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Introduction

Report Overview

This deliverable presents preliminary 
station plans for each of the proposed 
stations for the BRT Express service in 
the NYS Route 5 Corridor (ROUTE 5). 
The general station locations were 
identified in the operations plan for the 
BRT service, described in Deliverable C 
of the BRT Conceptual Design Study. It 
must be noted that none of the station 
locations described here or in that 
deliverable represent final decisions on 
the part of CDTA or any of the other 
interested parties. Such decisions will be 
made during Phase 2 of the Design 
Study, the preliminary engineering.

The majority of this document presents a 
detailed plan for each station in the 
corridor. These plans are specific yet 
preliminary, in that while much detail is 
provided, all of the recommendations and 
locations are subject to review and 
change, depending on negotiations with 
abutting property owners, the 
municipalities, and state and local traffic 
engineers.

The document begins with an overview 
of the BRT corridor, displays some 
preliminary shelter designs, and then 
describes the types of amenities that 
would be provided at the BRT stations. 
Each station page shows an aerial 
overview of the station area, describes 
the characteristics of that area, identifies 
issues and opportunities for the area, 
and shows a detailed potential station 
layout. Finally, the Park and Ride lots 
identified in the corridor are discussed.

Guiding Principles
A number of principles were used in choosing the station locations shown here. These principles 
should continue to inform the process of identifying the final station locations for the BRT Express 
service. The guiding principles and its compliance by each station location are shown in the table 
below.
As observed, not all stations meet all of the principles. However, those that appear weak in some guiding 
principles usually meet other principles making them a suitable location overall. For example, Steuben was 
selected because it shows some potential in terms of demand, it is located in  residential neighborhood 
(and thus has the potential to draw walking distance riders), and allows for even stop spacing in the

Support for future development – In accordance with the NY 5 
Land Use and Transportation Plan, the BRT service should support
improved land use planning and redevelopment of the ROUTE 5 
corridor.

Existing facilities – CDTA or the cities have already made 
significant facility investments at some bus stops (e.g., Lark Street). 
These locations should receive priority consideration as stations.

N/AN/A
Station pairing – Stations will be provided at locations where it is 
feasible to have eastbound and westbound stations directly across 
the street from each other.

Feeder/cross town connections – Locations where feeder 
routes or crosstown routes intersect the ROUTE 5 corridor will be 
preferred for BRT stations.

Park and ride – Locations that have the potential for significant 
park-and-ride capacity are preferred, especially in suburban areas.

N/A
Far side locations – In general, placing the BRT station at the far 
side of the intersection will be preferred to near side placement.

Good pedestrian accommodation – Riders must have safe and 
easy access to the station from side streets, and have the ability to 
cross ROUTE 5 safely at the location.

Demonstrated demand – BRT stations should be located in 
areas that have the highest current ridership on local services (Route 
55 and Route 1).

Station spacing – BRT stations should be separated by greater 
distances than used for regular local bus routes. An average spacing 
of 0.4 miles was used for urban areas (Albany and Schenectady) and 
of 2.0 miles for the intervening suburban area.
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Station meets guiding principle Station meets guiding principle moderately Station meets guiding principle poorly N/A Guiding principle Not Applicable to station

eastern part of Schenectady.  McClellan has the highest current demand in the eastern part of 
Schenectady. North Robinson is located in a residential neighborhood, which provides good 
potential for demand, its surroundings have recently been renovated, providing a good pedestrian 
environment, and provides suitable stop spacing. Lawnwood and Village of Colonie will become 
important transit centers for their neighborhoods  once the redevelopment of their surrounding 
area takes place. Balltown is a strategic location in terms of connections with other routes, Park 
and Ride and redevelopment opportunities, and potential demand because of the commercial 
developments around it.
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New York Route 5: BRT Corridor

Opportunities
• Corridor carries 25% of CDTA system transit ridership
• ROUTE 5 is a corridor of regional importance, which provides high visibility to any 

positive impact achieved on it
• The corridor has multiple trip attraction and generation zones, including downtown 

Albany, downtown Schenectady, and Colonie

Challenges
• The different typologies (downtowns, urban core, urban strip, and suburban strip) 

present in the corridor create a range of architectural styles and urban settings that 
make it challenging to implement a uniform and consistent transit system.

