
COMMUNITY PLANNER FORUM 
Date: March 16, 2023  

Start Time:  9:30 AM           

End Time: 10:30 AM    

Facilitator: Jen Ceponis    

Study/Project/Task: 1.75: Linkage Admin    

Attendance 
Name & Organization/Agency        

Audrey Burneson, NYSDOT Region 1 
Planning Unit 

Catherine Lawson, UAlbany  
Chris Bauer, CDTC 
Jen Ceponis, CDTC 
Teresa LaSalle, CDTC 
Stephen Maples, CDTC 
Rima Shamieh, CDTC 
Liz Kormos, Village of Ballston Spa 
Meg Grenier, Village of Menands 
Todd Fabozzi, CDRPC 
Austin Erickson, Schenectady 
Lauren Axford, Town of Bethlehem 

Rob Leslie, Town of Bethlehem 
Anna Feltham, Town of East Greenbush 
Corneil Smith, Town of East Greenbush 
Susan Barden, Saratoga Springs 
Kim Lambert, Saratoga County 
Rebecca O’Dell, CDTC 
Ryan Riper, Town of Wilton 
Floria Huizinga, Town of Malta 
Mark Castiglione, CDRPC 
Kathleen Bell, EPA Region 2 
Linda von der Heide, Rensselaer County 
 
 

 

Agenda Items: 
1. Welcome and Introductions 

Not streaming live today. Meeting is being recorded and will be posted on YouTube.  

2. Land Use Hot Topic: Learning from Bethlehem’s Farms & Forests Conservation 
Program, Rob Leslie and Lauren Axford 

The presentation focused on the Town’s tools for open space conservation.  

Conservation Easement Exemption Program – not common in New York State because it 
requires state legislative action. The owner foregoes development in exchange for a 
reduced assessed value. The reduction depends on how long the easement is in place. A 
challenge is getting all the taxing jurisdictions to agree to reduce the tax reduction. 



Parkland Set Aside Fund – All municipalities can do this. Bethlehem imposes a fee on new 
residential development, then uses the money to fund parkland purchases, studies, and 
improvements. 

Farms and Forests Fund – This fund was created to purchase land and agricultural 
easements, to leverage state and federal programming, and to help pay for transaction 
costs such as land surveys. Funded through earmarks in the Town’s capital reserve fund 
end of year surplus.  

U.S. Census Updates  

a. Urban Area Boundaries 
Updates were released in December, 2022. Our boundaries have shifted in places. 
Irregularly shaped boundaries can lead to issues with road segment functional 
classifications where roads switch between an urban and a rural status many times 
along their length. Roadway functional classification can affect federal aid funding 
eligibility. 

b. 2020 Census Results status (CDRPC) 
Still waiting for the data release we need to do population projections. Capital Region 
Indicators website has been updated with ACS 5-year data 2017-2021. We now have 15 
years of building permit data on the CDRPC website (most recent year is 2021). 

Demographic multipliers by housing type have also been updated. This is a model that 
estimates the number of children that live in each housing type. Updated consumer price 
indices on website. Indices began to fall in 2022, good news. 

3. CDRPC Planning Updates 
a. Climate Smart Communities Program Updates 
 
Clean Energy Community Program and Climate Smart Community Program. Reach out to 
Todd Fabozzi if you’re interested in learning more about the programs or in Government 
Operations Inventories, Climate Action Plans, Community Energy Inventories, Facility 
Energy Usage documentation, Resilience Plans, and more. CDRPC applied for an EPA 
grant to develop Climate Action Plan for the region and work with stakeholders to work 
towards reducing their carbon footprint and implementing strategies for reduction. 
 
b. Other 
We will be issuing a Broadband Buildout Analysis RFP to identify where infrastructure 
upgrades would have the greatest impact. 

A NOFA was issued for funding opportunities for public works, targeting areas of distress. 
We will share additional information with communities through email. 

Working on an analysis of regional communities to determine level of existing compliance 
with the Governor’s proposed New York State Housing Compact. 

4. CDTC Planning Updates 

a. 2023-24 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP)  

https://www.governor.ny.gov/programs/new-york-housing-compact


Safe Streets for All regional project will be CDTC-led project 
b. Complete Streets Design Guide 

If you haven’t received a copy or your office hasn’t received a copy, please let us know 
c. Equity Policy Development  

CDTC has focused on equity for some time. Additionally, BIL has increased emphasis on 
equity. Policy will be shared with Forum once it is developed. 

d. Metropolitan Transportation Plan update schedule 
New Visions Virtual Learning Series is being retired, but you can still request a virtual 
training. The MTP is getting a major retooling. Work will begin in 2023 with an expected 
adoption date in 2025. Related to this, CDTC will be rebranded and renamed this year. 

e. CDTC/CDRPC Technical Assistance Program  
Opening in April. Reach out to techassit@CDRPC.org with ideas. 

f. Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL)  
The CDTC webpage continues to be updated. Charging & Fueling Infrastructure Program – 
just released. PROTECT program is expected to open in Winter/ Spring 2023. Reconnecting 
Communities program is expected to reopen late Spring 2023. The statewide plan is 
underway with funding expected late Spring 2023. Safe Streets for All is expected to open in 
April, 2023. 
 
