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INTRODUCTION 

 

Vice-Chair Steve Feeney opened the meeting at 9:35 AM, and 

welcomed those in attendance.  Members, staff, visitors, 

and others introduced themselves. 

 

VISITORS’ ISSUES 

 

There were no visitors’ issues. 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

 

Previous Meeting Minutes – November 6, 2013 

 

The November 6, 2013 meeting minutes were approved as 

written. 

 

NYSDOT PRESENTATION:  TIP PROJECT S96/SA108 – REXFORD 

BRIDGE/NY146 RECONSTRUCTION 

 

Rich Filkins of the NYSDOT Region 1 Design staff provided 

an update of the Balltown Road/Rexford Bridge project.  He 

noted that the initial concept for the project called for 

reconstructing and widening NY 146 to provide four travel 

lanes and a center turn lane from River Road in the Town of 

Niskayuna to Glenridge Road in the Town of Clifton Park.  

The design team developed a more affordable alternative 

that was centered on the Rexford Bridge.  The proposed new 

scope calls for reconstructing NY 146 only between Aqueduct 

Road and Riverview Road.  Rich indicated that the road 

would maintain two travel lanes, but add a third lane for 

left turning traffic; a roundabout would be constructed at 

Aqueduct Road; improvements to the Riverview Road 

intersection; a new three-lane Rexford Bridge; and a 

dedicated multi-use path. 

 

Both communities affected the most by the project were 

generally pleased with the proposed scope, but there were 

several concerns about the design raised by several 

members.  Barb McHugh noted that Clifton Park officials 

have some concerns with the impacts to the historic 

district, overall aesthetics, and pedestrian environment.  

Others reiterated that concern, and noted the importance of 



having renderings available for stakeholders and the public 

to view.  One response to a question from Chris Wallin 

about lane configuration on the bridge, Rich indicated that 

the chosen lane configuration worked best for the 

roundabout.  Comments about the impact on nearby homes, 

parking, access to the Mohawk-Hudson Trail, view shed, and 

cost/funding were also raised and discussed. 

 

Rich closed the presentation by indicating that two public 

meetings will be held on January 23
rd
 and 30

th
 in Clifton 

Park and Niskayuna, respectively.  He indicated that the 

Department is looking for design approval this upcoming 

Spring.  In a response to a question about schedule, Rich 

indicated that construction is expected to start no earlier 

than Spring 2015, assuming that funding is secured. 

 

  

NYSDOT has requested Planning Committee action on the 

proposed scope change either at this meeting or at 

February’s meeting.  Frank Bonafide mentioned that this is 

a proposed scope, and will have no official status within 

the Department until the general public is given an 

opportunity to comment.  He indicated that amending the TIP 

at this time would help the Department present issues 

clearly at the public meetings.   After some discussion, 

members agreed to entertain the amendment; a motion was 

made, seconded, and approved unanimously. 

 

[Secretary’s Note:  A description of the revised scope for 

inclusion in the TIP/STIP was prepared by CDTC staff and is 

attached.] 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

 

Nomination  & Election of Planning Committee Officers 

 

Members nominated Steve Iachetta for Chair and Steve Feeney 

as Vice-Chair.  Nominees accepted (Steve Iachetta was 

absent but indicated in an email to Mike Franchini prior to 

the meeting that he would agree to serve if nominated).  

Both were unanimously approved. 

 

Amendments to the 2013-18 Transportation Improvement 

Program 

 

Five amendments to the 2013-18 TIP were noted in the 

materials previously distributed to members.  All five – RG 

103 Bicycle/Pedestrian Network Set-Aside, RG 116 Goods 

Movement Set-Aside, R 242 Spring Avenue Bridge over the 

Poestenkill, R 301 White Creek Road Bridge, and S 203 Van 



Vorst Bridge over the Alplaus Kill – are informational type 

amendments.  Members acknowledged the changes with a formal 

vote and approved all five. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

NYSDOT 2015-17 HSIP Solicitation 

 