• The corridor contains clusters of very low density and auto oriented zones: Albany 
Auto Row (around Colvin), Northway Mall, New Karner Rd, and Mohawk Mall

• Multiple stakeholders: five cities and towns, commercial, residential, offices
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Land Use and Urban Typologies

BRT Express service Local service Feeder service

NY
5

NY
5

NY
5

• High performance route;  potential 
alternative to private automobile

• 20 stations located on sidewalks
• Stop spacing in downtowns 

approximately 1/2 mile
• Operates from 6 am to 9 pm

• Provides accessibility to the 
corridor with local stops 
every 1/6 mile – 1/8 mile

• 91 stops
• Operates from 5 am to 

midnight
• Overlapping service on 

modified Route 1 from 
Colonie Center to Albany

• Expands coverage beyond corridor
• 7 initial feeder routes incorporating 

several current shuttle services but 
more routes may be added later

• Transfer stations with enhanced 
amenities

• Timed transfers
Key Stations (transfers)
Standard BRT express stations

Proposed services

Broadway

New Karner

Colonie Center

Colvin

Washington

Veeder/Nott
Steuben
McClellan
N. Robinson

Lawnwood

Balltown

Village of Colonie

N. Allen
N. Manning

Quail
Lexington
Lark
S. Swan

SUNY

Pearl
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BRT Express Stations – Shelter prototypes

Urban prototypes Suburban prototype

Urban prototype 1 (Large) – at SUNY station location

Urban prototype 2 (Medium) – at SUNY station location

The main element of the BRT station will be the shelter. Two types of shelter prototypes are proposed—urban and 
suburban—to provide more opportunities to blend with the different architectural settings in the corridor and cause less 
impact. The urban prototypes are expected to be deployed in downtown Albany and downtown Schenectady. The 
suburban prototype would be deployed in the middle segment of the corridor. 

The stations should be modular to adjust to station demand, and the design, although custom-made for the BRT service, 
should include standard construction materials to avoid high initial and maintenance costs. The suburban prototype 
presented is the “Uncle Sam” bus stop—here shown at the queue jumper bus stop in Troy, NY. 
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BRT Express Stations - Amenities
Standard amenities
The set of standard amenities presented here are recommended for
deployment at all BRT express stations. Some amenities play a more 
important role at particular stations. For example, locations with high 
ridership volumes are specifically suited for off-vehicle fare collection and 
bike racks play a more important role at locations around low density 
single-family housing areas than in downtown stations.

Shelter with seating

Station sign

Shelter on ROUTE 5 at Veeder Av

BRT station signs in LA (Metrorapid) and Bogota
(Transmlenio)

Off-vehicle fare collection

Ticket Vending Machine 

Static system information
Static information about the BRT 
system, including routes, stations, 
schedule, span of service, and 
fares.

Photosimulation of BRT station at Veeder / Nott 
with dynamic and static information

Real-time information
Dynamic information displaying 
estimated time of arrival of next 
bus
Map of area
Map of the area around the station 
that includes all streets, main 
buildings, offices, and stores 

Off-vehicle fare collection could be achieved 
through

• proof-of-payment – barrier-free, eliminates the 
need for enclosed stations but introduces 
higher risk and costs of controlling payment

• barrier-entrance – introduces higher 
infrastructure and requires more public space 
to build enclosed stations

Renovated sidewalks

Renovated sidewalks in Schenectady, NY on 
ROUTE 5 at Veeder Av and Broadway AV

Bike racks

Public and emergency phones

Shelters will provide comfort to waiting 
customers. They will include weather 
protected seating and customer 
information. Shelter design will have 
different prototypes to adjust to the 
architecture and urban setting variation of 
the corridor as well as the demand.

Armory shelter (Lark St on Albany)

Barrier entrance to BRT station (Bogota)

More substantial impacts are observed at high 
ridership locations. On ROUTE 5 BRT, some 
stations may not require this amenity due to lower 
ridership.

Most BRT express station locations will receive new shelters cvonsistent with BRT image, however some 
locations may keep their existing shelters.