Transportation Disadvantaged Census Tracts (Historically Disadvantaged Communities) 
Map – we are working on a table to summarize which map to use for which grant resource. 
 

g. Planning Study Status  
See summary table for all projects (included). Smart Mobility Toolbox is complete and 
includes some good peer studies. The Bus Lane Feasibility Study and the Village of 
Menands Linkage are both complete. Rensselaer and Troy Linkage studies, the Albany 
County Loop Trail Feasibility Study, the Regional Truck Parking Study, and the Albany ADA 
Transition Plan are all wrapping up soon. 

5. Training/Workshops 
a. CDRPC Spring Webinar Series, every Wednesday from March 15 – May 3, 2023. 

Registration is free. AICP CM credits are offered for all sessions. 
b. American Planning Association 

i. National Planning Conference, April 1-4, 2023, in Philadelphia, PA 
NY Upstate Chapter is offering free registration to students. 

ii. NY Upstate APA Mini Conference, September 15, 2023 in Syracuse, NY. 
c. NYSAMPO Conference, May 9-10, 2023, in Syracuse, NY  
d. NYS LTAP Center – Cornell Local Roads Program: Register for upcoming workshops: 

https://nysltapclrp.regfox.com/2023-engineering-workshops  
i. ADA in the Public Right-of-Way, July 12, 2023 in Schenectady County, NY  
ii. Low Volume Road Pavement Design, August 1, 2023 in Albany, NY 
iii. Federal Aid 101 Virtual Workshop, September 12, 2023 

e. Visit the News & Events Pages on both the CDTC and CDRPC websites for additional 
updates on training and workshops. 

6. Other Regional, State and Local Planning Updates 
TAP/CMAQ – Audrey Burneson of NYSDOT Region 1 Planning Unit reported that they 
are expecting a late spring/ early summer release, as usual 

Next Meeting: 

2023 Meeting Schedule: June 15; September 21; December 21  

https://www.cdtcmpo.org/what-we-do/technical-assistance
mailto:techassit@CDRPC.org
https://www.cdtcmpo.org/page/91-documents/transportation-improvement-program-tip/539-federal-transportation-funding-available
https://usdot.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/d6f90dfcc8b44525b04c7ce748a3674a
https://usdot.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/d6f90dfcc8b44525b04c7ce748a3674a
https://cdrpc.org/news-events/cdrpc-planning-and-zoning-webinar-series
https://www.planning.org/conference/
https://www.nyupstateplanning.org/annual-conference
https://www.nysmpos.org/2023-nysampo-conference
https://nysltapclrp.regfox.com/2023-engineering-workshops
http://www.cdtcmpo.org/
https://cdrpc.org/
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CDTC Hybrid Meeting 
Guidelines

• Mute your microphone 

• You can choose to use just the phone function 

• You can choose to turn your camera off if you want

• Use Zoom’s chat function or “raise hand” if you have a question during the 
presentation 

• Zoom meetings and chats (even private messages) are recorded; Zoom provides a 
transcript of the chat 

• CDTC is live streaming the meeting to YouTube 

You know the drill!



Agenda

1. Welcome
2. Featured Presentation Land Use Hot 

Topic: Learning from Bethlehem’s 
Farms & Forests Conservation 
Program 

3. U.S. Census Updates
4. CDRPC Planning Updates
5. CDTC Planning Updates
6. Training/Workshops
7. Other Regional, State and Local 

Planning Updates
8. 2023 Meeting Schedule: June 15, 

September 21, December 21 



Featured Presentation 

Land Use Hot Topic: 
Learning from Bethlehem’s 
Farms & Forests 
Conservation Program, Rob 
Leslie  



Bethlehem Farms and Forests 
Conservation Program

Robert Leslie, AICP
Director of Planning
Town of Bethlehem

March 16, 2023





• Comprehensive Plan Update (2022)
• Open Space and Farmland 

Conservation Opinion Survey (2018)
• Open Space Plan (2017)
• Parks and Recreation Master Plan 

(2015)
• Recommendations on Open Space 

Needs and Opportunities (2009)
• Normans Kill Riparian Corridor Study 

(2007)

Open Space/Farmland conservation are well supported



Implementation

https://townofbethlehem.org/783/Farms-and-Forests-Conservation-Program 



Landowner options. Community benefits.  

