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Safety as a National Priority 
• SAFETEA-LU (2005) 

– New Planning Factor 
• Increase the safety of the transportation system for motorized and 

non-motorized users.   
– Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP)  

• Reduce fatalities and injuries on all public roads 
• Dedicated funding (Safe Routes to School) 
• Focus on a state’s most critical safety needs (strategic)   
• New data driven reporting requirements 

– Strategic Highway Safety Plan 
– HSIP Annual Report  
– 5% report 
– High Risk Rural Road report 
– Rail Highway Crossing Annual Report 



Strategic Highway Safety Plan 
• Statewide coordinated safety plan  

– Strategies  
– Performance measures 
 

• 7 Emphasis Areas 
– Driver Behavior  
– Pedestrians 
– Large Trucks 
– Motorcycles 
– Highways 
– Emergency Medical Services 
– Traffic Safety Information Services 



MPO Role 

• Planning Process for all public roads should be 
consistent with: 
– Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) 
– Transit safety/security plans and programs 

• Safety element consistent with the SHSP in long 
range plan 

• Develop strategies to incorporate safety into: 
– MPO planning process 
– TIP development 



Safety Working Group (SWG) 

• NYSAMPO: Coalition of the 13 MPOs 
– Federal, state, regional partners 
– www.nysmpos.org  

• SWG created to:  
– Advance safety planning in New York State 
– Improve traffic safety 

• All users on all public roads 

 

http://www.nysmpos.org/


Crash Data 

• Accident Location Information System 
• Traffic Records Coordinating Council 
 



Safety Partner Collaboration 

• Membership in NYSATSB 
– Chair Engineering Committee 

• NYSDOT 
– Crash data/analysis 
– Strategic Highway Safety Plan 

• GTSC/NYSP 
– TraCS 
– Crash Data Quality             

Podcast Program 
 

www.nychiefs.org – Click on Podcasts 

http://www.nychiefs.org/


Education 

• Training 
• Safety related fact sheets 

– Pedestrian signal timing 
– Designing intersections for all users 
– Complete streets 
– NYS Traffic Safety Program 



Tool Development 
• Safety Assessment Process 

– SPR funded 
• 60% of NY’s crashes occur on locally 

controlled roadways 
• Need for a low cost, easy to 

implement tool 
– Tailor the RSA to local needs in 

NYS 
– Allows for statewide uniformity 
– Potential for wide use 
– Comprehensive guidance 

• “how to” 



New Visions 2035 Safety Principle 

 
 

Improve the safety of the regional transportation system 
by creating a traveling environment that is consistent 

with the community context and provides a reasonable 
range of risk for all users of the system. 

 
Essentially, complete streets  

 



CDTC Safety Initiatives 

• Linkage Program 
– Land use/transportation planning 
– Safety a key element 

• Complete Streets 

– 76 plans funded to date 

• Safety related concepts 
– Engineering 
– Education 
– Enforcement 

 
 



Bike/Ped Safety 

• Capital Coexist 
– www.capitalcoexist.org 
– Bicycling (planned to include 

Pedestrian 

• Albany County Traffic Safety 
Awareness 

• Law Enforcement Training for 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety 

Brochures  Training 
   Course 

 

http://www.capitalcoexist.org/


Crash Data Resource 

• Static GIS crash database 
• Rensselaer County Pilot 
• Assistance with HSIP 

applications 
• Provision of crash data to 

local municipalities on 
request 

• Promotion of Safety 
Assessment Process as a 
tool 
 



Recent NYSDOT Initiatives 

• NY 7 and NY 5 pedestrian safety studies 
• Complete streets website 
• NYSDOT Engineering Instructions (EIs) & Traffic Safety 

& Mobility Instructions (TSMIs) 
– EI 13-021 – Requirements and guidance for pavement 

marking operations 
• CARDS, travel lane and shoulder width adjustments 

– EI 13-018 – Raised Crosswalks 
– TSMI 13-07 – Share Lane Marking (SLM) Policy 



HSIP 

• Coordination with NYSDOT 
– Statewide solicitation 

• Main Office 

– Regional allocation of funds 
• Region 1 Coordination 

– Site specific vs. systemic 
 

• Challenges with HSIP implementation 
– Project identification 
– Need to update HSIP procedures in NYS? 



Consideration of Safety in TIP 
• Safety benefit calculation 

– All project types 
– Supplemented with qualitative 

information 
– Merge with HSIP (assist with 

applications) 
 

• Safety set-aside projects 
– Intersection safety 
– ITS 
– Bicycle/Pedestrian network 
– Grade crossing safety 



MAP-21 
• Requires regular updates of the SHSP 
• Increases safety funding 
• Consolidates funding programs 

– Railway-highway crossings 
– Transportation Alternatives (TA) program 

• Requires state safety data system 
– perform problem identification and countermeasure 

analysis on all public roads  
– advance data collection, analysis, and integration 

capabilities  
– determine priorities for the correction of identified safety 

problems  
 
 



MAP-21 2014  
Rulemakings 

 
• Safety Performance Measures 

 
• Highway Safety Improvement Program 

 
• Highway Safety Program Grants  

 
• Metropolitan and Statewide Planning 



Where do we go from here? 

• Define role of MPO while state builds required 
databases?  

• Equity between the state and locally owned 
transportation systems? 

• Identify links between crash data and regional safety 
strategies? 

• Proactive vs. Reactive approaches? 
• Project identification? 
• Coordination with municipalities?   
• How deep do we go? 



MPO Safety Committees  

• DVRPC – Regional 
    Safety Task Force 

– Goals, objectives  
    and measures  

  
 

• NYMTC – Safety  
    Advisory Working Group 

 



Regional Multimodal Safety Plans 

• MORPC – Regional Safety Report 
– www.morpc.org  

• DVRPC – Safety Action Plan 
– www.dvrpc.org  

 
Goals/Emphasis Areas 
Crash statistics  
Safety initiatives 

 
 

http://www.morpc.org/
http://www.dvrpc.org/


MORPC Regional Safety Report 

• National, state and regional data 
• Looked at crash data 

– Overall 
– Fatal crashes/fatalities 
– Serious crash types 
– Special vehicles/roadway users 
– Incident/congestion related 

• Crash maps and lists 

 
 



Pedestrian Safety 

• New York City 
– NYMTC Pedestrian Safety Plan 

• Identifies pedestrian safety issues and 
countermeasures  

– NYCDOT Pedestrian Safety Plan 
• Where, when and how (data) 
• Action plan (3 E’s and city policy) 

 
www.nymtc.org 
www.nyc.gov  

http://www.nymtc.org/
http://www.nymtc.org/
http://www.nyc.gov/


Regional Indicators 

• DVRPC: 12 transportation 
– Safety 

• Fatalities/100 million VMT 
• Fatalities/100,000 people 



Regional Indicators 

• MORPC: 12 transportation 
– Transportation safety 

• Crashes/million VMT 

– Safe routes to school 
• School participation 

 



Brainstorming! 
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