
Mayor Michael P. Manning
Town of Colonie
Paula A. Mahan
Towns and Villages
Jack Conway, East Greenbush
Peter Barber, Guilderland
Alternates
Louis Esposito, Princetown
Albany County Airport Authority
John A. O’Donnell
Albany Port District Commission
Richard J. Hendrick
Capital District Regional Planning
Commission
James D. Shaughnessy
Capital District Transportation Authority
Carm Basile
New York State Dept. of Transportation,
Region 1
Patrick Barnes, Acting
New York State Thruway Authority
Joseph Stahl
Non-Voting Members
Paul Karas, NYSDOT
Marilyn G. Shazor, FTA
Michael Canavan, FHWA

Calender
Please call CDTC to confirm.

3/07/19 CDTC Policy Board @3:00 PM, CDTC Office

3/12/19 Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee @9:00 AM, CDTC Office

4/03/19 CDTC Planning Committee Meeting @9:30AM, CDTC Office

4/09/19 Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee @9:00 AM, CDTC Office

5/01/19 CDTC Planning Committee Meeting @9:30AM, CDTC Office

5/14/19 Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee @9:00 AM, CDTC Office

5/15/19 CDTC Freight Advisory Committee @9:00 AM, CDTC Office
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