Bethlehem’s 
Farms and Forests 

Conservation 
Program



Public Education and 
Engagement
Bethlehem Scenic Photo Survey (2017)
Bethlehem Open Space and Farmland 
Opinion Survey (2018)

Hudson Kayak Eco-Tours (3/summer)
Land Conservation Stories events (2019):

“Meet the People Making Local 
Conservation Happen: Talks, 
Tastes, and a Tour”

Part One: Forests and 
Preserves
Part Two: Farmland

Going to where people gather:

Library, farmers markets, Five 
Rivers Fall Fest, Walk & Roll…



Public Education and 
Engagement

Bethlehem Scenic 
Photo Survey (2017)



Public Education and 
Engagement

Bethlehem Open Space 
and Farmland 
Opinion Survey (2018)
• Online survey received 1,504 responses 

over 2 months
• 12 multiple choice, 3 open-ended 

questions
• Overwhelming support for open space 

and farmland conservation
• Provided ideas about where, 

geographically, conservation is desired
• Breadth and depth of comments suggest 

need for continued public engagement



Summary findings
(Questions 3-13):

Rated “highly 
important” or 

“somewhat 
important” 

(combined score)

Water resource protection benefits of conservation 94%

Conservation of open space and farmland, in general 93% 

Public use, parkland, trails 91%

The conservation of farmland for local food and 
consumables (vegetables, honey, wool, etc.)

91%

Wildlife habitat benefits 91%

Community character 91%

Support existing farmers, attract new farmers, and keep 
land in active farming

90%

Concerned about development as cause of loss of open 
space and farms

90%

Scenic views 88%

Open space for hunting and fishing 54%

Public Education and 
Engagement

Bethlehem Open Space 
and Farmland 
Opinion Survey (2018)



Public Education and Engagement: Conservation Stories



Town of Bethlehem
Open Space Plan: 

Conservation Criteria Implementation (2017)

Open Space Conservation Values Maps
(natural resource inventory)

1. Community Character
2. Recreation and Greenways
3. Forests, Fields, and Wildlife Ecosystems
4. Natural Water Systems: Streams, 
Wetlands, and the Hudson River



Town of Bethlehem
Open Space Plan: 
Conservation Criteria Implementation (2017)

• Objective Conservation Criteria (25) 
• Parcel conservation value: Moderate = 2-7, High = 8-11, 

Significant = 12-19
• Subjective criteria is also considered: historic value, 

scenic qualities, etc.
• GIS analysis of data generated Conservation Priority 

Areas



Initial Town land protection options for landowners

Need new funding tool to purchase agricultural easements 
or properties that will continue as active farms or working forests

Term Conservation Easement 
Program

How it works
• 5 acres or more of open land
• Landowner forgoes development for a period 

they choose (15 yrs. – perpetuity)
• Landowner gets property tax break.  The longer 

the easement period, the greater the savings 
(50% - 90% reduction)

Challenge
• Farmers can already get larger property tax 

breaks through the State agriculture exemption 
program

Parkland 
Set Aside Fund

How it works
• Revenue from a fee on new developments (new 

people = new parkland)
• Only for parks, park equipment, or parks 

planning
• $ can be used for parkland acquisition

Challenge
• Can’t be used on properties where public access 

won’t be allowed, such as active farms and 
working forests



Conservation Easement 
Exemption Program (CEE)
• Term Conservation Easement (landowner 

chooses, minimum of 15 years - perpetuity)
• State enabling legislation - 2014
• Bethlehem Central School District and Albany 

County opted in
• Two other school districts have NOT opted 

into program – Guilderland, RCS
• Lack of participation from RCS has caused a 

few applicants to withdraw
• Similar CEE programs: Town of Clifton Park, 

Guilderland.

Conservation Term 
(yrs.)

Tax Exemption for 
landowner

15 – 29 50%

30 – 49 75%

50 – 75 85%

Perpetual
(forever)

90%

Tax Exemptions received by CEE 
Landowners



Conservation Easement 
Review Board (CERB)

• Serves as advisory body to Town Board
• Staffed by Open Space Coordinator
• Composition dictated by state law
• 5 volunteer board members with tiered 

5-year terms
• At least one farmer represented
• Meet as needed (quarterly)
• CEE applications received on rolling 

basis



Process of CEE
• Voluntary, landowner-driven program
• No cost to landowner  
• Town staff completes conservation 

criteria assessment (objective rating), 
survey work, pays filing fees, keeps it 
easy for the landowner

• Conservation Easement Review Board 
advises Town Board

• Conservation Easement Agreement 
• After public hearing, Town Board 

approves
• Town views voluntary landowner 

conservation commitment as a 
community-wide benefit



Current CEE lands enrolled

Many inquiries over the years
Applications received that did not progress: 7
Completed CEE participants: 6

Salisbury Rd. – 7 acres
Barent-Winne Rd. – 14 acres
Bender Ln. – 11 acres
Blessing Rd. – 41 acres
Old Route 9W – 60 acres
Maple Ave. – 20 acres

____________________________________

Total – 153 conserved acres
All conserved in perpetuity



“For us, the Bethlehem Conservation 
Easement Exemption program was a no-

brainer. We enjoy looking out our window and 
seeing this 11-acre forest, unencumbered by 

houses, street lights, driveways and cars, 
knowing that the land is home to countless 
wildlife and plant species, a pristine creek, 

wetlands, and tranquil solitude.

We decided to conserve our forest in 
perpetuity, which gave us a 90% tax 

exemption on this land.”