Customer information

Station signs are of great importance to BRT systems, they 
provide visibility, consistency, and rail-like image to station 
areas. Station signs will be particularly important in the ROUTE
5 BRT system because the shelters (the other main BRT 
infrastructure at station areas) will not be consistent across all 
stations.
Station names should be determined for each BRT express 
location and displayed on the station sign. BRT local station 
may also have stop signs with similar design to the BRT 
express to provide the image of one system.

Real-time next bus information in LA

Schedule information displays in some 
locations in Albany and Schenectady, NY

Sidewalks along ROUTE 5 and 
especially near the stations areas 
require renovation to provide a safe 
and friendly environment and 
encourage walk access to BRT 
stations.
Pedestrian friendly sidewalks should 
include high curbs (to avoid cars), 
well designated and safe walking 
areas, and street furniture. The 
street furniture may be specifically 
designed for the BRT system to help 
provide a system image. Below are 
descriptions of the street furniture 
elements that will be part of the 
standard BRT amenities

Pedestrian lighting
In addition to its main purpose of providing light at night time, 
pedestrian lighting has the potential to

• play a key role on conveying the system image if it is designed
specifically for the BRT system and in accordance with the design of 
other elements in the system

• delineate the pedestrian area making it safer and more pleasant

Benches
Benches may also play a role in 
conveying a system image if 
designed accordingly with other 
BRT elements, but their main 
purpose is to transform 
sidewalks from traveling 
infrastructures to meeting 
facilities. Benches allow users to 
remain at sidewalks and plazas, 
using them as meeting and 
leisure areas, which invigorates 
public space .

Trash receptacles

Uniform trash cans with a 
consistent design related to the 
other elements help to raise the 
visibility of the stations and 
maintain the image of the BRT 
system. 

Newspaper dispenser boxes

Newspaper 
dispensers in 
Schenectady

Newspaper dispensers are a desirable amenity for any 
transit station. Their design and deployment is usually 
done by the newspaper provider. However, a standard 
newspaper dispenser may be designed and enforced by 
the transit agency to maintain uniformity and consistency 
in the street furniture of the system.

Bulletin boards
A simple bike rack like the one shown 
here should be provided at all stations. 
However, some stations may need a 
more robust bike rack (weather 
protected) facility to store bikes. These 
improved facilities should be deployed in 
stations located in lower density 
residential neighborhoods to encourage 
residents from farther distances to ride to 
the BRT station.

Bike rack on ROUTE 5 and Washington Av in 
Schenectady 

Installing emergency phones at all BRT express stations may increase public’s 
perception of safety. Emergency phones should be linked to the operations 
control center and the police. The phones may also serve to alert the control 
center of service disruptions.
Public phones may be deployed as well, their cost should be marginal if 
emergency phones are being implemented. The phone booth could be designed 
specifically for the BRT system instead of using standard phone booths to help 
raise the visibility of the system.

Bulletin boards are an 
effective way of 
providing 
neighborhood identity 
to residential areas 
and communicating 
with commuters in 
downtown stations.
The element holding 
the bulletin board may 
be specifically 
designed for the BRT 
system and include the 
public and emergency 
phones, customer 
information, etc. 
Designing one element 
for many street 
amenities reduces the 
number of independent 
elements on sidewalk 
and the element itself 
may become a sign of 
the BRT stations.  
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Amenities
Optional amenities
The set of optional amenities presented here are recommended for
deployment at certain stations according to their characteristics. For 
example vending machines and restrooms may only be provided at the 
higher volume transfer stations. The vending machines pose less of a 
maintenance burden for the transit agency since they are usually
maintained by the providers. 

Vending machines

Closed Circuit TV

Restrooms
Restrooms tend to be avoided in most on-street bus stations because 
of the maintenance burden they impose on the agency and their 
infrastructure requirements. However, larger transfer facilities usually 
provide restroom services. In the case of BRT on ROUTE 5, the 
transfer station at Colonie Center may be the only station that warrants 
restrooms.
If bathrooms are implemented, it is recommended to contract out their 
operation and maintenance. Poorly maintained bathrooms rapidly 
deteriorate a facility.

