
Capital District        August 24, 2011 
Transportation Committee 
 

New Visions 2035 Plan Update: Comments Received 
 
• Rocco Ferraro commented at the June 2, 2011 Policy Board meeting that the Plan should 

mention the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) and the importance of the 
partnership with the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority 
(NYSERDA).  

 
Recommended Disposition:   Add the following wording to the Environmental 
Impacts/Sustainability section of Appendix C: 
 

CDTC staff is in contact with staff from the NYS Energy Research and Development 
Authority (NYSERDA) on several fronts.  First, NYSERDA is very active in the Capital 
District Clean Communities coalition and has aided coalition stakeholders in successfully 
competing for funds for Alternative Fuel Vehicles and Infrastructure, anti-idling 
programs and feasibility studies.  NYSERDA’s aim is to help New York meet its energy 
goals:  reducing energy consumption, promoting the use of renewable energy sources, 
and protecting the environment. 
 
Second, CDTC staff has been asked on several occasions to help evaluate proposals that 
NYSERDA receives in response to Project Opportunity Notices (PONs) for 
project/programs that are geared to reduce vehicle miles traveled, reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions or to improve traffic flow through ITS technology.  Many of these PONS are 
funded through the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, or RGGI.  The Regional 
Greenhouse Gas Initiative is an agreement among ten Northeastern and Mid-Atlantic 
States (Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New 
Hampshire, New York, Rhode Island and Vermont) to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
from power plants. The RGGI states implement RGGI through a regional cap-and-trade 
program using uniform quarterly auctions to sell nearly the entire annual regional 
emissions budget of approximately 188 million allowances per year. NYSERDA sells 
nearly 100% of New York’s annual emissions budget. 

  
 
• The following is a typed version of handwritten letter received by CDTC on July 25, 2011: 

Re: New Visions Plan 2035 Update 
Applause! Applause! 
Cosmic shift from cars to community.  Recognizes aging demographic.  (I) am most pleased 
on safety emphasis and livability with walkable communities. 
Increase in young handicapped war veterans has especially concerned me. 
The writing must be mentioned as clear and concise.  Kudos all around. 
 
Sincerely, 
Rita Weis 
Vene Vidi Vice 
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• Steve Iachetta made the following comments by phone on behalf of the Albany County 

Airport Authority:  
o Wording should be added to the Plan regarding the importance of aviation and the 

Albany International Airport to the region’s transportation system.  The importance of 
the transportation system to Tech Valley and the region’s economic development and 
the business climate should be mentioned. 
 
Recommended Disposition:   Add the following wording to the Quality Region/Land 
Use/Integrated Design section in the Executive Summary: 
  

All indications are that the region's quality assets are becoming apparent to 
decision makers outside the region.  Affordable and diverse housing locations, 
good schools, colleges and universities, ease of mobility, modern air and rail 
transportation facilities and service, cultural and recreational opportunities and a 
clean environment appear to be significant criteria in location decisions of 
advanced technology firms and support Tech Valley and the region’s economic 
development and business climate.  CDTC will work with the Governor’s Capital 
Region Economic Development Council to encourage regional efforts to build a 
strong, sustainable economy. 
 

Add the following wording to the section on Congestion Management in the 
Executive Summary: 
 

The I-87 Exit 3 or 4 Airport Connector project has made considerable progress 
and the draft Environmental Impact Statement is nearing completion.  Final 
alternatives will focus on the reconstruction of Exit 4 and high quality access to 
the Albany International Airport, an important regional asset for economic 
development.    

 
o The photo of traffic congestion showing the old Exit 6 of the Northway should be 

updated. 
 
Recommended Disposition:   Update the photo. 

 
• Email received from Tom Werner August 17, 2011. 

 
The draft update continues a CDTC tradition of superior strategic direction for the 
Capital District's transportation planning process. It is comprehensive and thought 
provoking while realistic and attainable. The staff is to be commended for this document 
which will present a road map for the next 25 to 30+ years. 
 
One subject area that in my opinion could be strengthened is the whole topic of 
transportation management and operations from a regional perspective. In many areas of 
the country, MPO's have taken the lead in providing a collaborative forum for advancing 
regional objectives that define measurable operational performance measures. This 
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requires the active engagement of transportation agency operations managers and public 
safety/security officials in the integration of operations into the MPO's plans and 
programs. The draft New Visions 2035 Update does include numerous references to the 
Capital District's Congestion Management and ITS programs, but is weak in 
organizational structure and/or providing an active forum to advocate for operational 
projects and programs. 
 
While CDTC has a Regional Operations Committee, it appears from the web site that it 
has not been active over the past 4 years (most recent meeting minutes posted dated Feb. 
2007).  One place to start the revitalization of this activity is by developing interagency 
agreements for traffic signal coordination between the State DOT and neighboring 
jurisdictions which are essential for the CDTA BRT program and the Northway ICM 
project. An early challenge for the latter project is the traffic signals on Broadway in 
Saratoga Springs where a Federally funded project a few years ago provided new street 
hardware and a new coordinated interconnected signal system capability which has not 
been maintained as anyone who travels thru downtown Saratoga can readily attest. This 
section of Rt. 9 and Rt. 50 thru the City is the primary (and exclusive) arterial alternate to 
I-87 Exits 13 thru 15 and vital to a successful outcome for the northern section of the I-87 
ICM project.  (One example of a small MPO's success in advancing interagency 
agreements and collaboration for traffic signal coordination is the Fargo-Moorhead 
Metropolitan COG). 
 
I would suggest the first step is to appoint a "champion" who has the interest and passion 
to move ahead and lead the revitalization of a working committee of transportation 
operations and public safety personnel from CDTC's member agencies.  There are many 
references and web sites where CDTC can obtain information on Planning for Operations 
and how to pursue this subject further.  A few include; TRB Regional Transportation 
Systems Management & Operations (RTSMO) Committee 
http://sites.google.com/site/trbrtsmocommittee RTSMO web site provides a listing of 
several model interagency operating agreements.  National Transportation Operations 
Coalition (NTOC) - a national foundation for institutionalizing management and 
operations into the transportation industry <www.ntoctalks.com> FHWA technical 
resource centers and FHWA web site on Planning for Operations.  Washington Region 
Metro Area Transportation Operations Coordination (MATOC) Program and Steering 
Committee North Central Texas COG (Dallas-Ft. Worth Area). 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment. Hopefully these comments can 
provoke thought to help strengthen an already excellent document. 
 
Tom Werner 

 
Recommended Disposition:   The CDTC website will be corrected to show that the last 
meeting of the Regional Operations Committee was in July 2009.  Subsequent to that 
meeting, a Regional Operations Initiative proposal was submitted to the Planning 
Committee which would provide operations planning and on-call support for 
municipalities for operations.  Due to very limited funding availability, funding for this 
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initiative has not been approved.  It is recommended that the following wording be added 
to the Plan under “Ideas/Exploration for the 2040 Plan”, in the Congestion Management 
section on page 17 of the Executive Summary: 
 

CDTC will continue to explore options for implementing the recommendations of 
the Regional Operations Committee.  The results and products of the The 
Northway Integrated Corridor Management (ICM) Study, currently under way, 
will be considered for implementation in the Northway corridor, and opportunities 
to extend the findings of this study more broadly in the Capital Region will be 
pursued.  
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