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Options for Funding the TMC Operating Costs  
(The amendment requests which follow detailed one of the below options.) 

 
Introduction  

 
During the 2010-15 TIP Update, CDTC continued its funding of the Transportation Management 
Center (TMC) Operating Costs as project RG37A.  The project has historically been funded with 
CMAQ funds.  In 2007, CDTC was informed that the project would no longer qualify for CMAQ 
funds due to the three year restriction on funding operations.  Because the project was consistent 
with the intent of CMAQ funding, FHWA would be agreeable to a transfer of CMAQ funds to 
STP-Flex to be used for this project.  So, the Planning Committee approved funding for RG37A 
with STP-Flex funds, contingent on a transfer of CMAQ to STP-Flex on 11/7/07 from the 2007-
08 FFY and thereafter.  CMAQ funds were transferred to continue the project. 
 
In the 2010-15 TIP, the funding for this project shows as STP-Flex on the condition that the 
transfer again takes place.  The summary tables and budget estimates also reflect a transfer 
taking place.  But, since the STIP is the document used to actually authorize the use of funds, 
and the budget estimates cannot be adjusted by CDTC to show a transfer as taking place before it 
actually happens, the funding for this project shows as CMAQ in the STIP.  The current TIP 
includes $4.25M in the 2010-11 FFY and $4.0M per year after that.  As it turns out, planned 
expenditures of about $1.25M in the 2010-11 FFY are eligible for CMAQ funds (since they are 
for new traffic monitoring fiber optic cable and the like), but the $3.0M for staff and office 
equipment is not, as mentioned above. 
 
According to the NYSDOT Main Office Program Management Bureau no transfer is likely to 
take place until the end of the federal fiscal year, and will not occur unless there is a reason 
statewide to do so.  This presents a problem in that the funding is needed immediately. 
  
 

Options for Funding the TMC Operating Costs  
 
Below are several options for funding the TMC.   
 
Wait for a Transfer to CMAQ: This is the null alternative and would effectively defund the 
TMC temporarily. 
 
Free STP-Flex Funds from the Glenridge Road Reconstruction (SA109 & S120): This 
option is detailed in an amendment request by Region One.  Five million dollars ($5.0M) of 
Safety funds would be used on SA109 & S120, releasing $5.0M of STP-Flex to be spent 
elsewhere, specifically $3M on the TMC operating costs and $2M on yet to be determined local 
safety projects.  The following are the relevant facts:  



1) CDTC has currently programmed $11M of its $13M of Safety funds in the four-year 
STIP period,  
2) the Safety Setaside for Non-State Roads (RG105), currently is funded with $5.5M 
STP-Flex, replacing the Safety funds via an amendment to the 2007-12 TIP,   
3) the total budget estimate for Safety funds for the entire Region is $16M for the four-
year STIP period,  
4) under this scenario, all Safety funds in Region One will be spent in the CDTC area 
during the four-year STIP period, and  
5) an offset would not be needed unless the total programmed amount of the STIP is 
increased for this year (which it would if CDTC reprograms the $3.0M CMAQ funds 
freed up under this scenario. 

 
Fund with STP-Flex using Advance Construction: The NYSDOT Main Office has given 
verbal approval to this option and also verbally stated to CDTC staff that no offsets would be 
required.  CDTC could still note in the project description that it takes this action expecting a 
transfer of CMAQ funds to STP-Flex later to “pay back” the Advance Construction funds.  Such 
a note would not obligate the Main Office to perform the transfer, but they have verbally stated 
to CDTC staff that they would intend to make the transfer under this scenario. 
 
Fund with STP-Flex: Simply change the fund source to STP-Flex.  This is similar to using 
Advance Construction, since the Main Office would use Advance Construction under this 
scenario, but actually identifies an existing fund source. 
 