Vending machines are a great way to provide food and services to users 
without the risk and costs of facility maintenance. Vending machines are 
recommended for high volume, key transfer stations, such as Colonie 
Center, New Karner, and potentially Washington Avenue in Schenectady.

Security camera
In addition to their main purpose of monitoring the stations from a safety 
standpoint, security cameras also provide the operations control center 
an important tool to monitor the system from a service standpoint and 
react to unexpected situations. Security cameras also increase the 
public’s perception of safety in the system.
Security cameras may be deployed at high ridership stations and at 
stations located in areas with safety concerns.

Closed Circuit TV may be implemented in stations with high ridership. 
The TV system serves to communicate with the passengers. 
Communications include ongoing information about the system, the city, 
etc, and unexpected events that may warrant an alert to the customers.
Ongoing programming at stations may also help reduce the waiting time 
penalty perception because users entertain themselves while waiting for 
the bus. 

Other considerations
Power
The provision and maintenance of electricity to all 
stations is usually an additional  burden to the agency 
operating the BRT service. Alternative power sources 
should be considered during the procurement process; 
for example, solar power to provide lighting to shelters 
and power to other amenities. The photographs to the 
right show a “real-time” information display used in the 
San Luis Obispo, CA bus network that uses solar 
power.
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Characteristics of the area
• Urban typology - urban core
• Land use –

• North of ROUTE 5: residential
• South of ROUTE 5:  industrial/commercial

• Main generators – residences to the north of ROUTE 5
• Main attractors – Schenectady County Community College, YMCA, local stores
• Redevelopment opportunities – currently, the area between ROUTE 5 and Erie Blvd has 

scattered industrial and commercial development. This area may be appropriate for a 
higher density, mixed-use development - the presence of Schenectady County Community 
College in the area is an advantage for this type of development.

• Park and ride opportunities –
• Short-term – agreements with existing parking lot owners to share parking
• Long-term – buy existing lots, build new parking lot west of Schenectady County 

Community College, or re-develop blocks south of ROUTE 5 and include Park-and-
Ride lots or garages.

• Connections –
• Other CDTA routes at this station – BRT local, 50, 51, 52, 53, 59, 61, 62, and 63
• Greyhound Travel Center

Schenectady County Community College and eastbound shelter

Schenectady Travel Center

WB

Issues & 
Opportunities

• Improve pedestrian connection 
with residential neighborhood 
north of the station, and 
Schenectady County 
Community College

• Re-development of the 
recommended area may be 
difficult due to the smaller size  
of the properties (multiple 
owners), thus an incremental 
approach to re-develop the 
area may be appropriate.

• Use the Community College as 
an anchor for mixed use and a 
transit friendly neighborhood

• Pocket park next to the station 
provides a good start to 
improve pedestrian 
environment in the station area 
but needs to be renovated to 
provide pleasant and friendly 
environment

• Space between Travel Center 
and BRT station should be 
redeveloped creating an 
attractive pedestrian 
connection between the two 
transportation elements 

Focus area for pedestrian enhancement
Crosswalks that require  improvement

EB Eastbound stop
WB Westbound stop

Eastbound
• Location – on ROUTE 5, in front of the Schenectady Greyhound Travel Center, 

midblock between Washington Av and South Church St (same as current stop)
• Bus stop type – maintain curb side stop
• Expected daily boardings – 110 on BRT, 90 on local (200 total) 
• Station prototype – existing shelter may be used and retrofit with BRT amenities to

fit new BRT image, the existing electronic route sign in shelter should be replaced 
with real-time information.

• Amenities – standard amenities and security camera

Existing eastbound shelter and bus stop Existing eastbound bus stop

Westbound
• Location –on Washington Av in front of the Schenectady County Community 

College (same as current stop), middle block between ROUTE 5 and Water St
• Bus stop  type – maintain bus bay design – re-joining traffic is not an issue for 

the buses at this location
• Expected daily boardings – no passengers boarding
• Station prototype – no shelter in this location, it is the last stop of the route and 

boarding passengers may wait at the eastbound station across the street
• Amenities – station sign, map of area, renovated sidewalks, pedestrian lighting. 

The complete set of standard amenities is not required.