- Bethlehem CEE landowner



Parkland Set Aside Fund
• Established Local Law 7 for PSAF in 2001
• Idea is that more people will need more parkland
• Currently approx. $300,000 (after $1M pool project)
• Recent Town Board vote to update Local Law 7:

• Increased land reservation by approx. 400 
sqft/unit

• Fees to developers rose by approx. $500 per 
dwelling unit  ($2,200/SFH)

• Historically, spent $ on improvements (85%) or 
studies (14%)

• Resource for parkland acquisition projects



Henry Hudson 
Park owned by 
Bethlehem, 
borders the 
Hudson River

Downs land:
• 10 acres sold to Town as 

parkland expansion

Vlomankill, tributary of 
the Hudson River

PSAF parkland 
expansion project on 
the Vloman Kill

Will protect 1,600 
feet of Vloman Kill 
tidal shoreline

Partners: MHLC, SH

Important Hudson 
River Estuary 
wildlife and fisheries 
habitat

20 acres purchased 
– Henry Hudson 
Park expansion

Passive recreation, 
trails and kayaking!

Vagele land:
• 10 acres



PSAF parkland 
expansion project on 
the Vloman Kill



Normans Kill Ravines – A New Park for Bethlehem
• Create a new 147-acre public 

nature park by
 purchasing 68.8 acres of new 

parkland in Elsmere, and
 merging it with adjacent 

85.7 acres of Town-owned 
land in Delmar

• Landscape of forests, ravines, 
floodplains, and 
more than ½ mile of Normans 
Kill shoreline

• Located close to businesses, 
neighborhoods, and the rail trail



Normans Kill Ravines – Site Map



• For decades, the 4-member Salisbury Road 
Deer Management Group has bow hunted for 
deer on the Normanside property

• July 2019, they signed a 10-year lease with 
the country club to continue – this lease is 
recorded with the deed

• Lease ONLY allows bow hunting,
ONLY for deer, ONLY during the 3-month 
hunting season

• Town amended Chapter 79 – Hunting
“b) persons licensed to hunt who possess hunting 
rights established in leases on land acquired by the 
Town subject to those leases”

Normanside Property has a pre-existing lease



Existing Town land protection options for landowners

What was missing?: Needed new funding tool to purchase 
agricultural easements or land

Term Conservation 
Easement Program

How it works
• Landowner forgoes development for a 

period they choose (15 yrs. – perpetuity)
• Landowner gets property tax break.  The 

longer the easement period, the greater the 
savings (50% - 90% reduction)

Challenge
• Farmers can already get larger property tax 

breaks through the State agriculture 
exemption program

Parkland 
Set Aside Fund

How it works
• Revenue from a fee on new developments 

(new people = new parkland)
• Only for parks, park equipment, or parks 

planning

Challenge
• Can’t be used on properties where public 

access won’t be allowed, such as active 
farms and working forests



Farms and Forests Fund
A new tool for helping interested landowners keep farms, 

forests, and fields in Bethlehem



Farms and Forests Fund

This new fund allows the Town to:
• Purchase land and agricultural easements
• community purchases the land’s development value from an 

interested owner
o landowner can use money to invest in farm, retire, or 

whatever they want
o land is still privately owned and can continue to be farmed, 

but can no longer grow houses (or pavement)

• Leverage State and Federal funds
o use as local match for grants

• Pay other transaction costs
• land appraisals, title searches, land surveys, etc.

• Partner more effectively with MHLC, SH, others



Farms and Forests Fund: Authority

• NYS General Municipal Law 6-c and 6-g permit 
municipalities to establish Capital Reserve Funds for 
the purchase of land or rights in land (e.g., agricultural 
easements)

• Fund can hold or accumulate funds for land purchases 
at locations that have yet to be determined

• Residents may also make voluntary contributions to the 
fund
o Town not allowed to ask for donations



Farms and Forests Fund: Structure

• Primarily funded by a % of a surplus in the 
General Fund Operating Fund at year end
o Triggered when year-end unassigned fund balance is in 

excess of 21% of budget
• Surpluses can occur when unpredictable revenues, like 

sales tax/mortgage recording tax, are higher than 
budgeted, or when employment turnover creates 
unexpected savings

• From 2014-18, fund would have grown to a balance of 
$582,485 

• At end of 2021, $2M in Farms and 
Forests fund

• $500,000 cap recently implemented

Fund 
Balance 
Exceeds

Capital Reserve/
Farms & 

Forest Fund
20% 100/0
21% 50/50
22% 100/0
23% 50/50
24% 50/50
25% 50/50

26% + 0/100



Milltowne Plaza Farmland Preservation Project



Opportunity Snap Shot:

• 9 parcels (orange)
• Total area= 306.68 acres
• 8 parcels are active farmland
• 1 parcel adjacent to Town owned 8 

acre (future potential park)
• 1 parcel adjacent to significant 

mature forest stand (Van Rensselaer 
Forest Wildlife Preserve)

• Conservation Criteria Assessment 
scores are “Significant” & “High”

• $4M appraisal, $3M negotiated
• $2M F&F Funds / $1 other funds







Source: Save Bethlehem’s Farmlands and Open Space



Source: Balance Bethlehem



Milltowne Plaza Farmland Preservation Project

• Proposition #2 on the back of the November 8, 2022 ballot
• Approved with 61% majority
• Town closed on property February 2023
• Overall conservation goal to protect the land was achieved
• Exploring options for the property



