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Introduction 
 
This report is submitted in compliance with Chapter II, Section B7B (2) of 
the External Operating Manual, Federal Transit Administration (FTA), U.S. 
Department of Transportation, Washington, D.C., August 1972, and Volume 1, 
Chapter II, Paragraph 42 of the Highway Planning Programming Manual. 
 
Work Performed 
 
The work described in this report was performed solely by the Capital 
District Transportation Committee Staff (CDTC).  This is a progress report 
that includes all work completed in the six month period beginning April 1, 
2009 and ending September 30, 2009. 
 
TASK 1.51 Committee Activities
 
Five Planning Committee meetings were held during the period, including one 
special meeting that addressed issues related to the development of the 2010-
15 Transportation Improvement Program and the 2010-12 UPWP.  The 2010-15 TIP 
update has been exceptionally difficult because of State budget issues and 
the lack of a new federal transportation bill.  Planning Committee elections 
were held in which Michael Franchini and Kristina Younger were re-elected 
Chair and Vice-chair, respectively. 
 
Two Policy Board meetings were held in which members discussed and approved 
amendments to the UPWP, thirteen TIP amendments, changes to the TIP project 
selection procedures, and release of the draft 2010-15 TIP for public review.  
The Administrative and Financial Standing Subcommittee and Nominating 
Subcommittee each met once. The A&F Subcommittee accepted the draft Audit 
Report, confirmed the staffing structure, and approved the line item budget 
for 2010-11. Election of officers and selection of at-large Planning 
Committee and Policy Board positions named by the Nominating Subcommittee 
were discussed and approved by the Policy Board.  The Board also approved the 
new MPO Planning Agreement which spells out the relationships among CDTC, 
NYSDOT, and CDTA. 
 
Four special presentations were made.  The NYSDOT design staff gave a 
presentation on the status of the I-87 Exit 3/4 project, explaining the 
design options that are being progressed under NEPA and budget issues 
confronting the project. Rory Fluman from the Office of the Aging described 
the Older Driver Network Assistance Program which provides one-on-one help to 
seniors to aid in the assessment of driving skills.  NYSDOT reported that the 
Governor’s budget is similar to last year’s, has a $90 million letting target 
for Region 1, the CHIP’s program will be maintained at last year’s levels, 
and that CDTA’s budget will be reduced.  CDTC staff gave presentations on the 
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proposed new Prospectus, the Capital Coexist bicycle education campaign, and 
retrospective look at CDTC’s Linkage Program. 
 
Both the Planning Committee and Policy Board remained heavily involved in 
shaping and managing ARRA planning and programming for the Capital District.  
ARRA funding for several rail projects was discussed and approved.     
 
TASK 1.52 Financial Administration 
 
Financial tasks that were completed during the period include: 

 
• A&F Subcommittee reviewed the GASB45 Post-Employment Benefits 

informational report.  The Harbridge Consulting Group completed the 
work using accepted actuarial tables, inflation assumptions, specific 
CDTC employee and retiree demographics, and adopted CDTC policies.  
The result provides a required reference point for CDTC to use in its 
staffing and budgeting.  No action was required. 

  
• The A&F Subcommittee continues to monitor the cash flow situation.  

Preparation of cash flow estimates to help CDTA with cash management.  
Recent cash flow stands at approximately $287,000, which is less than 
had been experienced toward the end of the last fiscal year.  CDTC’s 
billings and payments will continue to be monitored for timeliness. 

 
• Seven PL, FTA, and SPR bills were submitted for payment.  Bills were 

also submitted to Albany County and Town of Colonie for transportation 
planning services related to GEIS plan implementation, traffic impact 
studies, and highway condition scoring, and other work.  The 
timeliness of NYSDOT reimbursements has improved and has helped keep 
CDTA’s cash flow more manageable. 

 
• Payments were processed for work completed by consultants for CDTC’s 

Linkage Program studies and NYSMPO’s staff support contract with 
Wilbur Smith Associates. 

 
• The new A&F Standing Subcommittee was appointed for the coming year 

that included John McDonald, Cohoes; Mary Ivey, NYSDOT; Carm Basile, 
CDTA: Joe Landry, Town of Niskayuna; Mike Franchini, Albany County; 
Tom Richardson, City of Mechanicville; and Tom Werner, Saratoga 
County.  

 
 
 
TASK 1.61 Certification Review 
 
During the spring of 2008, the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) and Federal Transit Administration (FTA) conducted a 
federally required quadrennial review of CDTC’s metropolitan 
transportation planning process. The 2008 Certification review 
was based on routine FHWA and FTA interaction with staff in day-
to-day operations; a review of CDTC planning products and 
processes; a field review meeting with staff from CDTC, NYSDOT, 
and CDTA; and a public comment period.  Based on the reviews 
conducted and ongoing oversight by the federal agencies, CDTC’s 
metropolitan planning process has been found to be exemplary and 
certified as meeting the Federal transportation planning 
requirements.   
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The Certification report noted the cooperative nature of CDTC’s 
process, the innovative approaches to fostering land use and 
transportation coordination at both the local and regional level, 
and the excellent technical capabilities that the staff and 
member agencies have developed.  Several corrective actions 
related to financial planning for the Transportation Improvement 
Program, completion of CDTC’s Prospectus, air quality agreements 
with A/GFTC, and security planning were noted in the report; with 
the exception of security planning, all others have already been 
addressed. 
 
In addition to the in-person FHWA/FTA review, annual self-
certification by CDTC is also required.  Self-certification will 
be carried out with adoption of the 2010-15 Transportation 
Improvement Program, expected in June 2010. 

 
 
 
TASK 1.65 UPWP
 
The following UPWP tasks were completed during the period: 
 

 Necessary steps were taken to begin close out the 2009-10 fiscal year.   
 
 The UPWP continues to reflect a considerable amount of 
contractual activity.  Staff continues to monitor 
consultant activity related to CDTC's linkage program and 
NYSMPO shared-cost studies. 

 
 Approved a revision to the 2009-10 PL budget to reflect 
additional staff time spent on the TIP and ARRA 
programming. 

 
 NYSDOT requested a revision to the 2008-10 UPWP to transfer 
SPR funds to the CDTC staff budget for the I-87/Route 9 
Integrated Corridor Study.  The transfer allows CDTC to 
administer the study, which has repeatedly been delayed due 
to State budget issues. 

 
 Linkage Program solicitation was completed.  Eight 
applications requesting more than $_________ in federal 
funds were received and evaluated by a multi-agency review 
committee.  Planning Committee approved four projects for 
funding in 2010. 

 
 The 2010-12 UPWP was approved in March that included a 
description of planning tasks and budget for 2010-11. New 
tasks include emphasis on data collection with consultant 
assistance, freight planning, energy and climate change, 
security planning, and ADA compliance. Staff will continue 
to monitor and report on progress of planning activities to 
the Planning Committee. 

 
TASK 1.66 DBE Program Update/Environmental Justice 
 
CDTC remains in full compliance with Title VI and Environmental 
Justice requirements; both continue to be a critical component of 
CDTC’s activities.  A renewed emphasis on Title VI issues and 
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environmental justice has become a more integral focus of the 
transportation planning and programming process.  This renewed 
commitment is reflected in CDTC’s work program, publications, 
public involvement efforts, and general way of doing business. 
 
Staff, with the help of CDRPC, will conduct additional 
Environmental Justice analyses to understand additional aspects 
of transportation system performance in EJ areas and to compare 
to performance elsewhere.  CDTC will continue to explore improved 
participation of traditionally under-represented groups in the 
planning process. 
 
 
TASK 1.67 Prospectus Update
 
The basic documentation defining the roles and responsibilities of the 
various CDTC agencies is its five year Continuing Operations Plan called the 
Prospectus. In recognition that the Prospectus needed refreshing, work on 
updating the document was initiated more than two years ago.  CDTC has 
completed a new document that reflects current working relationships and 
federal regulations, including a new MPO planning agreement that was approved 
by the Policy Board in December. The full document, with an updated 
description of roles and responsibilities, and a discussion of upcoming 
planning and financial issues is nearing completion.  Next steps would be to 
solicit Policy Board approval of the new document, and to develop a five-year 
planning agenda and financial plan upon Congressional approval of the new 
transportation bill.  Portions of the document have been shared and discussed 
with the Planning Committee. 
 
Until the new Prospectus is released, CDTC's Reference Guide to the Capital 
District Transportation Committee continues to provide an accessible 
description of roles, responsibilities, and policies of CDTC.  The Guide was 
recently updated in March. 
 