Sandy Misiewicz reminded members that the NYSDOT Main 

Office is undertaking a statewide solicitation for safety 

projects eligible for FHWA Highway Safety Improvement 

Program (HSIP) funds for 2015-17.  She noted that deadline 

for submissions to NYSDOT Region 1 is February 3, 2014 to 

allow for staff review time to develop a region-wide 

prioritized list.  The list will be submitted to the Main 

Office by February 21
st
.  Projects must be completed between 

October 1, 2014 and September 30, 2017.  Sandy noted that 

the availability of HSIP funds is contingent on an 

extension of MAP-21 or passage of a new surface 

transportation bill that authorizes similar HSIP funding 

levels as MAP_21.  Frank Bonafide thanked Sandy and CDTC 

staff for taking the lead on this effort. 

 

New Visions 2040 

 

Mike Franchini reported that nine task forces have been 

established, and meetings have been scheduled.  Five task 

forces have met or will meet by the end of January.  He 

noted that consultants will be hired in the coming months 

to help with certain aspects of the plan update, especially 

with marketing and public relations in order to reach the 

largest audience possible.  We are also looking to secure a 

consultant to help develop a Freight Plan for the region.  

Mike indicated that RFPs should be out by the end of 

February.  In response to a question about schedule, Mike 

indicated that the target completion date for New Visions 

2014 is June 2015. 

 

Bridge Group Report 

 

Dave Jukins reported that the Bridge Group met for a second 

time.  All four counties and the three major cities 

participated.  He reminded members that the Bridge Group 

was pursuing the possibility of developing one regional 

bridge contract that would examine the condition of locally 

owned bridges, and identify possible preservation 

treatments and costs for structurally deficient bridges.  

Dave indicated that the group discussed the concept at 

length, and agreed with some reservation that its merits 

outweighed its potential disadvantages.  Frank pointed out 



the FHWA liked the idea.  Dave reported that Frank has been 

working with Region 1’s structures staff to develop a scope 

for the effort.  In response to a question about next 

steps, Dave indicated that the scope would be shared with 

the Bridge Group for review, comment, and approval.  The 

goal is to advertise in the New York Contract Reporter as 

soon as possible. 

 

STATUS OF CMAQ PROJECTS 

 

A table showing the status of CMAQ-funded projects was 

distributed (attached). 

 

At the November Planning Committee meeting, members asked 

the staff to pull together more information about the 

amount of CMAQ available based on the likelihood of 

implementation of currently programmed projects.  At that 

meeting, staff reported a possible CMAQ shortfall of about 

$4 million.  Mike Franchini began the discussion by saying 

there was a possibility that we are less overprogrammed 

than originally thought.  Frank Bonafide explained that a 

review of the Department’s project accounting suggests that 

there may be some additional carry-over funds available for 

CDTC programming.  He indicated that there might also be 

some unspent CMAQ funds available from other regions in the 

State. 

 

Mike Franchini once again reminded members that we were 

told that project sponsors need to obligate funds before 

October 1
st
 of this year.  Any unspent CMAQ funds will be 

lost to another Region if not obligated.  In anticipation 

that some projects will not progress to construction, 

together with the possibility that there may be carryover 

funds available, and the possibility that unspent funds in 

other regions of the State could be made available to CDTC, 

Mike asked members to start thinking about a protocol for 

dealing with unspent or unprogrammed funds.  After a 

lengthy discussion, members agreed that CDTC should have a 

plan in place to allocate unspent or unprogrammed CMAQ 

funds to projects that can spend them by October 1
st
.   

 

Members spent some time discussing specific projects.  The 

City of Albany’s Washington/Western signal project, 

Schenectady’s Erie Boulevard roundabout project, and Albany 

County’s Helderberg Rail Trail project were cited as 

examples of projects that could benefit from additional 

CMAQ funds. The Erie Boulevard project is in a difficult 

position because a preferred design has not been selected.  

Chris Wallin expressed an urgency to determine funds that 

are available for programming.  Frank Bonafide suggested 



that Chris Wallin present the design options to the 

Planning Committee in February to help members carry-on an 

informed discussion. 