Questions/Comments
• Robert F. Leslie, AICP

Director of Planning
(518) 439-4955, Ext. 1157
rleslie@townofbethlehem.org

• Lauren Axford
Open Space Coordinator
(518) 439-4955, Ext. 1106
Laxford@townofbethlehem.org

• https://townofbethlehem.org/783/Farms-and-Forests-Conservation-Program

mailto:rleslie@townofbethlehem.org
mailto:Laxford@townofbethlehem.org
https://townofbethlehem.org/783/Farms-and-Forests-Conservation-Program


3. U.S. Census Updates

a) Urban Area Boundary (CDTC)

b) 2020 Census Results status 
(CDRPC) 



2020 Census Urban Areas Update
• The Census bureau released the official Census designated Urban Areas on 

12/29/22

• Overall our population grew, with a small decline in the Albany-Schenectady UA 
and growth in the Saratoga Springs UA

• The 2 largest Urban Areas in our four-county region (Albany-Schenectady & 
Saratoga Springs) did not merge. (we thought they might merge due to the commute 
criteria that was used)

• There are some areas of retraction from 2010, most notably in the Town of 
Milton, along the Rotterdam/Glenville border, the Village of Altamont and the 
adjacent area, and western/southwestern Rensselaer County

6



2020 Census Urban Area Population Data 
Geography 2020 Population 2010 Population Change % Change

CDTC MPA 853,346 837,967 15,379 1.8%

Albany-Schenectady Urban Area 593,142 594,962 -1,820 -0.3%

Saratoga Springs Urban Area 75,684 64,100 11,584 15.3%

Mechanicville Urban Area 11,799 n/a n/a

Ravena-Bethlehem Urban Area 9,346 n/a n/a

Corinth Urban Area 3,870 n/a n/a





Minor Urban Area Changes from 2000 to 2020

2010 Name 2010 Census 2020 Name 2020 Census Notes

Albany-Schenectady Urban Area Albany--Schenectady Urban Area Called Albany-Schenectady-Troy in 2000 Census - Large Urban Area

Corinth Urban Cluster Corinth Urban Area Not Urban in 2000

Hoosick Falls Urban Cluster Hoosick Falls Rural Area Not Urban in 2000

Mechanicville Urban Area
Was a Small Urban Area in 2000 Census & part of Albany Urban Area in 
2010

Ravena Urban Cluster Ravena--Bethlehem Urban Area Was a Small Urban Area in 2000

Saratoga Springs Urban Area Saratoga Springs Urban Area In 2000 Census - Large Urban Area

3/22/2023 9



2020 Census Urban Areas Next Steps

• Wait for guidance and resources (data files, mapping applications/tools) from FHWA and NYSDOT on 
adjusting/smoothing the Census designated Urban Areas

• Adjusting the Urban Areas is an optional exercise that does not affect the population used for urban areas 
to determine funding allocations for FHWA and FTA funding programs.  Also, different agencies and funding 
programs use different definitions of urban and rural

• The ability to smooth and adjust the extent of urban area boundaries where they are irregular is allowed as 
a tool to avoid inconsistent urban/rural road segment functional classifications where roads would switch 
between urban and rural status many times along their length as a result of raw Census-delineated urban 
area boundaries often being irregular in shape. Roadway functional classification can affect federal aid 
funding eligibility

• CDTC will collaborate with NYSDOT and FHWA on boundary adjustments 

• Adjustments must be submitted to FHWA by December 29, 2023, after approval by CDTC’s Planning 
Committee and Policy Board

10



2020 Census Results Status



4. CDPRC Planning Updates

a) Climate Smart Communities Program Update
b) Other



CDTC 
Planning 
Updates

a) 2023-24 Unified Planning Work Program 
(UPWP) 

b) Complete Streets Design Guide
c) Equity Policy Development
d) Metropolitan Transportation Plan (New Visions) 

update schedule 
e) CDTC / CDRPC Technical Assistance Program 
f) Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) – status 
g) Planning Study Status 

https://www.cdtcmpo.org/page/91-documents/transportation-improvement-program-tip/539-federal-transportation-funding-available


The 2023-24 Unified Planning Work Program 
(UPWP) is being developed
• $1 Million in funding is available to cities, towns, villages, counties, and 

member organizations in CDTC’s metropolitan planning area
• Received 18 proposals requesting over $1.2M 
• Timeline: 

• Final proposals submitted: November 30, 2022 
• Planning Committee Programming: January 4, 2023
• Draft 2023-24 UPWP presented for approval to Planning Committee: February 1, 2023
• Public review & consultation period: February 2 – 28, 2023
• Final 2023-24 UPWP presented for adoption to Policy Board: March 2, 2023 
• www.cdtcmpo.org/2023upwp

http://www.cdtcmpo.org/2023upwp


2023-2024 UPWP CDTC Staff Budget



Safe Streets & Roads For All (SS4A)

• CDTC will administer a $1,150,000 
FHWA Safe Streets and Roads for All 
Grant for supplemental safety analysis 
and Visions Zero safety planning in 
the Capital Region. 