TASK 1.68 Statewide MPO Association Support 
 
The CDTC successfully participates with the twelve other New York 
MPOs in a Statewide Association.  The Association facilitates 
dialogue among MPOs and State and federal agencies through 
regular meetings of MPO Directors, periodic technical meetings 
among MPO staff, and through conferences and training.  The 
Association engages more formally with NYSDOT on certain issues 
such as the development of formulas for distribution of federal 
planning funds.  The MPO Association is also the focal point for 
the Shared Cost Initiative program – collaborative statewide 
planning efforts that use pooled State and Federal funds to 
support planning activities of a mutually beneficial nature. 
 
As ISTEA, TEA-21, and SAFETEA-LU legislation increased the roles 
and expectations of New York’s MPOs, the ability of MPO staffs to 
carry out all aspects of the Association’s activities in addition 
to their responsibilities to their individual MPOs became very 
demanding.  In order to assist the Association, the Policy Boards 
of all thirteen MPOs authorized the use of pooled funds to 
contract with an individual or planning firm to provide staff 
support.  Contractual services have been successfully provided 
since 2000 and managed by CDTC. 
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CDTC continues to manage the statewide contract which is 
currently provided by Wilbur Smith Associates.  Major 
accomplishments include over the last two years include Annual 
Conferences in 2008 and 2009; completion and publication of 
Safety Assessment Guidelines (outlines a process for improving 
safety on local transportation facilities), Transit Supportive 
Development Guidelines (including Capital District case study), 
and Assessment of New York MPOs During the TEA Era.   
 
The Association is looking at reduced support in the next two 
years in face of federal rescissions and overall budget issues.  
SCI efforts will be scaled back, at least for 2010-11.  The 
proposed $175,000 annual budget will provide sufficient resources 
to manage the day-to-day operational needs of the Association, 
organize training opportunities, and coordinate with other state 
and national associations.  For 2010, NYSMPO’s annual conference 
will be organized and managed by SMTC. 
 
The status of statewide initiatives now underway is reported on the 
Association's website www.nysmpos.org. 
 
 
 
TASK 2.16 Highway Computer Model Refinement 
 
CDTC’s transportation modeling procedures were enhanced and 
upgraded to improve the accuracy and responsiveness of the VISUM 
model.  Last year the VISUM post-processor which calculates 
vehicle operating costs was added, among other routine updates.  
At the request of CDTA, staff started work to develop a mode 
split model using the VISUM platform.  The mode split module will 
be used to support BRT planning in the region. 
 
Applications over the last six months included: 
 

 Demand forecasting for the New Visions Plan 
 Evaluation of critical congestion corridors for the CMP 
 Development of performance measures 
 Travel forecasts for project design 
 Linkage planning studies 
 Evaluation of TIP project applications 
 Air quality conformity analysis 
 Calculation of mitigation cost for the Airport Area GEIS 
 Assessment of energy impacts of New Visions  
 Assessment of greenhouse gas impacts 

 
Some model development and refinement work will continue, 
including time period modeling and validation, and development of 
the mode split model.  The mode choice model will require 
consultant support. 
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TASK 2.25 Collection of Transportation Planning Support Data 
 
Data collection to keep CDTC’s data systems current remains a 
critical element of CDTC’s work program.  This continuing project 
collects and processes travel data for the federal-aid street and 
highway system.  Data collected provides input to VMT 
forecasting, the maintenance of the Congestion Management System 
Plan, the STEP model calibration and validation, individual 
project level analysis; and is vital to project development work 
that addresses highway deficiencies and proposed mitigation 
actions. All of the data that CDTC collects is organized and 
maintained for access by municipalities, public and non-profit 
agencies and groups, consultants, and other interested parties. 
 
CDTC has made a renewed commitment through New Visions 2030 to 
facilitate data collection. The use of graduate students has 
proven to be a very cost-effective way of collecting data and 
will continue for the foreseeable future. Data collection over the 
six month period was modest because of winter weather and lighting 
conditions.  Nevertheless, with the help of a part-time graduate student 
intern, CDTC staff completed the following: 
 

• Staff continues to examine traffic flow and incident data available 
through NYSDOT's TMC.  This data has been very helpful in maintaining 
CDTC's STEP model. 

 
• Continued to monitor secondary data sources for changes in personal-

use vehicle and commercial truck availability; public transit 
ridership; carpool parking facility capacity and use; and traffic 
volumes. 

 
• Continued scanning and organizing old NYSDOT and county paper traffic 

count files as time permits.  Electronic files will eventually replace 
the 50 binders of paper reports collected since the 1970’s. 

 
• Continued to collect extensive field information on site-based trip 

generation routes,  This information helps validate previous planning 
efforts, notably those involving CDTC's STEP model.  Three trip 
generation studies were conducted during this period. 

 
• Continued maintenance of CDTC's web-based traffic Volume Report using 

traffic counts compiled by CDTC staff, NYSDOT, counties and 
municipalities, and consultants. 

 
• Continued assessment of before/after conditions of TIP and locally 

funded transportation projects using traffic, land use, and safety 
data. 

 
• With the purchase of GPS technology last year, staff has 

incorporated GPS into data collection efforts.  This has 
allowed for detailed inventories of roadway features such 
as signs, sidewalks, transit shelters, trail alignments, 
etc. 

 
• CDTC, together with the other 12 New York MPOs, is 

participating in a Data Collaboration Scan sponsored by 
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NYSDOT.  The purpose of the scan is to determine how New 
York’s MPOs and NYSDOT (1) can share data already 
collected, and (2) use data collection resources more 
efficiently to avoid duplication. The MPO continues to work 
with NYSDOT regarding the new traffic count program on 
federal aid roadways to meet federal requirements for the 
HPMS and future changes to the functional classification 
system. Other data collection needs are also being 
discussed. 

 
• Conducted signal timing inventories at four locations to 

support Linkage studies 
 

• Prepared and collected various photographs and graphics for 
CDTC’s newsletter 

 
 
CDTC expects data needs in beyond the TEA era to remain 
extensive.  CDTC has also explored the use of consultants to 
supplement the intern-based program; we plan on retaining one or 
more consultants beginning this spring to conduct a variety of 
data studies including traffic counts, trip generation, travel 
time/delay, and spot speed.  Staff is also working with Region 1 
Planning to coordinate data collection activities to avoid 
duplication and to take advantage of available data not routinely 
available to CDTC. 
 
 
TASK 2.28 Census/Household Travel Survey 
 
The US Census will be conducted during 2010.  CDTC will work with 
CDRPC on geo-coding, but involvement is likely to be limited.  
  
Beginning later this year, the Census Bureau will begin releasing 
data sets from the American Community Survey providing detailed 
socio-economic data about the population down to the Block Group 
level based on a five-year period estimate.  Upon the release of 
the data, CDRPC will prepare customized data sets about the 
region’s population.  The initial effort will include working 
with CDTC and CDTA to evaluate the released files, ascertain 
those data sets of interest, and identify the most appropriate 
means to communicate the data for internal and external use. The 
Census is expected to provide information on basic travel 
behavior; additional data can be collected outside of the Census 
if necessary.  
 
 
TASK 2.29 Regional Geographic Information System 
 
GIS is an important planning tool that provides benefits to CDTC, 
its member agencies, and others by supporting state, regional, 
county, and local planning projects.  GIS is the integration of 
hardware, software, and data used to collect, store, analyze, and 
display spatially referenced information.  Visualizing 
information is an integral part of nearly every project and GIS 
is highly utilized to create maps necessary for meetings and 
reports.  GIS continues to play an important role in CDTC's 
safety management planning, data systems support, and 
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environmental justice work.  In the Capital District, work under 
this task is a joint CDTC/CDRPC effort: 
 

 Sand Lake Linkage study 
 Mohawk-Hudson Map update 
 Summarized  2004 Mohawk-Hudson bikemap & Regional Trail map 
distribution by agency type 

 Started inventory of available environmental mitigation GIS 
data 

 Attended two MPO GIS training sessions 
 TIP evaluation for environmental justice and environmental 
mitigation, priority networks, functional classification and crash 
data 

 Download additional GIS data sets 
 
An exploration of web-based mapping services such as ArcIMS and 
the possibility of CDTC serving a stronger role as a 
transportation data repository and manager was explored and 
dismissed  due to fiscal and staff constraints.  Instead, staff 
determined that it would be beneficial (if feasible) to access  
NYSDOT’s existing internal data viewers as an alternative.   
 
