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MAP-21 includes a provision for the direct sub-allocation of funds under the new FTA Section 5310 Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities (FTA Section 5310) program – 60 percent in urbanized areas with a population over 200,000, 20 percent in small urbanized areas with a population of 50,000 to 200,000, and 20 percent to rural areas with a population less than 50,000. The MAP-21 FTA Section 5310 program consolidates the former Elderly and Disabled Program and New Freedom Program. The amount sub-allocated to CDTC for projects in the Albany-Schenectady-Troy and Saratoga Springs Urbanized Areas is estimated to be approximately $816,000 annually in FFYs 2013 and FFY 2014.

In urbanized areas with a population above 200,000, the MPO is responsible for identifying a Designated Recipient to administer projects selected to receive FTA Section 5310 program funds sub-allocated to it. The Designated Recipient is responsible for ensuring that funds are applied for from FTA, awards to sub-recipients are derived from the regional coordinated public transit-human services transportation plan, are made based on a competitive selection process, and that sub-recipients can meet all FTA requirements. Up to 10 percent of the funds can be used to administer the program. A statewide teleconference was held on May 10 between NYSDOT-Main Office, NYSDOT regional offices, MPOs, and public transportation operators to review the requirements of the FTA Section 5310 program and discuss potential Designated Recipients. CDTC and CDTA staffs participated on in the teleconference.

Potential candidates to be the Designated Recipients in this region include CDTC, CDTA, and NYSDOT. CDTC staff does not have either the experience in directly administering FTA capital and operating programs or capacity to serve as the Direct Recipient. NYSDOT has administered the FTA Section 5310 program (and its predecessor) for several decades and CDTA has experience administering FTA funds to sub-recipients through the SAFETEA-LU New Freedom Program. Pursuant to MAP-21, if NYSDOT is selected as the Direct Recipient for this region, our direct sub-allocation would have to be awarded to projects in the Albany-Schenectady-Troy and Saratoga Springs Urbanized Areas (i.e., there is no risk of award of our sub-allocated funds to other areas of the state) and need to be derived from our coordinated public transit-human services transportation plan (adopted in 2011).

NYSDOT has offered to serve as the Designated Recipient for any MPOs who would like them to act in this capacity. NYSDOT has requested that a final decision via MPO Board action occur by September 15 to ensure that any areas choosing NYSDOT as the Designated Recipient will be included in the planned statewide solicitation this fall. Accordingly, a Designated Recipient for the Albany-Schenectady-Troy and Saratoga Springs Urbanized Areas must be identified by the CDTC Board via resolution no later than at its September meeting.  CDTA and CDTC staffs, along with the RTCC, have discussed this issue and recommend that the Planning Committee consider recommending to the CDTC Policy Board that NYSDOT be selected as the Designated Recipient for Albany-Schenectady-Troy and Saratoga Springs Urbanized Areas Section 5310 funds. If the Planning Committee makes this recommendation, CDTC staff will prepare an associated resolution for the Board’s consideration at its September meeting.