• Joint applicants include the Cities of 
Albany, Saratoga Springs, Watervliet, 
Troy, Village of Green Island, and 
NYSDOT. 



New Recommended Projects

Sponsor Project Name Federal Funds Requested

Town of Milton Town Center Plan Update $75,000

Village of Castleton-on-Hudson Complete Streets & Connections Plan $72,000

Village of Voorheesville All Access Complete Streets Feasibility Study $49,500

Albany County Broadway Flood Resilient Multi-Modal Corridor Study $100,000

Town of Rotterdam Curry Road & Guilderland Avenue Multi-Modal Study $75,000

Town of Colonie Central Avenue West Corridor Study $150,000



The Complete Streets Guidebook has been released

History
• Recommendation in New 

Visions 2040 (2015)
• Complete Streets Advisory 

Committee
• Reviewed other design 

guides
• Guided framework and 

content
• References existing design 

guidance throughout
• FHWA
• AASHTO
• ITE
• NACTO

Sections
• Introduction and benefits
• Process, planning and design
• Example typologies (Complete 

Streets not the same 
everywhere)

• Toolbox
• Sidewalks
• Roadways
• Intersections
• Curbsides 



CDTC is drafting an Equity Policy 

• The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) has increased emphasis on equity in the 
transportation planning process

• Federal discretionary programs in the BIL have reinforced this priority by adding 
equity as a foundational program principle or as a project selection criterion

• The Biden Administration and Federal Highway Administration have made 
reconnecting communities and ensuring the inclusion of historically and 
economically disadvantaged groups in the planning, project selection and design 
process a priority

• A draft CDTC policy will be presented to Planning Committee and Policy Board for 
approval 



Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) 
implementation & planned update 
• New Visions Virtual Learning Series is being retired
• All materials are still on website at 

www.cdtcmpo.org/nv2050
• Request virtual training
---------------------------------------------------------------------
• MTP Update & scope- anticipate adoption of new MTP 

in late 2025 
• Regional Trends Report – Spring 2023 
• Branding & Design – Summer 2023 
• Kick-off public outreach – Fall 2023

http://www.cdtcmpo.org/nv2050


CDTC/CDRPC Technical Assistance Program

How to Apply:
If your community is interested in applying, you must 
contact CDRPC and CDTC to discuss your request. 

Send an email to techassist@CDRPC.org or call 518-
458-2161 and provide your name, phone number and 
a time convenient for representatives to call you.

mailto:techassist@CDRPC.org


Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) www.cdtcmpo.org/BIL

http://www.cdtcmpo.org/BIL


• Charging & Fueling Infrastructure Program – NOFO released 
March 14th

• Safe Streets for All – grant received and expected to be reopened 
April 2023

• Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and 
Cost Saving Transportation (PROTECT) – expected to open in 
Winter/Spring 2023 

• Reconnecting Communities Program & Neighborhood Access & 
Equity Grant Program – expected to open Late Spring 2023

• Carbon Reduction Program – statewide plan in development; 
programming of formula funds expected by Late Spring 2023 

• Transportation Disadvantaged Census Tracts (Historically 
Disadvantaged Communities)*

https://usdot.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/d6f90dfcc8b44525b04c7ce748a3674a
https://usdot.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/d6f90dfcc8b44525b04c7ce748a3674a


Status of Planning Initiatives 
(as of March 1, 2023)



NAME AND LOCAL SPONSOR
CONSULTANT OR STAFF,
PROJECT COST,
CDTC CONTACT

FUNDING 
APPROVAL 
DATE

STATUS
ESTIMATED COMPLETION 
DATE

PROJECT WEBSITE 
LINK

LINKAGE PROGRAM
1. Land Use Regulations Update

Village of Menands

The Chazen Companies
$80,000

Rima Shamieh

Policy Board 
Approved 
3/5/20

This project is complete. January 2023 https://villageofmena
nds.com/government/
land-use-regulations-
zoning-update/

2. Route 4 Corridor Study: Inter-
Municipal Update

Town of East Greenbush

M.J. Engineering and Land Surveying
$90,000

Chris Bauer

Policy Board 
Approved 
3/4/21

The first round of public outreach is underway. A survey was developed and distributed. The first public 
meeting is on February 28, 2023.

July 2023 https://nyroute4study
.com

3. Rensselaer Waterfront 
Connectivity Study

City of Rensselaer

MJ Engineering and Land Surveying, PC
$60,000

Andrew Tracy

Policy Board 
Approved 
3/4/21

Public input from the second public workshop was summarized and provided to a stakeholder 
committee on January 17, 2023. Preferred concepts were selected by City. The final report is being 
prepared by consultant team.