New technical advances and methodologies to provide geospatial 
information in an efficient manner for use in various technical 
projects by CDTC, its member agencies, and others will be 
continuously reviewed by CDTC and CDRPC.  Enhancements to 
existing geospatial data will include the expansion and 
refinements of attributes and the improvement of the positional 
accuracy of features. 
 
CDRPC will continue to process and assemble data and clip the 
information specific to the Capital Region and the communities 
within the region.  New data coverage will continue to be added 
as mapped and statistical data become available.  CDRPC will work 
with CDTC and CDTA staffs to coordinate availability of data, 
including the ACS data, and prepare customized maps to meet the 
needs of each agency without duplicating efforts.  As a member of 
the NYS GIS Coordinating Body, CDRPC will continue to participate 
in meetings and dialogue with GIS users statewide in developing 
policies and protocols regarding distribution of data. 
 
 
TASK 2.30 Routine Highway Condition Inventory 
 
Both CDTC’s long-range plan and capital program rely on pavement 
condition data that is comprehensive, reliable, and easily 
accessible.  Staff conducts regular surveys of Capital District 
roads.  The biennial survey of non-state federal-aid roads, the 
annual survey of Albany County-owned roads, and a survey of City 
of Albany-owned streets were completed in 2009.  The condition 
survey of Albany County and City of Albany roads was undertaken 
under contract with those two municipalities.The 2009 survey base 
was shifted to a GPS/GIS platform for the non-state federal aid 
system. 
 
In 2010, the every-fourth-year survey of non-state, non federal 
aid roads will be undertaken.  The annual survey of Albany 
County-owned roads and biennial survey of City of Albany roads 
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will be repeated under contract with those jurisdictions.  All 
survey work will use CDTC’s GPS/GIS platform. 
 
A comprehensive report documenting condition trends since the 
first survey was completed in 1983 will be prepared.  Results 
will be presented to the Planning Committee. 
 

 
 
TASK 2.31 Traffic Volume Report
 
CDTC continued to maintain a web-based report. 
 
A comprehensive update of the report, previously conducted in 
2008, will be repeated sometime in the next two years.  The 
update relies on NYSDOT implementing a new count program for 
federal-aid roads to meet federal requirements for the HPMS.  A 
consultant-supplemented count program will assist the update. 
 
 
TASK 3.01 Safety and Congestion Management Systems
Staff effort on safety and congestion management planning has 
been substantial in the TEA era, and a comparable effort is 
expected to continue through 2010 and beyond. 
 
The Congestion Management Process (CMP) was adopted as part of 
the New Visions 2030 Plan.  Staff has been working with the 
Regional Operations Committee to develop performance measures 
related to reliability.  New opportunities for monitoring speed 
and delay on arterial corridors using GPS technology were 
explored.  The use of cell phones to measure real time speeds was 
explored.  These expanded performance measures will be used to 
revise the CMP articulation of critical congestion corridors.   
 
CMP work will continue along three tracks: 

 
 Staff will conduct a system-wide inventory of arterial 
speeds and congestion using the floating car survey 
technique with GPS technology.  The analysis will 
supplement capacity analysis, allowing an assessment of the 
quality of an overall trip through a corridor.  The data 
will also be valuable for refinement of speed/volume 
relationships used in the STEP model. 

 
 Update expressway travel time and delay data last completed 
in 2002-03 using MIST data, and will explore the 
possibility of incorporating other data sets, such as 
TRANSMIT, into the analysis. 

 
 In 1995, CDTC prepared a methodology for holistically 
evaluating transportation benefits, described in the 
report, Estimated Marginal Monetary Costs of Travel in the 
Capital District.  CDTC will refine this methodology and 
explore ways in which it can be used to meet emerging 
federal requirements for evaluating GHG impacts and 
livability benefits. 
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CDTC is continuing to develop a formal Safety Management System 
of the Capital Region that moves beyond the traditional approach 
of identifying high vehicle crash locations.  Access to NYSDOT’s 
ALIS system, which has enhanced CDTC’s access to safety data, 
will enable regional safety analysis to be efficiently 
progressed.  CDTC is using ALIS data to advance the Rensselaer 
County Safety Pilot Project. 
 
Staff continues to have a lead role in the NYSMPO Association’s 
Safety Working Group, which developed and published a Safety 
Assessment Process for Evaluating Safety on Local Roads.  Staff 
will participate in a shared comprehensive planning task, led by 
the Elmira MPO, to develop a multimodal MPO safety monitoring and 
planning process.  As time allows, staff will analyze available 
regional safety data to identify emphasis areas and to undertake 
safety assessments at strategic locations. 
 
 
 
TASK 3.02 Air Quality Planning 
 
The Capital District remains an ozone non-attainment area.  Non-
attainment areas are subject to two sets of related regulations: 
the USDOT’s metropolitan transportation regulations and USEPA’s 
transportation conformity regulations.  FHWA and FTA funded 
projects that are located in non-attainment areas cannot proceed 
unless they come from an air quality “conforming” TIP and Long 
Range Plan.  The following work has been completed and/or will 
continue: 
 

 In partnership with NYSDOT, NYSDEC, and NYSMPO Association, 
CDTC staff participated in lengthy discussions and reviewed 
technical analyses about the development of State 
Implementation Plan emission budgets. Participation in this 
interagency coordination group will continue. 

 
 CDTC approved an MOU that addresses how CDTC and AGFTC 
coordinate the conformity process. 

 
 Conformity determination for the 2010-15 Transportation 
Improvement Program will be completed.  This is a very 
rigorous and time-consuming effort. 

 
3.05 New Visions Infrastructure Financial Planning 
 
This task is complete.  The report is posted on CDTC’s website 
under ‘New Visions’. 
 
3.06 Goods Movement Planning 
 
CDTC’s Goods Movement Task Force is an excellent example of an 
MPO using its forum to better integrate freight into the regional 
planning process.  The task force has ensured that goods movement 
strategies are incorporated into CDTC’s plans and programs.  
Meetings of the task force over the last year or so have been 
reduced because private freight carrier has been marginal at 
best. 
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Staff also participated in the Tech Valley Civic Forum Metrics 
Task Force that was formed by CDRPC.  The mission of the task 
force is to guide the development of a roadmap to reflect the 
relationship between social/environmental/economic factors and 
freight facilities and services.  
 
In the coming months, staff will re-establish regular meeting 
schedule of the task force with expanded outreach to private 
carriers.  Other goods movement related tasks are proposed under 
a new Freight Planning initiative. 
 
 
 
The Capital District remains an ozone non-attainment area.  Conformity 
determinations were previously completed for New Visions, 2030 and the 2007-
12 TIP.  This effort will be repeated for the 2009-12 TIP. 
 
Staff also participated in several phone conference meetings of 
the Inter-Agency Coordination Group for air quality.  Staff 
participated in discussions and reviewed technical analysis about 
the development of State Implementation budgets.  
 
3.10  I-87/US 9 Integrated Corridor Study 
 
CDTC staff has a major role in helping NYSDOT develop the scope 
for this study, and will have a continuing role as co-manager of 
the consultant contract.  The $400,000 in SPR funds shown in 
Table 1 will support the consultant budget ($390,000) and CDTC 
staff services ($10,000). 
 
The primary goal of the study is to identify ways to reduce 
traffic congestion in the corridor through effective incident 
management derived from an integrated corridor management plan.  
Integrated corridor management recognizes that the Northway is 
part of a larger travel corridor that includes Route 9, 
connecting arterials and collectors, and bus routes.  From a 
holistic perspective, the goal is to optimize travel in the whole 
corridor, not just the Northway or Route 9. 
 
A Request for Qualifications (RFQ) has been prepared and will be 
advertised sometime in April, 2010, with consultant selection to 
follow in May.  Execution of the study contract is expected by 
June 1, 2010.  The study is expected to take 18 months to 
complete.   
 
 
 
TASK 3.77 New Visions 2030 / New Visions for a Quality Region 
 
Thirteen years ago, CDTC issued its first New Visions Plan and 
presented a regional consensus about the future of the Capital 
District.  In New Visions 2030, adopted in October 2007, CDTC 
revisited and expanded the in depth examination of overarching 
topics for the region that was the work of the original plan.  
Particular attention was made of the information gathered through 
the ground breaking work of the Quality Region Initiative.   
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Broad outreach to the general public and the region’s 
municipalities began in 2009 with the publication of the CDTC 
report, Choosing Our Future: New Visions for a Quality Region.  
In partnership with CDRPC, CDTC began work on the development of 
a guidebook for planning boards, zoning boards, and local 
officials on the subject of sustainable development (the 
guidebook is expected to be substantially complete by March 31, 
2010).  The Linkage forum has been used as a sounding board for 
the guidebook.  Approval and publication of the guidebook has 
been delayed to April, 2010 because of staff time allocated to 
ARRA planning and other New Visions and TIP development tasks.   
 
