
CAPITAL DISTRICT TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
 

Meeting Minutes 
March 13, 2014 

 
 
MEMBERS ATTENDING 
 
Philip Barrett, Town of Clifton Park 
Carm Basile, Capital District Transportation Authority, Vice Chair 
Thomas Dolin, representing Harry Buffardi, Town of New Scotland 
John Evers, representing Dan McCoy, Albany County  
Steve Feeney, representing Anthony Jasenski, Schenectady County 
Terrence Hurley, Albany Port District Commission 
Steve Iachetta, representing John O’Donnell, Albany County Airport 

Authority 
Joseph LaCivita, representing Paula Mahan, Town of Colonie 
Joe Landry, Town of Niskayuna 
Russ Reeves, representing Mayor Lou Rosamilia, City of Troy 
Paul Sausville, Saratoga County 
Ann Shaughnessy, representing Martin Reid, Rensselaer County 
Mayor Kathy Sheehan, City of Albany, Chair 
Jeremy Smith, representing Mayor Mike Manning, City of Watervliet 
Ed Tremblay, representing Mayor George Primeau, City of Cohoes 
Mike Valentine, representing Tom Werner, Saratoga County 
Linda von der Heide, representing Kathleen Jimino, Rensselaer County 
Christopher Wallin, representing Mayor Gary McCarthy, City of 

Schenectady 
Mayor Joanne Yepsen, City of Saratoga Springs 
Sam Zhou, NYS Department of Transportation-Region 1, Secretary 
 
STAFF AND OTHERS 
 
Anne Benware, Capital District Transportation Committee 
Frank Bonafide, NYS Department of Transportation-Region 1 
Ross Farrell, Capital District Transportation Authority 
Flora Fasoldt, Town of Sand Lake 
Michael Franchini, Capital District Transportation Committee 
Nadine Fuda, Town of Schodack  
Alan Grattidge, Saratoga County  
David Jukins, Capital District Transportation Committee 
Joanna King, Capital District Regional Planning Commission 
Randy Milano, City of Albany 
Sandy Misiewicz, Capital District Transportation Committee 
Glenn Posca, Capital District Transportation Committee 
Ben Syden, Village of Colonie 
Barbara Tozzi, City of Troy 
 
OPENING REMARKS 
 
Mayor Sheehan opened the Capital District Transportation Committee 
meeting at 3:05 PM and welcomed those in attendance.  Members and 
attendees introduced themselves. 



 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
Approval of the December 5, 2013 Meeting Minutes 
 
The December 5, 2013 meeting minutes were approved by the members. 
 
 
Nominating Subcommittee 
 
Mike Franchini presented the recommendation of the nominating 
Committee: Mayor Kathy Sheehan of Albany for the position of CDTC 
Chair, Carm Basile for the position of CDTC Vice-Chair, and Sam Zhou 
as Secretary.  Members approved the nominations for the respective 
positions as proposed. 
 
Town and village at-large members for representation on the Policy 
Board were recommended as follows: Flora Fasoldt (Supervisor of the 
Town of Sand Lake) and Thomas Dolin (Supervisor of the Town of New 
Scotland) were proposed as members and Kris Kastberg (Mayor of the 
Village of Scotia) and Alan Grattidge (Supervisor of the Town of 
Charlton) were proposed as alternates.  Members approved the 
nominations for the respective positions as proposed. 
 
The Nominating subcommittee nominated town and village at-large 
members to serve on the Planning Committee.  Proposed nominations 
were: 
 
     Member:     Barbara McHugh, Clifton Park 
      
     Alternate:  Kevin Corcoran, Glenville 
                 Kathy Matern, Niskayuna 
                 Peter Comenzo, Rotterdam  
              Paul Reuss, Menands  
                 Tony Tozzi, Malta 

Nadine Fuda, Schodack 
                 Rob Leslie, Bethlehem  
                 Nelson Ronsvalle, Halfmoon 
 
Members approved the nominations for the respective positions as 
proposed. 
 
 
Administrative & Financial Standing Subcommittee  
 
Mike Franchini reported that the A & F met on February 26th.  They 
reviewed cash flow and staffing.  Staff is currently interviewing for 
one position.  CDTC and Capital CarShare, Inc. are developing a car 
share program for the Capital District which will start in Albany in 
June. 
 



PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 
 
Mike Franchini summarized a letter from Ken Williams expressing his 
support for high speed rail.  In the letter, Ken Williams said that 
travel by Amtrak from Albany to Boston takes eight hours; and that 
Japan and Germany have high speed rail because money was invested.  
 
PRESENTATION – NYSDOT High Speed Rail DEIS Video 
 
Mike Franchini presented a video developed by NYSDOT that explains the 
High Speed Rail DEIS. He mentioned that public hearing comments 
focused on the pedestrian access on the Livingston Avenue Bridge.  Sam 
Zhou explained that individual projects will be considered separately.  
He explained that bottlenecks between Albany and New York City will be 
addressed as well as other improvements.  Specifics will be examined 
in Tier II of the EIS.  Mayor Sheehan asked about travel times between 
New York City and Albany.  Mike Franchini said that CDTC will find out 
more about travel times between New York City and Albany.  (Subsequent 
to the meeting, it was found that all of the alternatives would 
improve travel time between New York City and Albany by 15 minutes 
compared with the base condition, decreasing travel time from 2 hours 
and twenty minutes to two hours and five minutes).  High speed rail is 
not funded yet but New York State will apply for federal funding from 
high speed rail program.  
 