EB

Routing and Layover
• Routing – westbound vehicles (both express and local)  would 

follow the same route currently used by bus route 55, from 
State St:

• left on Washington Av
• U-turn under 890 access ramp
• right on State St 

• Layover – vehicles may layover on State St, in front of the 
station, as they currently operate, where there is a lane 
provided for bus layover

Travel 
Center

890 87

90

Potential Park-and-Ride site
Potential re-development area

PBRT Express Station
BRT Express Route

0.25 mile catchment area
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Characteristics of the area
• Urban typology - urban core (downtown Schenectady)
• Land use – primarily commercial and offices with pockets of 

residential use
• Main generators – residences and Amtrak train station
• Main attractors – New York State DOT, local stores and 

offices in city center, and Amtrak train station
• Redevelopment opportunities – the northeast corner 

between ROUTE 5 and the Amtrak tracks is currently a 
parking lot for the train station that could be redeveloped into
higher density, mixed use buildings that include parking for 
the train station and the BRT system

• Connections –
• Other CDTA routes at this station – BRT local, 51, 52, 

53, 59, 61, 62, and 63
• Amtrak trains

• Parking – parking is available at various lots nearby, most of 
them have a 2 hour limit and a span of service from 8 am to 
6 pm

Broadway Av bridge over ROUTE  5 Existing westbound bus stop under Broadway Av Pedestrian treatment leading to shelter and bus stopExisting shelter near bus stop

WB

EB

Eastbound
• Location – on ROUTE 5 under the 

Broadway Av overpass, middle block 
between Clinton St and Erie Blvd 
(same as current stop)

• Bus stop type – maintain curb side 
stop and one through lane for 
vehicles

• Expected daily boardings – 90 on 
BRT, 80 on local (170 total) 

• Station prototype – maintain 
existing shelter under the overpass, 
BRT elements and street furniture 
would be deployed to retrofit the 
location providing BRT image

• Amenities – station sign, BRT 
system information, map of area, 
real-time bus arrival information, 
benches, trash receptacles, 
newspaper dispenser boxes, public 
phones, emergency phones, and 
security camera. The complete set of 
standard amenities (i.e. renovated 
sidewalks) is not required due to 
recent renovation of the area.

Westbound
• Location – on ROUTE 5 under the 

Broadway Av overpass, middle block 
between Clinton St and Erie Blvd 
(same as current stop)

• Bus stop type – maintain bus bay 
stop and one through lane for vehicles

• Expected daily boardings – minimal
• Station prototype – maintain existing 

shelter under the overpass, BRT 
elements and street furniture would be 
deployed to retrofit the location 
providing BRT image

• Amenities – station sign, BRT system 
information, map of area, phones, and 
security camera. Fewer amenities are 
required here due to recent 
renovations and minimal expected 
boardings.

Issues & Opportunities
• Use existing shelters on both 

sides of ROUTE 5
• The area has been recently 

renovated and efforts to create a 
pedestrian-friendly environment 
have been initiated.

• BRT amenities would be 
deployed to provide the area with 
BRT image but these amenities 
should blend with newly 
renovated sidewalks and existing 
street furniture.

• Improve pedestrian connection 
with Amtrak station and take 
advantage of potential synergies 
with rail system (i.e. parking, 
transfers, amenities)

NYS DOT

Focus area for pedestrian enhancement EB Eastbound stop
WB Westbound stop

890 87

90

Potential Park-and-Ride site
Potential re-development area

PBRT Express Station
BRT Express Route

0.25 mile catchment area
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Veeder / Nott

NYS 
DOT

Nott T
err

Veeder Av

Summit A
v

ROUTE 5

Liberty St

N
Downtown 

Schenectady

NYS
DOL

General 
Electric

Museum

MVP 
Health

County Court House

County Office 
Building

Jail

Fire 
Department

Vale 
Cemetery

Union 
College

Albany St

Characteristics of the area
• Urban typology - urban core – downtown Schenectady
• Land use – commercial and offices to the west of Veeder Av / 

Nott Terr and to the east primarily residential
• Main generators – residences to the east of Veeder Av / Nott 

Terr
• Main attractors – MVP Health, county buildings (court house, 

offices, jail, NYS Department of Labor), General Electric, and 
stores and offices in downtown Schenectady