The brochure and guidebook will be used in the coming months in 
various outreach activities to get the word out on New Visions.  
The objective is to engage the public in a dialogue about 
managing growth, encouraging urban reinvestment, transit oriented 
development, complete streets, and other topics. 
 
CDTC is required to prepare and maintain a long-range plan with a 
minimum 20-year horizon, and to update the plan every four years.  
A New Visions 2035or 2040 effort will be initiated in 2010, but 
its direction will depend on the content of the new 
transportation and climate bills currently being debated in 
Congress.  At a minimum, a dialogue on climate change issues 
should begin.  At the current time, we are assuming that the new 
legislation would not change the basic structure of New Visions 
and that the new plan will update key aspects of the 2030 plan 
including: (1) demographic update; (2) exploration of climate and 
energy issues; (3) validation of travel assumptions used in 
developing the 2030 plan; and (4) updating budget forecasts and 
adding Americans with Disability Act (ADA) compliance as a new 
budget element.  Adoption of the updated plan is scheduled for 
October, 2011, meaning that all technical work must be completed 
by June, 2011. 
 
 
 
 
TASK 4.07 ADA/Human Service Agency Transportation Options 
   
SAFETEA-LU requires recipients of JARC, New Freedom, and Section 
5310 funds to certify that projects are derived from a locally 
developed and coordinated public transit-human service agency 
transportation plan.  CDTC formed a new committee called the 
Regional Transportation Coordination Committee to work on 
coordination requirements. 
 
CDTC became involved in the Saratoga Vital Aging Network Group, 
participated in the Schenectady Long-Term Care Consortium, and 
met with Saratoga Bridges and other advocacy groups.  CDTC helped 
Catholic Charities of Schenectady County, Schenectady County ARC 
and the city of Watervliet commence their New Freedom projects.  
Given that successful JARC and New Freedom projects have been 
worked on, CDTC staff will need to update the Coordinated Plan 
required under the SAFETEA-LU legislation, documenting these 
activities. The update will occur in 2010. 
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All of these activities are expected to continue over the next 
two years.  
 
Compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 has 
become another area of increasing emphasis by USDOT.  Over the 
last several months, NYSDOT has been working with FHWA and FTA to 
address ADA compliance with respect to the Department’s 
facilities and services.  One part of NYSDOT’s effort involves 
working with New York’s MPOs to ensure that federal regulations 
with respect to planning are being met.  CDTC must certify ADA 
compliance in the upcoming self-certification due with the 
October 1, 2010 STIP submittal. 
 
Guidance on what is expected of MPOs to comply with ADA is 
currently being developed by NYSDOT and FHWA.  Some actions that 
involve physical collection of data, like sidewalk condition and 
intersection friendliness, will require significant training and 
effort.  Assessing compliance with respect to public activities 
and program accessibility are much easier to complete. At a 
minimum, this task will involve preparing a document that 
summarizes all the ADA-related work that CDTC is responsible for 
or is involved with. 
 
TASK 4.18 ITS Architecture and Integration 
 
CDTC has a limited technical role in the development of the 
regional ITS architecture.  However, any changes to the regional 
architecture must be formally adopted by CDTC’s Policy Board.  A 
review of the region’s architecture was completed under the Route 
5 BRT signal priority and queue jumper projects, the new 
Transportation Management Center (TMC), and other actions, but no 
changes were found to be necessary. Staff will meet with NYSDOT 
Region 1 staff in the coming months to discuss any possible 
upcoming changes. 
 
TASK 4.19 Trail and Property Owners Survey 
 
Completed.  The survey report is posted on CDTC’s website under 
the ‘Task Forces’ bar. 
 
 
 
TASK 4.62 Transit Operations Planning  
 
CDTA, in partnership with NYSDOT Region 1 and CDTC, will produce 
an assessment of the current status, projections for future 
demand, and policy recommendations for the development of park 
and ride lots in the greater Capital District. 
 
Responsibilities for the park and ride lot network in the Capital 
District are shared.   CDTC has the lead role for keeping track 
of the inventory and publicizing it via ipool2.org and other 
ridesharing efforts, and has established a set-aside of $300,000 
per year in the CMAQ program for park and ride lot expansion and 
rehabilitation.  CDTA owns, leases, and/or operates a handful of 
lots, as does NYSDOT Region 1.  Many lots dating from the 1980’s 
(the last time a concerted regional park and ride effort was 
exerted) have no formal arrangements, and four have been lost 
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recently, which is the genesis of this proposal to step back and 
take a comprehensive regional look at the regional network and to 
develop a strategic plan addressing documented need for rideshare 
support facilities.  This will provide a basis for evaluation of 
future proposals for use of the regional set aside. 
  
 
 
TASK 4.67 Bikeway/Pedestrian Facility Planning  
 
Bicycle and pedestrian planning continued to receive substantial attention 
consistent with Policy Board direction.  Work completed by the staff includes 
the following: 
 

 Task Force remains active 
 Community assistance 
 In partnership with NYSMPO Association, prepared comments on 
Chapters 17 & 18 of  NYSDOT’s Highway Design Manual 

 Solicitation for a fifth round Spot Improvement Program 
 Completed update of regional bicycle and pedestrian signage 
guidelines 

 Bike maps updated and printed 
 Participation in NYSDOT’s TEP solicitation and evaluation 
 Printed updated edition of the Regional Bike/Hike Map 
 Staff represents NYSMPO on the National Safe Routes to School 
Partnership. 

 Participated in the Capital District Older Driver Network 
(formal presentation given at the January 6, 2010 Planning 
Committee) 

 Seat on the NYSHEPA Built Environment Task Force 
 In response to public comment, CDTC dedicated a portion of the 
Bike/Pedestrian planning funds for developing a bicycle 
education campaign.  A local design firm was chosen in 2009 to 
take professional-grade local photographs and to create 
designs in several layouts for publication.  Four distinct 
messages were created and will be widely distributed in the 
spring of 2010.  The campaign will also develop a separate web 
domain; it is anticipated that the website will be the “go to” 
place for bicycle education materials and links in the Capital 
Region. 

 
Most of the work listed above will continue.  Staff will explore 
ways of better integrating public health in the planning and 
programming process. 
 

 
TASK 4.97 TIP Development, Monitoring and Update 
 
One of CDTC’s most important responsibilities is the development and 
maintenance of a multi-modal program of transportation projects called the 
Transportation Improvement Program, or TIP for short. Development and 
maintenance of CDTC's TIP requires a high level of staff time. In the last 
six months, effort centered on (1) approval of amendments; (2) additional 
ARRA programming and management; and (3) the 2010-15 update as follows: 
 

• Thirteen amendments to the 2007-12 TIP were prepared and 
approved. Working with NYSDOT Region 1 staff, CDTC staff 
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resolved several discrepancies between the TIP and proposed 
STIP amendments. Notable amendments include (1) approval of 
ARRA funding for the Troy/Menands Bridge Ped/Bicycle 
Access; (2) drawdown on the Park-Ride Lot Setaside to 
develop a comprehensive for park/ride lot plan for the 
region; (3) scope change for the Saratoga County Vanpool 
project; (4) Albany County’s request to de-fund the Jerich 
Road Bridge; and (5) fully fund the Batcherville Bridge to 
allow construction to begin in 2010. 

• Staff has been given the sole authority to maintain STIP 
changes through the e-STIP program. 

• All of the Capital Region’s ARRA-funded highway projects 
have been let.  According to NYSDOT, asphalt prices have 
been rising, which has affected the budgets for ARRA 
pavement projects. Several rail initiatives, including the 
double tracking between Albany and Schenectady, were added 
to the TIP using ARRA high speed rail funds awarded to New 
York State. 

• The Planning Committee and Policy Board approved letters 
sent to the USDOT regarding TIGER project certification for 
two Capital District freight projects. 

• Policy Board approved a change to CDTC’s Project Selection 
Procedures in response to a request from NYSDOT.  The 
change gave the Department the flexibility to move projects 
across all four years of the STIP.  The change is necessary 
so that the projects in the fourth year of the STIP can be 
accessed in the event that the approval of the new STIP is 
delayed beyond October 1, 2010. 