March 2023 https://www.renssela
erriverfrontconnectio
ns.com/

4. Federal Street Corridor Study

City of Troy

Creighton Manning Engineering
$50,000

Carrie Ward

Policy Board 
Approved 
3/4/21

The Study Advisory Committee is reviewing the final draft that addresses public comments. March 2023 www.FixFederalStreet
.com

5. Town of Brunswick Hoosick Road
Corridor Study

Town of Brunswick 

Creighton Manning Engineering 
$63,000         

Andrew Tracy

Policy Board 
Approved            
3/3/22

Existing conditions assessment underway. First Study Advisory Committee meeting was held on January 
25, 2023. Monthly core team status calls began on January 23, 2023. 

September 2023 TBD

6. Sand Creek Road Complete Street 
Feasibility Study

Village of Colonie

TBD
$65,000      

Jacob Beeman

Policy Board 
Approved            
3/3/22

Project kick-off meeting was held on January 30, 2023. Consultant is currently working on the project 
website, purpose and need statement, existing conditions report, and finalizing the Study Advisory 
Committee (SAC) membership. First SAC meeting is expected to be held in mid-March.

September 2023 TBD

7. City of Schenectady Albany &
Crane Streets Linkage Study

City of Schenectady 

PLACE Alliance
$90,000   

Jen Ceponis              

Policy Board 
Approved           
3/3/22

The consultant team has developed a Public Enngagement Plan and is preparing the Existing 
Codnditions Report. The first Study Advisory Committee meeting was January 31st. 

November 2023 https://www.craig-
main-
connection.com/alba
ny--crane-
streets.html
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COMMUNITY PLANNNING TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
1. Riverside Avenue Access 
Improvements

City of Rensselaer

CDTC, CDRPC and City Staff
$10,035.50

Chris Bauer

Planning 
Committee 
Approved 
8/3/22

A focus group was held on January 27, 2023; a public meeting was held on February 2, 2023.  The draft 
tech memo was revised to reflect the outcomes of the focus group and public meeting, and is currently 
being reviewed by the City.

March 2023 N/A

2. Reconnecting the West Side

City of Saratoga Springs

CDTC, CDRPC and City Staff
$13,512

Jen Ceponis

Planning 
Committee 
Approved 
10/5/22

A Stakeholder Meeting was held on February 8th and CDTC/CDRPC staff are developing an Existing 
Conditions Memo. The next steps innclude developing a memo containing potential treatments and 
improvements to develop safe walking/bicycling routes in the area. 

March 2023 N/A

3. East Greenbush Natural Resource 
Iventory

East Greenbush

CDTC, CDRPC and Town Staff 
$13,552.34

Teresa LaSalle

Planning 
Commitee 
Approved 1/4/23

A project kickoff meeting was held on January 30th. CDRPC staff has obtained most of the map and 
data sets needed  from the Town (2 sets of data anticipated from DEC). Access to the Town's GIS 
platform has also been secured. Most of the maps have been completed. A progress meeting is slated 
for February 27th.

March, 2023 N/A

ADDITIONAL CDTC PLANNING INITIATIVES
1. New Visions 2050

CDTC - Regional

CDTC Staff
$100,000

Jen Ceponis

Included in the 
2020-2022 UPWP

CDTC continues to offer the Virtual Learning Series and Virtual Local Government Training. View the 
schedule and sign up for training at www.cdtcmpo.org/nv2050. CDTC is also monitoring mobility trends 
and will update and amend the plan accordingly. The next webinar is scheduled for March 21 at 3:30 
pm: https://www.cdtcmpo.org/news/nv-webinars.  

CDTC staff is monitoring local trends and preparing to develop a scope for the Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan update that is anticipated to begin in Spring 2023. 

Adopted September 3, 
2020

https://www.cdtcmpo
.org/nv2050

2. Bus Lane Feasibility Study

CDTA/CDTC - Regional

Foursquare ITP
$200,000

Sandy Misiewicz

Included in the 
2020-2022 UPWP

The final report was presented to CDTC's Planning Committee at their February 2, 2023, meeting. The 
consultant is preparing the final project deliverables. The project is substantially complete.

March 2023 https://www.buslanes
tudy.com/

3. NY 378 Bridge Transportation 
Scoping/PEL Study 

NYSDOT

WSP
$400,000

Susan Olsen, NYSDOT
Andrew Tracy

TIP Project 
A605/R344: NY 
378 Troy 
Menands Bridge 
Study

A Troy-Menands Bridge PEL Steering Committee meeting was held on January 18, 2023. Updates to 
existing conditions analyses were presented. Updated Agency Coordination Plan was prepared by the 
consultant team. The Transportation Partnering Committee Meeting #2 was held on February 15, 2023.

TBD TBD

4 Albany County Loop Trail Feasibility 
Study 

CDTC Staff
$30,000

Jen Ceponis

Albany County 
support contract 
12/8/20

CDTC has developed the final technical memorandum which is being reviewed by Albany County. March 2023 N/A

5. Regional Truck Parking Study CDTC Staff
$137,750

Chris Bauer

Planning 
Committee 
Approved 4/7/21

The project team held a working session with the Freight Advisory Committee at their February 15, 
2023, meeting. The consultant team is refining the analysis to develop parking time-of-day and supply 
and demand profiles.

