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Capital District  
Transportation Committee                   July 24, 2012 
 
 

5310 Elderly & Individual w/Disabilities Program  
FFY 2012 Application Review 

Background: Section 5310 refers to the federal section of law that authorizes this program to provide 
capital-only funding for the transportation needs of elderly individuals and individuals with disabilities. 
The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), through its Transit Bureau, administers 
the Section 5310 program in New York State. NYS has a well-established competitive process, which 
includes an inter-agency review committee, for selecting fund grantees on a discretionary basis. CDTC is 
one member of the review committee that annually reviews grant applications for this area.  

As stated in CDTC’s adopted Coordinated Public Transit-Human Services Transportation Plan, 
SAFETEA-LU guidelines require that Section 5310 funding awards must be consistent with the criteria 
and recommendations set forth in the coordinated plan. CDTC’s review of the section 5310 applications 
ensures that the Section 5310 funding awards are compatible with the coordinated plan. The coordinated 
plan criteria, as they relate to the section 5310 program are:  
 

o  Section 5310 funding will be awarded first to those agencies that pursue and document bona fide 
coordination activities, such as shared maintenance agreements, agreements to provide 
transportation to clients of other agencies on a regular basis, etc. In addition, these agencies 
should receive funding for their entire application request if that level of funding is available. 
Form letters to other local Human Service Agencies will not be accepted as documentation of 
coordination activity.  

 
o  Section 5310 funding will be awarded to those agencies that do not submit appropriate 

coordination activity documentation only if the needs of those agencies that do coordinate are met 
first.  

 
o  It will be mandatory for those agencies that are funded without documentation of coordination 

activity to submit documentation of coordination efforts at the time of their next application for 
funding. If coordination activities are not pursued by these organizations by the time of their 
second Section 5310 application, these agencies will not be funded, even if there are Section 5310 
monies available.  

 
o It will be mandatory for a representative from those agencies that are funded without 

documentation of coordination activity to attend quarterly or bi-annual coordination forum 
meetings that will be arranged by CDTC staff. Failure to attend at least half of these forums will 
make these agencies ineligible for section 5310 funding for up to two years.  

5310 funds are used to purchase accessible buses for not-for-profit organizations with the program 
funding 80% of the vehicle purchase cost, with the remaining 20% provided by the applicant organization 
as the local match.  There are no operating funds provided under this program, and recipients are 
responsible for 100% of their ongoing operating expenses for buses awarded through the 5310 program 
grant. 

Applications List: For FFY 2012 applications were due to NYSDOT on June 1, 2012.  CDTC staff has 
been notified that the completed applications package will be received the week of July 24th with 
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evaluations due back to NYSDOT one month later (August 24th).  The tentative list of submitted 
applications in the CDTC region is found below: 

    2012 Section 5310 Application Summary (from NYSDOT) 
within the CDTC area and NYSDOT Region 1 (tentative list as of 7/20/12) 

No. Agency Name County 
Vehicle 
Request 

Total Cost 
Request 

8 Care for LIFE Foundation Inc, DBA Care for LIFE Albany 2 $  96,100 
13 Ctr. for Disability Services, Inc. Albany 4 $218,200 
86 Rensselaer Co. Chapter NYSARC, Inc., DBA Brunswick Ctr. Services Rensselaer 2 $   80,400 
92 Saratoga Co. Chapter NYSARC, Inc., DBA Saratoga Bridges Saratoga 4 $ 245,900 
10 Catholic Charities Senior Services In Schenectady Schenectady 1 $   41,000 
35 Eddy SeniorCare, DBA Senior Care Connection Schenectady 3 $ 138,900 
93 Schenectady Co. Chapter NYSARC, Inc., DBA Ridge Service Schenectady 2 $  103,000 

 
 
Next Steps:  CDTC staff will evaluate the applications based on established criteria as listed above and provide 
the results to the Planning Committee at its next meeting.   