• Since early September, the CDTC staff has been working with 
NYSDOT, CDTA, and other members to solicit new projects for 
the new 2010-15 program.  Letters were sent to the region’s 
78 municipalities, public agencies and others soliciting 
candidate projects.  CDTC met with NYSDOT and CDTA to nail 
down assumptions about available funds for programming.  
Staff evaluated projects and shared the results with the 
Planning Committee. Round One and part of Round Two 
programming was completed in March/April. The balance of 
Round Two programming may be delayed until May/July.  The 
new 2010-15 TIP, including all tables, project listings, 
and narrative will be approved in June.  

 
 
TASK 5.01 Railroad Avenue Corridor Study
 
This project has been resurrected.  The scope was revised and the REI was 
prepared and advertised. Consultant was selected. Execution of the contract 
is being held up until insurance issues are worked out between CDTA and the 
consultant.  The study advisory committee will be formed once the contract is 
fully executed followed by a kick-off meeting in April or May. 
 
TASK 5.02 Village of Menands: Broadway (Route 32) Transportation, Access 

and Land Use Improvement Study  
 
This study is complete.  
 
TASK 5.03 Town of Guilderland: Neighborhood Master Plan for 

Guilderland Center 
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This is a follow-up study identified in the Town’s Comprehensive 
Plan and is funded through the Linkage Program.  Behan Design and 
Creighton Manning Engineering were selected for the study.  A 
public meeting was held where preliminary findings were 
presented.  The consultant team prepared the final report and 
presented it to the Town Board on March 16th.  The Town Board 
accepted the plan. 
 
The study is considered complete. The findings of the study will 
be presented to the Planning Committee in the near future.  
 
TASK 5.04 Clifton Park/Halfmoon Exit 9 Land Use and Transportation Plan
 
This study is complete. 
 
TASK 5.05 NYS Thruway Exit 26 & I-890 Land Use and Transportation Study 
 
This study is complete. 
 
TASK 5.09 Eighth, Ninth, and Tenth Year Linkage Program Reserve
 
Linkage Program funds for the ninth year of funded studies was made available 
for use in April 2009.  Five new efforts were funded in year nine.  The 
solicitation for the tenth year of the Linkage Program (2010-11) was 
undertaken in October 2009 with a December submission deadline. Eight 
candidate projects were evaluated; four were selected for 2010-11.  
  
   
TASK 5.17 Route 9W Corridor Study
 
This study is complete. 
 
TASK 5.22 Town of Bethlehem: Delaware Avenue Enhancement Study 
 
CDTC is assisting the Town of Bethlehem with a consultant study to identify 
actions that would strengthen Delaware Avenue’s main street characteristics, 
consistent with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan.  In the last six months, the 
study team finalized revisions to the the language in the draft document.  
The consultant is working to prepare the final report, including 
transportation recommendations, streetscape, and design guidelines.  A final 
SAC meeting will be scheduled once revisions are complete and distributed to 
the SAC for review, most likely in April or May. 
  
TASK 5.23 City of Cohoes Van Schaick Island Linkage Project

 
This study is complete. 
 
TASK 5.24 Towns of Guilderland and Princetown: Land Use and Transportation 

Study for the Route 20 Corridor
 
This study is complete. 
 
TASK 5.26 NY 7/NY 146 Land Use and Transportation Plan
 
This study is complete.  
 
TASK 5.27 City of Schenectady/CDTA: NY5 Transit Oriented Development Mixed 
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Use Catalyst Project   
 
This study is complete.   
 
TASK 5.28 Scotia Waterfront/Master Plan Overlay
 
This study is complete. 
 
TASK 5.29 City of Troy: Congress & Ferry Short Corridor Mixed-Use 

Development Linkage Study 
 
Deleted. 
 
Task 5.30 City of Albany Bicycle Master Plan 
 
IBI with Rick Manning Design was selected to conduct this study to develop a 
city-wide Bicycle Master Plan.  The plan intends to provide guidance on the 
development of a network of bicycle routes linking activity centers within 
the City.  The final public meeting was held in October, and the final 
document completed.  This study is considered complete.  A presentation to 
the Planning Committee will follow. 
 
Task 5.31 Altamont Bicycle Master Plan
 
This study is complete.  
 
TASK 5.32 Town/Village of Schaghticoke: Route 40 Corridor Study 
 
McFarland Johnson with the Project for Public Spaces was selected to conduct 
this study of the Route 40 Corridor from Melrose Hamlet to the Hoosic Valley 
School District.  The final public workshop was held in October. The report 
was finalized and distributed to the SAC.  This study is considered complete. 
 
TASK 5.33 City of Mechanicville: Central Corridors Linkage Study  
 
This study is complete. 
 
TASK 5.34 Schenectady Rte 5 Transit Gateway Study  
 
This effort will be a gateway study of an area bounded by Erie 
Boulevard on the east, I-890 to the south, the area just north of 
State Street (NYS Route 5) and an area just west of Schenectady 
County Community College (SCCC).  The IBI Group with River Street 
Planning was the selected consultant.   
 
Detailed alternatives and the market analysis were presented to 
the public.  The consultant prepared the final implementation 
plan. 
 
TASK 5.40 Town of Clifton Park/Town of Halfmoon: Exit 9 Land Use and 

Transportation Plan  
 
This study is complete.  
 
 
Task 5.42 Albany Education District Study 
 
The project scope was finalized by CDTC and the City of Albany.  The REI was 
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prepared and advertised, and a consultant selected. The first public meeting 
was held.  The study team participated in Operation Safe Corridor Safety Walk 
to further observe the behavior and physical condition of the study area.  A 
second SAC meeting was held in march at which the group discussed the public 
workshop; initial ideas on land use and transportation actions were also 
talked about.   
 
Task 5.43  Colonie/Watervliet/Menands: Route 32 Redevelopment Plan
 
The REI was advertised and a consultant selected. Two SAC meetings were held 
at which the draft existing conditions report was reviewed.  In the coming 
weeks, the consultant will incorporate feedback and revise the existing 
conditions report.  The first public workshop is scheduled for May.   
 
Task 5.44 Town of Sand Lake: Hamlet Linkage Study
 
CDTC is assisting the Town of Sand lake with a consultant study of the 
Hamlets of West Sand lake, Averill park, and Sand lake to help support the 
mix of residents and businesses by planning for future changes in land use.  
Mixed use districts that include higher density housing will be investigate 
along with access management opportunities, bike & pedestrian connections, 
parking arrangements, and development options.  
 
CDTC staff met with the study sponsor to discuss program 
requirements/procedures and identified potential SAC members.  The scope was 
finalized and the REI was advertised in November 2009. Elan Planning/CME was 
selected as the consultant team of the study.  Kick-off meeting was held on 
March 29th. 
 
TASK 5.51 Provision of Technical Services 
 
The CDTC staff routinely provides “on-call” technical assistance to various 
public agencies and communities in the Region.  The CDTC responded to more 
than ten requests for technical assistance as follows: 
 

• Provided CDTA with stats and figures for several press conferences 
that were held to announce use of bio-fuels and to announce the 
unveiling of iPool2. 

• Staff provided STEP model forecasts for the Davis Senior Housing 
facility in the Airport area of the Town of Colonie. 

• Presented information on the development of CMP performance measures 

• 
 and mapping of the functional classification in those 

• eetings to 

• 

affic engineering, systems 

to a NYMTC workshop. 

Responded to a request from Schenectady and Saratoga Counties for 
information
counties. 

At the invitation of NYSDOT Region 1, attended several m 
discuss design issues related to the Balltown Road project. 

Technical assistance was provided to local units of government and to 
State and Federal levels of government, including preparation or 
review of land development traffic impact studies; participation in 
review of facility planning and engineering studies; and preparation 
of facility, corridor, and municipal tr
management, and transportation plans. 
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• CDTC staff attended the NY Public Transit Association Annual 
Conference. 

 

• 

   

 

• 
 and land use issues related to several large commercial 

development projects along the Route 4 Corridor in the Town of North 

 

• 
ation cost approach focused on the Route 4 and 

Routes 9/20 areas of the Town, two corridors that have been the 

 
• Staff continued participation in a Strategic Highway Research Program 

developing a step-by-step process for pursuing a new 
Selkirk Thruway interchange. 

 
• 

d. 

orts about environmental planning and public outreach to 
the Chicago MPO. 

