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Regional Transportation Coordination Committee (RTCC) Meeting

Monday, January 6, 2020 at 2:00 PM at CDTC Conference Room 
Meeting Notes
1. Welcome/Introductions – present were Maryellen Casey Usis, NNORC; Tina Mead, VA; Amy Carman and Marlene Hildenbrandt, CC Senior + Caregiver Support Services; Christine Cary, Town of Colonie Senior Resources Department; Lois Celeste, Saratoga Senior Center; Les Arras, Wildwood Programs; Donna Stressel, Sunnyview Rehabilitation Hospital; Greg Giuliano, Captain/Community Human Services; Denise Yannaci, Saratoga County Office for the Aging; Bob O’Connell, Carelinks/Captain Community Human Services; Jennifer Dunn, Saratoga Bridges; Nicole Brammer, CSSC; Kevin White, Schenectady ARC; Renee Markle, Schenectady County Senior & LTC; Betsy Mulvey, VTAC at the Albany Guardian Society; Carrie Ward, CDTC; Rima Shamieh, CDTC
2. Guest Speaker: Betsy Mulvey, Village Technical Assistance Center at the Albany Guardian Society

Baby boomers are creating a need for more creative solutions to aging that go beyond nursing homes and retirement homes. Where we live, how we socialize, and other environmental factors are significant determinants of health. The village model for retirement allows people to age in place, which is highly desirable for many people, and creates a community where older people can assist one another and socialize. Villages can take on several forms. They can be informal or formalized by incorporating as a non-profit, they can require dues or have no dues requirement. They can have paid staff run the village or have it completely volunteer-driven. The most requested type of assistance is for transportation. 80% of villages offer transportation assistance of some kind. The Village Technical Assistance Center (VTAC) works with interested groups to help them form villages and maintains a network of regional existing and forming villages. VTAC can assist with setting up a village’s governance structure, the cost of incorporating, developing a strategic plan, and more. The Guardian Society has a Village development scholarship award available.
3. Acceptance of prior meeting notes – notes accepted with no changes
4. Tools of the Trade

a. Tentatively Thursday April 2nd 

The Crossings is reserved from 8 am – 2 pm on April 2nd.  The program will probably be scheduled between 9 am – 1 pm.

b. Isolation – Kevin Costello contact?

Carrie was able to obtain his contact information before the meeting.

c. Carrie reviewed a few powerpoint slides from a webinar she attended given by Dwight Mengel in Tompkins County about their Mobility-as-a-Service (MaaS) pilot in rural areas. The pilot aims to increase the supply of rural mobility services through the transit agency’s (TCAT) T-Connect service that addresses first mile/last mile gaps, volunteer transportation services and a robust vanpool program. It also offers an enhanced Guaranteed Ride Home membership. The group consensus was that Dwight should be invited to present on the pilot at Tools of the Trade.
d. Carrie has successfully invited participation on the following topics to cover at Tools of the Trade: Alliance for Better Health’s Circulation program; the new Senior Transportation Guide; and volunteer motivation.

5. New Visions schedule

The Coordination Plan was completed already and will be incorporated into New Visions 2050.  Through the New Visions 2050 public review process there will be more opportunities to review the Coordination Plan. New Visions 2050 public outreach is scheduled for this spring with the final draft released in June. The Policy Board final vote to approve the plan is scheduled for September. The Coordinated Plan is final for use in grant applications.
6. 5310 solicitation status 

a. Expect information on new solicitation in January

The new solicitation has still not been released because the final OGS contract approval hasn’t been issued.  It is expected before February 1st, so the soonest it could be released is February, 2020.

b. All US HHS funds used for transportation can be used as match for 5310 (see 1:03:55 in first video at https://www.transportation.gov/accessibility). This was recently announced at USDOT’s Access and Mobility For All Summit in October, 2019.
7. News from around the table:   Other issues for group consideration/ideas? 

a. Carrie informed the group that CDTC is having an issue with its email.  Emails from the following may not work as expected when communicating with staff at CDTC: live.com, Hotmail, and yahoo.

b. Advancing Mobility Management Course in Ithaca June 16-17, by the National Transit Institute. This course is free for service providers, such as members of the RTCC, to attend.

c. Stopgap: Community ramp project providing movable access ramps for public places with a front step, Troy

d. CDTA Microtransit update. Flex was launched on January 3, 2020.  The app won’t let you use the service unless you are within the boundary.

e. RTCC members will get one last chance to review the Senior Transportation Guide for accuracy before it goes to print. It is expected online by the end of January.
f. Maryellen Casey Usis shared that Project 5, the Senior Transportation for Jewish Community project through Jewish Family Services is expanding its service hours to include weekdays 4 pm- 8pm, and Saturdays and Sundays 9 am – 1 pm. They need volunteer drivers. 

g. Renee Markle shared that Schenectady County received an AARP Age Friendly grant award.  There will be more to report on this topic at the next meeting.

8. Next meeting: April 6, 2pm, move earlier to March, or skip?

The group consensus was to consider Tools of the Trade as the second quarter meeting and schedule the next regular meeting for Monday, July 13 at 2pm.