2013-2018 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM AMENDMENTS 
 
RG125, Pavement Preservation Set-Aside for Non-State Roads  
 
Mike Franchini explained that we are in a unique situation because 
CMAQ funding will sunset on September 30.  CDTC staff worked with 
NYSDOT staff to find a way to advance the CMAQ projects.  During the 
recent solicitation for non-state preservation candidates, only one 
NHPP eligible candidate surfaced. Therefore, most of the NHPP funding 
from 2014-15 is proposed to be removed from this set-aside to top off 
the funding for CMAQ projects requesting more funds. Enough NHPP funds 
will remain in RG125 to fund the candidate, should the Committee 
decide to do so. A condition of the programming of these funds is that 
if a project loses its CMAQ funding, the NHPP funds for that project 
return to this set-aside. They do not remain in the project that lost 
its CMAQ funding.  The Planning Committee recommended this amendment.  
Members approved the amendment. 
 
A436/A466, Westmere Corridor Pedestrian Improvements  
 
Frank Bonafide explained that this project achieves American 
Disability Act (ADA) compliance in a transit corridor.  The project 
combines the State ADA initiative with two CMAQ projects in the 
Western Avenue corridor.  This amendment would shift NHPP funding from 
phase 2 to phase 1, with no impact on CMAQ.  Members approved the 
amendment. 



 
A435,ITS Transit Signal Priority on Washington and Western Avenues  
 
Carm Basile commented that this project will support CDTA’s BRT 
initiative in this corridor.  He said that Transit Signal Priority 
(TSP) has been very successful in the Route 5 corridor, and it is 
expected to help transit move more efficiently in the 
Washington/Western corridor as well.  Members approved the TIP 
Amendment. 
 
 
S188, Erie Boulevard Roundabout  
 
Chris Wallin explained that the roundabout is the preferred option for 
this intersection. The roundabout addresses traffic flow, safety, and 
economic development.  It is understood that if the project is found 
to be eligible for HSIP funding, then the eligible amount of HSIP 
funding will replace the NHPP funding.  Members approved the TIP 
Amendment. 
 
 
DRAFT UNIFIED PLANNING WORK PROGRAM (UPWP) REVIEW AND APPROVAL  
 
Mike Franchini explained highlights of the new 2014-2016 UPWP which 
includes TDM, car sharing, bike sharing, the 787 Study, development of 
a freight plan, and the New Visions update.  The UPWP includes funding 
for a consultant to develop a multimedia marketing and public 
participation program for New Visions. It also includes consultant 
funding for traffic engineering and data collection.  Another major 
task is the Saratoga Regional Traffic Study.  Members approved the 
2014-16 UPWP. 
 
DRAFT RESOLUTION REGARDING THE WASHINGTON/WESTERN AVENUES TRANSIT 
ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS LOCALLY PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE  
 
Carm Basile explained that CDTC will need to integrate the locally 
preferred alternative (Alternative 2) from the Washington/Western 
Avenues Transit Alternatives Analysis into the Regional Transportation 
Plan in order to satisfy FTA requirements.  The BusPlus corridor has 
enjoyed a 25% increase in ridership since the implementation of BRT.  
The Washington Western corridor is the second fastest growing corridor 
in the CDTA system.  A resolution has been prepared to adopt 
Alternative 2 as the locally preferred alternative in the Regional 
Transportation Plan.  Members approved the resolution. 
 
NEW VISIONS PLAN UPDATE – COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Mike Franchini reviewed the progress of the nine New Visions update 
committees.  Mayor Sheehan commented that people are buying fewer cars 
and noted that new technology may increase the capacity of roads 
without adding new pavement.  Mike Franchini said that the Plan will 
consider the impacts of new technologies and automated cars.  He said 



that emphasizing demand management, operations and alternatives to 
driving can add capacity. 
 
STATUS OF PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION ACTIVITIES 
 
CDTA 
 
Carm Basile said that as we approach the end of the fiscal year, 
ridership is up 25% over five years.  System improvements are working 
well.  CDTA will be implementing a new off-board fare collection 
technology with pilot programs beginning this year.   
 
NYSDOT 
 
Sam Zhou reported on the upcoming letting of the Northway Exit 15 
bridge rehab project.  It includes a multi-use path over the bridge 
with a City of Saratoga Springs funded trail to Excelsior Avenue. 
 
The Route 20 Western Avenue ADA compliance and pedestrian improvement 
projects were let.  The Washington Avenue over Route 85 bridge project 
will be let in May 2014.  Two public meetings have been held for the 
Rexford Bridge.  They were well attended with a favorable reaction.  
The public hearing for Exit 4 project was held.  The project consists 
of two stages: the first stage includes the Exit 4 bridges; the second 
stage includes a new flyover connector between the Northway and the 
Airport.  The second stage is not yet fully funded.  
 
Albany County Airport Authority 
 
Steve Iachetta reported that the Albany International Airport has 
enplanements of 2.5 million per year, 5 million terminal passengers; 
and freight is very important.  He said that the Albany International 
Airport is continuing to progress $8 million in development projects 
including paving of the primary runway and terminal door replacements.  
 
Albany Port District Commission 
 
Terry Hurley reported that long shore hours were up to 44,000 versus 
33,000 in the prior year.  He said the Port handled 390,000 tons of 
cargo, including scrap metal exports and grain. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Sam Zhou 
Secretary 


