
 
 
 
 
August 26, 2011 
 
 
Mr. Michael J. Castellana, President Dr. Shirley Ann Jackson, President 
SEFCU Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
Patroon Creek Corporate Center 110 Eighth Street 
700 Patroon Creek  Troy, New York 12180 
Albany, New York 12206 
 
Dear Mr. Castellano and Dr. Jackson: 
 
The Capital District Transportation Committee (CDTC) is pleased to assist the 
work of the Capital Region Economic Development Council in advancing the 
cause of a strong, sustainable economic future for our region.  As you are aware, 
the CDTC is the designated Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for 
Albany, Rensselaer, Saratoga and Schenectady counties.  Members include the 
chief elected officials of the four counties, eight cities, towns and villages and 
representatives of state and regional public transportation and planning agencies.  
Under federal law, it is CDTC’s responsibility to plan and program investment 
in the development of an effective regional land use – transportation system. 
 
Your work today benefits from many years of collaborative efforts of CDTC 
with other regional planning and economic development entities such as the 
Capital District Regional Planning Commission (CDRPC), the Center for 
Economic Growth (CEG) and others.  CDTC’s “New Visions” Plan has received 
national attention for its unique, holistic approach to the subject of regional 
development.  The plan elevates the importance of issues of livability, equity, 
sustainability and economic health in the priority-setting process.  Over the past 
fifteen years, the principle-driven plan has been the predominant force in the 
selection of over $1.5 billion in federal-aid transportation investments in the 
region; many of these have been strategic investments in urban revitalization, 
intermodalism and economic development. 
 
As you seek to prioritize economic development projects for the region, you will 
do well to learn from the extensive, participatory regional planning efforts that 
have taken place over these past years.  Let me highlight just a few of the 
lessons learned: 
 

 The sensibilities of this region lean toward “green”.  That is, residents, 
business leaders and elected officials clamor far more for walkable 
communities, innovative transit and greenway systems than for more 
lanes on the Northway. 



 
 There is support among urban, suburban and rural constituencies for revitalization 

of our traditional urban centers; urban vitality is viewed as critical to the 
sustainability of the entire region.  There is a regional consensus that it is neither 
appropriate for economic investment to take place primarily on greenfields nor is 
it desirable for suburbs to absorb the lion’s share of 21st century economic 
activity. 

 
 An engaged public desires an active role in planning the future of their 

communities, community leaders are supportive of this objective and the urgency 
for participatory planning increases with the pace of change in any community. 

 
CDTC’s recent and planned actions reflect these points, with significant investment in 
such areas as urban revitalization, bus rapid transit, clean vehicles, rail station 
development, airport access improvements, highway technology, and joint planning and 
visioning efforts in nearly 40 separate municipalities.  These investments have validated 
CDTC’s principles that call for building a uniquely-strong region on the strengths of its 
individual communities with an emphasis on livability and sustainability.  CDTC’s 
adopted strategies and principles are again reaffirmed in the current New Visions 2035 
Plan, available at www.cdtcmpo.org and may prove useful in your work. 
 
Again, I am pleased to offer CDTC’s assistance in your efforts. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
John T. McDonald III, Chairman 
Mayor of the City of Cohoes 
 
cc:  Capital Region Economic Development Council members 


