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Background 
 
In September 2009, CDTC initiated its 2010-15 TIP update by soliciting project proposals for 
“anticipatory funding”.  The update effort was intended to not only generate the Capital 
District’s program for the four years (October 2010 through September 2014) that would be 
incorporated into the official Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP), but also 
set some priorities for access to additional federal funds expected from reauthorization of the 
federal transportation program. 
 
Through the guidance of the Planning Committee, CDTC produced a draft 2010-15 TIP in 
March, 2010; after adjustments and public review, the CDTC Policy Board adopted the 2010-15 
TIP in June.  This program is now fully integrated into the draft STIP to take effect in October, 
2010. 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
When CDTC launched its update effort, it acknowledged it was working on two programming 
tracks at the same time:  one track that would produce a program consistent with NYSDOT’s 
“official” forecasts of funding that the federal reauthorization might provide; and another track 
working at a plausible-but-more-optimistic level of federal funding that would provide project 
priorities for the “out years”.1  (The higher level is roughly the level desired by the House of 
Representatives’ reauthorization legislation.) 
 
At the time of CDTC’s adoption of the 2010-15 TIP in June, $70.8 M had been programmed in 
“Round One” and an additional $37 M in “Round Two” programming.  Round Two discussions 
resumed at the July 7 Planning Committee meeting, with the goal of considering all remaining 
projects in all categories and selecting projects based on quantitative merit, compelling non-
quantitative arguments, geographic distribution, and other issues to ensure a balanced program. 
 
During the discussion, Planning Committee members acknowledged that progress in Washington 
towards completing the federal transportation reauthorization is not expected in the near future.  
With the current program operating at essentially a flat funding scenario, prospects for 
significant funding increases continue to be pushed further into the future. 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
1 CDTC staff estimated that completing all existing TIP projects and $150 M worth of new projects would take six 
to seven years at the higher funding level, nine to ten years at the lower level. 



Recommended Action 
 
At its July 7 meeting, the Planning Committee recommended tabling further selection of Round 
Two projects for six months.    If the CDTC Policy Board concurs, the status of federal funding 
reauthorization will be reassessed at that time and a recommendation made regarding how best to 
complete the TIP update process.   At that time, Round Two could be resumed; resumed at a 
reduced scale; delayed further; or truncated. 
 
It is still expected that a Round Three will be conducted after completion of Round Two to allow 
further public comment and, after public comment, the selection of one or more additional 
projects to ensure program balance. 
 
Policy Board action is required. 
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