 
• Attended meetings of the Town of Bethlehem’s PaTHs 4 Bethlehem 

 
• Attended a Community Impact Assessment Workshop. 

Provided support for New York’s 511 Program. 
 

• CDTC staff provided comments to NYSDEC on the preliminary draft 
revisions to the NYSDEC SEQRA Environmental Assessment Form and 
Greenhouse Gas Guidance (GHG).

 
• CDTC staff attended the ITE Transportation and Planning Symposium and 

regional APA conferences.  
 

• At the request of local units of government, the staff reviewed and 
commented on locally prepared community comprehensive and neighborhood 
plans for conformity with the New Visions. 

CDTC staff followed-up with NYSDOT, the Town of North Greenbush, and 
involved developers and their transportation consultants regarding 
transportation

Greenbush. CDTC staff subsequently provided comments to the Town and 
NYSDOT on one of these developments at the request of the developer’s 
consultant.  

CDTC staff reviewed additional materials related to a Town of East 
Greenbush GEIS and mitig

subject of prior Linkage Studies.  Staff met with Town of East 
Greenbush staff to discuss issues related to these materials and 
suggested next steps.  

(SHRP2) committee on “A Community Visioning Approach to Support the 
SHRP2 Collaborative Decision Making Framework for Highway 
Investments”.      

 
• As a follow-up to the Route 9W Linkage Study, staff assisted the Town 

of Bethlehem with 

Several development projects were reviewed for the Towns of Colonie 
and Guilderlan

 
• Staff responded to multiple requests from consultants, developers, 

real estate companies, and SUNYA students for various traffic and land 
use data. 

 
• In response to a request, staff sent a collection of CDTC best 

practice rep

Committee. 
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• lbany County and others to discuss the Washington Avenue 

Extension/Fuller Road intersection project. 
 

• Attended a workshop on Effective Supervisory and Managerial Skill-
di

Met with A

Buil ng. 
 

• Attended the New York Highway Safety Symposium 
 
TASK 5.52 Provision of Community Services 
 
The CD
assist
groups  region as follows: 

• ehalf of the Capital District Planners Association two 

Participated in the re-accreditation meeting of SUNYA’s Masters in 

• racteristics.  Also 
responded to a transit survey conducted by Purdue University. 

• e twenty most heavily traveled roadways in the 
region for the Capital District Business Review. 

 
• 

 

 
• f 

government, citizen groups, and local colleges and universities on 

 
• egional transportation system and system plan 

were provided through numerous letters, telephone calls, and meetings. 

tation growth rates and 
trip generation data. 

 
• 

TC staff continues to provide traffic data and other limited technical 
ance to business, developers, consultants, students, and community 
 to support economic development in the

 
CDTC hosted on b
audio conferences sponsored by the American Planning Association and 
the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy. 

• Gave a presentation about ARRA to the Saratoga County Chamber of 
Commerce. 

• 
Urban and Regional Planning Program. 
Completed a TRB survey on urban travel cha

 
Prepared a list of th

Sent materials about CDTC organizational structure to Dowl Engineering 
in Anchorage, Alaska. 

 
• Answered inquiries from several area graduate students regarding 

airport area development, Luther Forest Technology Park, and other 
development projects. 

• The staff contacted area communities and transportation agencies to 
advise them of a program opportunity sponsored by NYSERDA for energy 
efficient project development. 

Educational services were provided by staff to local units o

request.  They were directed at explaining the need for, and purposes 
of, continuing local, regional, and State planning programs and the 
relationships that exist among these different levels of planning    

Data concerning the r

CDTC staff responded to over 20 requests for transportation data over 
the period including traffic counts, transpor

Responded to a FOIL request for traffic related data for the Erie 
Boulevard project in the City of Schenectady. 

 
• CDTC hosted on behalf of the Capital District Planners Association 
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three audio conferences sponsored by the American Planning Association 
and the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy.    

 
 s requests for transportation data over 

the period including traffic counts, transportation growth rates and 
• CDTC taff responded to over 20 

trip generation data.      
 
TASK 5.57 Commuter Support Services 
  
The Commuter Register was converted to a GIS-based system, c
iPool2 in August, 2008.  Several presentations were given t
businesses about the conversion.  CDTC worked with Albany County,
Albany Medical Center, Price Chopper, NYSDOT, NYSDEC, NYS La
Department, NYS Tax Department, SEFC

alled 
o area 

 
bor 

U and the NYSERDA/STEP 
cility to activate and instruct administrators of these 
stitutions about the features of the iPool2 employer module.  

ye cess to some of the 
ministrative features of iPool2. 

fa
in
The emplo r module gives businesses ac
ad
 
 
TASK 5.60 Public Transit Planning Support 
 
CDTC staf continues to actively supf port CDTA and its consultants 

 exploring alternative and innovative ways of implementing New in
Visions transit-related recommendations. 
 
TASK 5.61 Project Development Support  
 
CDTC staff continues to support NYSDOT Region 1 in developing 
traffic forecasts and other material for project development and 
design purposes.  Specific support ranges from analysis of 

intenance of traffic plans to sketch analysis of traffic 

Major efforts in 2008-10 included modeling for several design 
ojects including Patroon Island Bridge, Exit 3/4, Latham Circle 

Road/Watervliet Shaker Road Roundabout, and Balltown Road. 
 

 5 

ma
diversions from alternative highway routings.  This effort is 
funded with Surface Transportation Program (STP) funds as part of 
the TIP, and will continue at the same level in 2010-12. 
 

pr
Reconstruction, I-87 Exit 6 diversion analysis, Old Niskayuna 

 
TASK 5.62 Assessment of Land Use and Transportation Concepts in the NY

Corridor 
 
CDTC staff continued to participate in CDTA efforts toward 
implementation of BRT in the Route 5 corridor.  Two 
implementation studies covering BRT operations and station 
planning were completed in 2008.  Using Corridor Management 
Initiative funds, CDTA retained a consultant to design queue 
jumpers, transit signal priority, and arterial management plan t
support BRT operations in the Route 5 corridor.  CDTC staff, 
along with NYSDOT Main Office staf

o 

f, assumed a lead role in the 
terial management element of the study.  This study was managed 
 CDTA with assistance from CDTC, and was completed in 2009.  

occur durin

ar
by
Broader public outreach for the arterial management plan will 

g the spring of 2010. 
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TASK 5.64 Harriman Campus – University at Albany Linkage Study 

Implementation Support 
   
Resolutions supporting the recommendations of the Harriman Campus 
Linkage Study were approved by the City of Albany and CDTC’s 
Policy Board in 2008.  Staff continues to work with various 

akeholders on the implementation of Linkage Study 

 

e 
a 

ch and Technology Park, 
NY Albany, Nanotech, and Crossgates Mall to the west.  The 
plementation proposal will include service design, station 

 a  multi-
dal connections, and cost estimates. 

SK 5.98 North Greenbush I-90 Exit 8 Connector Land Use Study

st
recommendations, including the Washington/Western BRT system and 
the TMA feasibility study.  CDTC will assist CDTA in BRT planning
throughout 2010. 
 
The Washington/Western BRT Conceptual Design Study will produc
an implementation proposal based on stakeholder consensus for 
high-quality bus transit connection from downtown Albany to the 
east, to the redeveloped Harriman Resear
SU
im
locations nd conceptual design, right-of-way assessment,
mo
 
 
TA   

is study is complete.  The Town is following up with a town-wide 
 
Th
comprehensive plan.    
 
TASK 5.63 Travel Demand Management Initiative  
 
This project is led by CDTA with CDTC staff assistance.   
 
A noteworthy achievement of this initiative was the launching of
a new pilot vanpool program for the Capital Region.  CDTC 
been working with CDTA and VPSI in identifying test marke

 
has 

ts and 
tential participating employers.  CDTC installed a vanpool 

t, subsidy monies are 
ailable to help support up to 15 additional vanpools. 

CDTC staff continues to work with CDTA and others to establish a 
TMA for the Harriman Campus area. 
 
CDTA’s effort includes: 

 users; 
 

 to 

• 

po
module in the iPool2 system. To date, three vanpools have been 
formed.  With NYSERDA/NYSDOT suppor
av
 

• Staff support services for TDM at CDTA, including 
marketing; 

• Occasional Use parking arrangements for transit
• Urban homeowner incentive programs in partnership with

urban renewal efforts; 
• Refugee transit support to develop new transit 

markets; 
• Free transfers from the private commuter carriers

CDTA; 
• Ongoing support for iPool2, the regional ridesharing 

program; 
Support for the NYSERDA and CMAQ funded vanpool 
programs; 
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• Pilot program to establish a bicycle parking program 
in the region by providing subsidies and simplified 
procurement for bicycle racks at both public and 
private destinations. 