March 2023 TBD
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ADDITIONAL CDTC PLANNING INITIATIVES (continued)
6. ADA Self-Evaluation and Transition 
Plan for Pedestrian Infrastructure

City of Albany
Program capacity: $75,000

Carrie Ward

Included in the 
2020-2022 UPWP

The draft is posted for public comment at https://www.albanyny.gov/DocumentCenter/View/7737 and 
comments will be accepted through March 5th. 

March 2023 https://www.albanyny
.gov/ADA webpage

7. ADA Self-Evaluation and Transition 
Plan for Pedestrian Infrastructure

Village of Ballston Spa
Town of Guilderland
City of Troy
$107,000

Carrie Ward

Planning 
Committee 
approved 
11/2/2022

Ballston Spa and Guilderland will kick off in March. December 2023 N/A

8. Hoosick Asset Management Plan

Town of Hoosick 

TBD                                                           
$33,000      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Teresa LaSalle         

Policy Board 
Approved           
3/3/22

CDTC received two proposals, which are currently under review. September 2023 N/A

9. Design-Engineering Feasibility and 
Planning Study for Reimagining the I-
787 Corridor 

NYSDOT

TBD
$5,000,000

Greg Wichser, NYSDOT
Kelly Kircher, NYSDOT
Chris Bauer
Jen Ceponis

TIP Project A609 
Reimagining the I-
787 Corridor 
Planning Study 

The Request for Qualifications for architectural / engineering services was released by NYSDOT August  
17, 2022 and proposals were due September 7, 2022. NYSDOT posted an Engineering Opportunity 
Designation for the RFQ to Parsons Transportation Group of NY, Inc. in association with Foit Albert 
Assoc. Arch. Eng. & Surveying (20% participation); AKRF, Inc.; Fisher Associates, PE, LS, LA, DPC; 
Creighton Manning Engineering LLP. 

March 2026 N/A

10. On-Demand Motor Vehicle, 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Count Services

NDS (National Data & Surveying 
Services)
Up to $160,000 

Teresa LaSalle

Included in the 
2022-2023 UPWP

Several locations have been counted to date.  Limited counts are expected to occur between January 
2023 and March 2023.

18 month contract with 
an optional one year 
extension. 

N/A

11. Regional Signal Timing Program TBD
$100,000

Andrew Tracy

Included in the 
2022-2023 UPWP

The RFP was released on December 16, 2022 and proposals were received January 25, 2023. Six 
proposals recieved; consultant selection process is underway.

March 2024 N/A

3

https://www.albanyny.gov/824/Disability-Access#:%7E:text=ADA%20Transition%20Plan&text=The%20City%20has%20identified%20and,use%20trails%20that%20are%20paved
https://www.albanyny.gov/824/Disability-Access#:%7E:text=ADA%20Transition%20Plan&text=The%20City%20has%20identified%20and,use%20trails%20that%20are%20paved


The Smart Mobility Toolbox is complete!

www.cdtcmpo.org/smart_communities

1. Case studies from peer metro areas / cities
• Buffalo, NY
• Minneapolis, MN
• Columbus, OH
• Other

2. Smart Community Tools 
• Non-Vehicular mobility
• Traffic management
• Energy & infrastructure 
• Parking management
• Smart Transit
• Connected / autonomous / electric vehicles

3. Implementation Roadmap 
• Simple
• Advanced
• Dynamic

Example of implementation matrix 

http://www.cdtcmpo.org/smart_communities






Upcoming Training / Workshops

a. CDRPC Spring Webinar Series, every Wednesday from March 15 – May 3, 
2023. Registration is free. 

b. American Planning Association
i. National Planning Conference, April 1-4, 2023, in Philadelphia, PA 
ii. NY Upstate APA Mini Conference, September 15, 2023 in Syracuse, NY.

c. NYS LTAP Center – Cornell Local Roads Program: Register for upcoming 
workshops: https://nysltapclrp.regfox.com/2023-engineering-workshops

i. Federal Aid 101 Virtual Workshop, September 12, 2023
ii. ADA in the Public Right-of-Way, July 12, 2023 in Schenectady County, NY 
iii. Low-Volume Road Pavement Design, August 1, 2023 in Albany, NY

Visit the News & Events Pages on both the CDTC and 
CDRPC websites for additional updates on training and 
workshops

https://cdrpc.org/news-events/cdrpc-planning-and-zoning-webinar-series
https://www.planning.org/conference/
https://www.nyupstateplanning.org/annual-conference
https://nysltapclrp.regfox.com/2023-engineering-workshops
http://www.cdtcmpo.org/
http://www.cdrpc.org/


Other Regional, 
State, & Local 
Planning Updates 
• Comprehensive Plans
• Zoning Updates 

• Traffic Studies 
• Brownfield Redevelopment 
• Downtown Redevelopment Initiatives

• Resiliency Planning  



Thank you! 

Capital District Transportation Committee

@MPOCDTC

@MPOCDTC

CapitalDistrictMPO

2023 Meeting Schedule: June 15; 
September 21; December 21 @ 9:30 am 
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