 

Members acknowledged the difficult position CDTC is in, 

with this being the first time in CDTC history that funding 

for a program is ending with nothing to replace it.  In 

general, the sense of the Planning Committee is to fund 

projects that are already programmed and deliverable, i.e. 

construction can be obligated before September 30, 2014.  

They agreed that adding new projects at this time would be 

difficult to design and approve before the deadline. 

 

Mike Franchini offered a possible protocol outline for 

discussion at February’s meeting.  He suggested that 

priority be given to: (1.) projects that can meet the 

deadline; then (2) projects that were programmed but 

removed from the TIP by the sponsor because a lack of 

funding; then (3) new projects that never made the list.  

Mike indicated that a detailed report – including CMAQ fund 

balances, project status, and list of previously evaluated 

projects that never made it to the TIP, and a possible 

spending protocol – will be prepared for discussion and 

action at February’s meeting. 

 

NYSDOT PROJECT DELIVERY SCHEDULE 

 

Karen Hulihan distributed a summary showing the delivery 

progress of locally sponsored TIP projects (attached).  She 

noted that schedules for half the projects have slipped.  

Joe Teleska asked about including a “letting date” to help 

keep local sponsors on track.  Frank Bonafide responded 

that the Department needs sufficient time to review the 

PS&E, advertise the project, and get it out the door – 

showing a letting date tends to give sponsors a false 

impression that they have “more time” to complete the PS&E.  

Joe made this suggestion because of a delay imposed on 

Rensselaer County’s Elm Street bridge project.  Frank 

indicated that even though PS&E was submitted ahead of 

schedule,  the project is being held up because of an 

incomplete PS&E related to right-of-way issues that the 

Department missed in their review of the package. 

 

STATUS OF PLANNING ACTIVITIES 

 

CDTC Staff 

 

Mike Franchini reported that CDTC was asked to manage a 

regional traffic study which will look at traffic growth in 

the Malta/Stillwater area.  He indicated that it is being 



financed entirely with stakeholder funds.  He also noted 

that the staff is working on developing a new UPWP, which 

will be brought to the Planning Committee in February. 

 

CDRPC 

 

Joanna from CDRPC reported that the American Community 

Survey data was released, enabling CDRPC staff to update 

demographic profiles and community fact sheets.  She noted 

that employment data is expected at the end of 

January.  Once released, staff will move forward with 

projections at the traffic analysis zone (TAZ) 

level.  CDRPC was awarded a Local 

Government Efficiency grant from the NYS Department of 

State during the latest round of the Consolidated Funding 

Application program. The grant will be used to draft 

an Inter-municipal Agreement and create a 501(c)3 that 

will administer the Long Term Control Plan (LTCP) projects 

divided among six communities (the "Albany Pool 

Communities"). The two county sewer districts will continue 

to serve in an advisory capacity. The pool communities and 

two county sewer districts signed an Order on On Consent 

with NYS Department of Conservation that outlines the 

projects, schedule, and structure of entity that will carry 

out the implementation phase of of the LTCP. 

 
NYSDOT 

 

Frank reported that the Department received one bid for the 

Route 50/I-87 bridge project in Saratoga County.  It was 

considered too high, and will be re-bid.  Region 1 has been 

given permission to fill some Regional positions. 

 

Linkage/Local Planning Activities 

 

Sandy Misiewicz referred members to the table that was 

included in the mailout for the status of on-going Linkage 

studies.  She also noted that six applications were 

received for next year’s program.  

 

Other 

 

In response to a question about the TEP program, Frank 

indicated that the Executive Chamber is expected to make 

the announcement before the end of the month. 

 

CDTC staff provided written comments on the USDOT 

rulemaking for the National Freight Priority Network.  RPI 

has invited CDTC participate in a TRB study on complete 

streets and freight. 



 

Joe Teliska asked about the pavement condition scores that 

should be used in identifying pavement preservation 

candidates for the TIP set-aside solicitation.  Dave Jukins 

indicated that sponsors should use the 2013 federal-aid 

scores that were included with the PJP on the CDTC website.  

Frank Bonafide added that sponsors should start by looking 

at pavements scored 6 or 7, or those that just turned 5. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:20 AM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Michael Franchini 

Executive Director 

 