 
Each new program component is developed cooperatively with CDTC, 

oj ct evaluations are prepared and 
ared upon project completion, including estimates of increased 

with a pr ect proposal, and proje
sh
ridership, air quality benefits, and other performance measures. 
 
 
TASK 5.67 Linkage Program Oversight 
 
This task supports staff activity on a number of Linkage Program studies that 
 not involve direct CDTC technical work.  Activity under this category 

e Linkage Program projects.   

TC Staff prepares a status report for all linkage studies on a monthly 
ro anning Committee.  Linkage study 

oducts, status of active studies and other Linkage Program information are 

TAS

do
includes work with project sponsors to develop requests for expressions of 
interest, to evaluate proposals, select consultants, develop contracts, 
participate in study advisory committees, monitor work progress and solicit 
and evaluate proposals for futur
 
CD
basis and p vides this information to the Pl
pr
provided on the CDTC website.  
  
 

K 5.68 Linkage Study Technical Support
 
Non-ad tudies such as data collection, 
ana sis and technical writing are included as part of this task: 
 

• analyzed supplemental traffic data for the Route 9W 
linkage study.  Traffic counts at Bethlehem Center and track counts at 

 
• Arranged collection of land use data in support of the Delaware Avenue 

 
• Produced base maps for various projects.  Completed environmental 

 
• data to the consultant for the Mechanicville Linkage 

study Area. 
 

• Produced maps and provided GIS data and aerial photography 
 various 

SK 5.85  Integrated Transportation and Community Design Phase 2

ministrative tasks related to Linkage s
ly

Collected and 

Exit 22 of the Thruway were compiled. 

linkage study. 

justice evaluation for several linkage studies. 

Provided crash 

for various projects.  Provided EJ documentation of
study areas. 

 
 

 
 

 removed 

TA
 
In response to FHWA rescissions, this study has been deferred and
from NYSMPO’s program. 
 
 
TASK 5.86 Clean Communities 
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The U.S. Department of Energy’s Clean Cities Program is a 
voluntary, locally-based government and industry partnership.  It 
is designed to advance the national economic and energy security 
of the nation by supporting local decisions to reduce use of 
petroleum fuels in vehicles.  Clean Cities carries out 
mission through a network of more than 80 volunteer coalitions 
which develop public/private partnerships to promote alternative 
fuels and vehicles, fuel blends, fuel economy, hybrid vehicles, 
and idle reduction.  The Capital District Clean Communities 
coalition was formed in 1999 to take advantage of the 
environmental, public health, energy, and 

this 

economic benefits that 
program offers, and in 2001 agreed to assume the lead role in 

ojects and diesel 
trofits.  CDTC solicited for diesel retrofits in 2008; Clean 

n, which 

rovide a 

 
OE 

sistance will remain at to $17,500 in 2010, and will at least 
 that amount in 2011.  In addition, through LTI vendors the 

etings of the Capital District Clean Communities Coalition (CDCC) were held 

n Cities 
alitions to submit for funds to help offset the cost of hosting the 

ort 
d must attend regional meetings or the annual AFVi Conference.  Staff will 

TC staff was asked to be part of a NYSERDA Technical Evaluation Panel for a 

the 
managing the program previously provided by Schenectady County.  
CDTC is in its ninth year leading the coalition in the Capital 
District, and is the only MPO in New York to directly host the 
Clean Communities Program in its region. 
   
The coalition assisted CDTC in considering new CMAQ requirements 
in SAFETEA-LU to give priority to off-road pr
re
Communities coalition participants evaluated project proposals 
and submitted a list of recommendations to the Planning 
Committee. CDTC developed a new website for the coalitio
includes an on-line membership form.        
 
Efforts will continue to focus on alternative fuels and p
forum for CDTA, the Albany County Airport Authority, local 
governments, and private sector to jointly explore new 
technologies.  In addition, CDTC’s involvement will assure 
coordination with regional planning and programming activities,
including TDM, transit, and ridesharing efforts.  USD
as
be
Capital District Clean Cities Coalition will receive about 
$60,000 from NYSERDA for administrative activities related to 
ARRA/USDOE funding that coalition members received. 
 
 
Me
in December.  CDTC staff created a web link on their homepage devoted to the 
Capital District Clean Communities effort.  These pages list coalition 
members, provide links to meeting notes and meeting dates and provide links 
to upcoming area events and the National Clean Cities website. 
 
Since April 2007 the USDOE has provided an opportunity for Clea
co
coalition.  Semi-annual progress reports are required for the funding 
submittal; staff must also complete a quarterly Alternative Fuel Price Rep
an
attend the annual AFVi Conference that will be held in Las Vegas.   
 
USDOE conducts monthly conference calls with other Clean Cities coordinators; 
CDTC staff is expected to join in these calls if scheduling permits.     
 
CD
funding program that was available to downstate companies for Alternative 
Fueled Vehicles and Fueling Infrastructure.  Staff evaluated 20 project 
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proposals and attended an all day meeting in early October to discuss and 
further evaluate the proposals. 
 
To be a recognized Clean Cities coalition, the Clean Cities coordinator must 

uary.  Information on Alternative 
hicle inventories, Alternative Fuel usage, Alternative Fuel Fueling sites 

in 

submit an annual report to USDOE each Febr
Ve
and other data must be submitted.  Staff submitted the report to USDOE 
February.  
 
5.89  New Visions Guidebook/Training 
 
To assist local communities in aligning local planning actions 
with sustainable development principles, CDTC and CDRPC have
partnered in the creation of the 

 
New Visions 2030 Regional 

velopment Guides.  These guides will provide municipal Planning 

grated 

 
e transportation choices.  The 

undation for these tools and techniques can be found in the 

tices 
a 

 in  
nalizing of the planning guides and will be engaged in a 
riety of educational and outreach efforts informing policy 
kers and other interested parties about the opportunities to 

 development principles outlined in 
e guides as part of their local planning effort. 

De
Boards, Zoning Boards, professional planners and elected 
officials with examples of development tools and techniques being 
used in the Capital Region to foster sustainable community 
development and smart growth.   
 
The planning guides will focus on examples related to inte
community design: how residential, retail, office and other land 
uses can be connected to and support each other to create vibrant
communities with sustainabl
fo
regional principles of the New Visions 2030 metropolitan 
transportation plan, which were developed from the best prac
of communities and regions around the nation with visions for 
more sustainable future.  
 
During the next phase of activity, CDRPC will assist
fi
va
ma
incorporate the sustainable
th
 
 
 
5.90  Public Participation 
 
CDTC has a long history of public involvement in its plans and 

ograms.  CDTC’s Public participation Plan was designed as a 

 an effort to help make CDTC’s work available to as many of the 

2008.  Renamed “In Motion”, the newsletter 
provides information about CDTC’s projects, programs, and 

t each CDTC and its staff. 

CDTC is committed to improving its outreach process.  In the next 

 Develop e-newsletter 

pr
resource for CDTC’s committees, staff, and general public to 
better understand CDTC’s overall public participation strategy 
and procedures, as well as the federal mandates that inform 
CDTC’s public outreach efforts. 
 
In
region’s businesses and residents as possible, CDTC re-launched 
its Newsletter in 

ac ivities, and how to r
 

year Staff will: 
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 Explore new strategies to engage the public, particularly 
those means demonstrated to have been successful elsewhere 

 Consider ways to ensure meaningful access for persons having 
limited English proficiency  

y  Explore the desirability and workability of web-based Polic
Board meetings 

 
 
TASK 5.99  Balltown Road Linear Capacity and Land Use Refinement Study, 
           Niskayuna and Clifton Park (Rolled back into TIP project 
           Development) 
 
NYSDOT formed a steering committee to help re-scope this project.  Both CDTC 

 lders, are actively participating.  
Rep ting for this effort will be shown under Task 5.51 Technical Assistance. 

 

staff and CDTA, among other stakeho
or

 

VI. STATEWIDE PLANNING EFFORTS 
 

6.01 NYSMPO Shared Cost Initiatives (SCI) 
 
The Shared Cost Initiative Program is a joint program of 
State’s thirteen MPOs, with funding provided from each

the 
 MPO and 

nistration provided by a “host” MPO for each effort on behalf 

sup
ben
   

NYSMPO Staff Support

admi
of the group.  Planning efforts funded through this program 

port research and technical activities of a mutually 
eficial nature to all thirteen MPOs in the State. 

 :  CDTC will continue to hold the annual 

  
 

contract for the Statewide Association staff support.   For 
2010, the contract will be $110,000 and is expected to remain 
at that level in 2011.  

Shared Cost Studies:  Several previously programmed studies 
are wrapping up, others have been deferred in light of c
and anticipated fiscal issues.  Major accomplishments o
last two years include the completion and publication of 
Safety Assessment Guidelines (outlines a process for impro
safety on local roads), Transit Supportive Development 
Guidelines (including a Capital District case study), 
Assessment of New York MPOs During the TEA Era, and Meeting 
FHWA/FTA Financial Planning Requirements.  Several 
studies scheduled for 2008-10, including the Mitigation Cost 
Study which was to be managed by CDTC, were deferred until 
financial issues can be confidently resolved. The Associ
has decided not to add new projects until the new 
transportation

urrent 
ver the 

ving 

other 

ation 

 bill is signed, so there are no new commitments 
to shared cost studies.   NYSMPO will continue to provide for 
limited training opportunities related to GIS, freight 
planning, environmental planning, and simulation modeling 
during 2010. 

 
 AMPO Dues:  CDTC’s AMPO dues total $3,689 (PL funds), which 

e redistributed to BMTS which pays AMPO on behalf of all New 

6.02  State Planning Research (SPR) Funded Efforts

ar
York State MPOs. 
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Th re are four NYSDOT State Planning Research (SPR) studies that
 directly applicable to the Capital District: 
 

e  
are

 Conceptual Design for BRT in the Western Ave/Washington Ave 
Corridor: This $250,000 effort will explore the development of
a high quality BRT transit connection from downtown Albany
the east to the redeveloped Harriman Research and Technol
Park, SUNYA, Nanotech, and Crossgates Mall on the west.  Th
study will include servic

 
 on 

ogy 
e 

e design, station locations and 
conceptual design, right-of-way assessment, multi-modal 

 
 

connections, and cost estimates.  CDTA will contribute 20 
percent matching funds. 

I-87/Route 9 Integrated Corridor Study:  The primary goal of
the study is to identify cost-effective ways to reduce traffic 
congestion related to incidents on the Northway.  Because the 
Northway is part of a larger travel corridor that includes 
Route 9, connecting arterials and collectors, and bus route
the study will take a holistic approach that looks at ways to 
optimize tra

 

s, 

vel in the whole corridor, not just the Northway.  
CDTC is advancing this study on behalf of NYSDOT.  The 20 

 
 

percent local match for this $500,000 study will be provided 
by NYSDOT. 

Route 50 Saratoga Springs Bike/Ped Safety Study:  CDTC, NYSDOT
Region 1, and NYS OPRHP are progressing a bicycle and 
pedestrian safety study of the Route 50 cor

 

ridor in the City 
of Saratoga Springs.  The study was started in 2009 and will 

 
 

continue through 2010.  The 20 percent local match for this 
$75,000 study will be provided by NYSDOT. 

Mohawk-Erie Multimodal Transportation Corridor Study:  The 
Mohawk-Erie corridor serves upstate New York between the 
borders of Massachusetts and Pennsylvania, and includes th
Capital District region.  The purpose of this study is to 
identify and agree to an integrated program of transportation
and land use policies, strategies, and actions needed to 
support and foster smart economic growth in the corridor.  Th
needs of freight companies, intercity travelers, commut
and tourists will be addressed.  Facilities included in the 
study include I-90, the Erie Canal, and the CSX rail line.  
CDTC staff serves as a member of the study’s advisory 
committee.  The cons

e 

 

e 
ers, 

ultant for the study was selected for the 
study in 2009.  The study is expected to start April 1, 2010.  

l 

This is a $3.1 million initiative; the local match will be 
covered by NYSDOT. 

 
6.03  American Recovery & Reinvestment Act (ARRA) High Speed Rai
Planning Initiatives 
 
Two High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail studies were funded by 

 Federal Railroad Administration under ARRA: 

Empire Corridor Program Planning

the
 

 :  The purpose of this study 
is to identify major enhancements in intercity passenger ra
service for the Empire Co

il 
rridor, including introduction of 

higher speeds west of Albany.  This is a $3.5 million study, 
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funded with $1.0 million ARRA funds and matched with $2.5 
million in State funds. 

New York/ Vermont Bi-state Intercity Passenger Rail Program 
 

 
Planning:  The purpose of this $1.0 million study is to 
identify and evaluate cost-effective ways to improve passenger 
service between Albany and Rutland, Vermont.  Half the cost of 
this study will be funded through ARRA funds awarded to 
Vermont.   

 
 
CDTC's Internship Program 
 
CDTC continues to offer internships to graduate students who are interested 
in pursuing a career in transportation planning or engineering.  CDTC's 
program encourages students to bring what they learn in school to CDTC and 
bring back to the classroom what they've learned at CDTC.  The program is 
designed to help students develop skills, abilities, and experience at both 
the technical and professional level.  In return, CDTC benefits from good 
ality work that supports CDTC's ongoing planning program.  During the last 

part-time intern from SUNYA's Geography 
anning Department.   

qu
six months, CDTC employed one 
Pl
 
Statewide Shared Cost Initiatives 
 
New York MPOs have dedicated a portion of the statewide allocation of 
planning funds to support activities of a mutually beneficial nature.  There 
are currently six shared cost studies underway and are described in the UPWP.  
Several of these efforts, including the second phase of a statewide effort to 
ucate stakeholders about methods of Integrating Community Design and 

e status of NYSMPO's shared cost initiatives and other activities is 
utinely reported at Planning Committee and A&F meetings.  More detailed 
formation is reported on NYSMPO's websiute www.nysmpos.org

ed
Transportation System Design and the Mitigation Cost Sharing study, may be 
deferred because of recent FHWA funding rescissions. 
 
Th
ro

. in
 
 
 
Computer Support Services 
 
Keeping CDTC’s computer capabilities current requires a fair amount of staff 
me.  Some examples of computer-related tasks completed during the period 

s and materials, TIP Update, Environmental 
stice and Linkage projects sections were changed as needed to 

puter was replaced with a new one due 
 apparent hardware errors.  The computer that was replaced was 

ti
include: 
 
 
CDTC Web Site Routine Updates:  The UPWP, TIP, Pedestrian/Bike, 
Freight, Clean Communities, New Visions 2030, Planning Committee 
and Policy Board minute
Ju
keep them up-to-date.  Additionally, the CDTC newsletter was 
added to the website. 
 
Computer Upgrades: One com
to
demoted to working as a client computer in the testing of the new 
servers mentioned below.  
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Software Upgrades: The latest versions of ArcGIS were installed 
on several computers as needed.    
 
Servers: The implementation of a test network began in the last 

inued this period, when time permitted.  
bstantial work was accomplished. 

OBLEMS ENCOUNTERED 

 significant problems encountered. 

rtin Reid replaces Neil Kelleher 
eplaces Steve Tommasone 

yor James Gaughan replaces Mindy Wormuth 

l 

e 
ttee 

rum 

unities 
ial 

s to School 

e 
portation Coordination Committee 

s to School 

rch 4     -- Policy Board 
March 9     -- Bike Ped 
March 11    -- Clean Communities 
 

period and cont
Su
 
PR
 
No
 
MEMBERSHIP CHANGES  
 
Willard Peck replaces Arthur Johnson 
Daniel McCoy replaces Charles Houghtaling 
Ma
Richard McCabe r
Ma
 
MEETINGS HELD  
 
October 7   -- Planning Committee 
October 14  -- Safe Routes to Schoo
October 20  -- Bike Ped 
October 27  -- Transit Roundtabl
November 4 - -- Planning Commi
November 10  -- Bike Ped 
December 1  -- Linkage Fo
December 3  -- Policy Board 
December 8  -- Safe Routes to School 
December 8  -- Bike Ped 
December 10  -- Clean Comm
December 16  -- Administrative 7 Financ
January 6   -- Planning Committee 
January 12  -- Bike Ped 
January 13  -- Safe Route
January 20  -- Planning Committee 
February 3  -- Planning Committee 
February 9  -- Bike Ped 
February 10  -- Planning Committe
February 10  -- Regional Trans
February 10  -- Safe Route
March 4     -- Linkage Forum 
Ma
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