• Redevelopment opportunities – the northeast corner between 
Nott Terr and ROUTE 5 has a small site, virtually vacant,  that 
may be appropriate for development of mixed use buildings, 
potentially including Park-and-Ride spaces

• Connections –
• Other CDTA routes at this station – BRT local, 52, 53, 59, 

and 62
• Potential feeder service to Union College may stop at this 

location

WB

EB

Eastbound
• Location – on ROUTE 5 west of 

Veeder Av, near side, across the 
street from the MVP Health 
building (same as current stop)

• Bus stop type – maintain bus 
bay design. Only one through 
lane limit opportunities for 
curbside or bulb out. Remove 
existing neck down to ease buses 
operation when leaving bus bay.

• Expected daily boardings –180 
on BRT, 160 on local (340 total) 

• Station prototype – urban
• Amenities – standard amenities

Westbound
• Location –on ROUTE 5 west 

of Nott Terr, far side, in front 
of the MVP Health building 
(same as current stop)

• Bus stop type – maintain bus 
bay design. Only one through 
lane limit opportunities for 
curbside or bulb out. 

• Expected daily boardings –
minimal

• Station prototype – no 
shelter due to minimal 
boardings

• Amenities – station sign, BRT 
system information, map of 
area. Fewer amenities are 
required in this location due to 
recent renovation and minimal 
expected boardings.

Issues & Opportunities
• The renovation of ROUTE 5 west of Veeder Av will provide a more pedestrian-

friendly environment. This effort sets direction and provides an anchor point for 
public space initiatives within the BRT project ensuring continuity and to spur the 
same type of development in neighboring zones.

• Improve crosswalk on Veeder Ave and Route 5 – because cross section 
distance is long, provide a raised median if possible.

Eastbound station location and newly renovated sidewalk

Existing westbound 
bus bay

Westbound 
shelter 
location

Westbound – far side station location and newly renovated sidewalk Existing eastbound shelter

Potential 
redevelopment  

MVP Health

Focus area for pedestrian enhancement
Potential redevelopment area
Crosswalks that require  improvement

EB Eastbound stop
WB Westbound stop

Recommended neck 
down removal to ease 
buses operation when 

leaving bus bay

Pedestrian 
crosswalk with 
median 
example on 
ROUTE 5 at 
South Pearl St 
in downtown 
Albany

890 87

90

Potential Park-and-Ride site
Potential re-development area

PBRT Express Station
BRT Express Route

0.25 mile catchment area
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Steuben

Steuben St ROUTE 5

Residential

Imperial 
Motel

Vale 
Cemetery

Albany St

N

Residential
Twins 
Motor 

Inn Westbound station location

Eastbound station locationWestbound sidewalk and setback

Characteristics of the area
• Urban typology – urban strip
• Land use – primarily residential but ROUTE 5 front has 

mixed use (commercial and residential)
• Main generators – residences
• Main attractors – local stores and offices
• Redevelopment opportunities – the north quadrant 

between ROUTE 5 and Moyston St is a vacant site next to 
the Vale Cemetery that could be redeveloped with mixed use

• Connections –
• Other CDTA routes at this station – BRT local and 62

WB

EB

Eastbound
• Location – west of Steuben St on 

ROUTE 5, near side (same as current 
stop), where setback is approximately 
17 feet. Setback in far side location is 
too narrow to place shelter. 

• Bus stop type – maintain curb side 
stop

• Expected daily boardings – 60 on 
BRT, 20 on local (80 total) 

• Station prototype – urban
• Amenities – standard amenities, large 

bike rack is recommended for this 
station

Westbound
• Location – on ROUTE 5 between 

Steuben St and Moyston St, far side 
with respect to Steuben St traffic light, 
in front of Twins Motor Inn

• Bus stop type – maintain curb side 
stop

• Expected daily boardings – 25 on 
BRT, 5 on local (30 total)

• Station prototype – urban
• Amenities – standard amenities, large 

bike rack recommended for this station

Issues & Opportunities
• Enhance pedestrian crosswalk on ROUTE 5 at Steuben St
• Take advantage of wide sidewalks on both sides of ROUTE 5 and renovate them, 

as well as those on perpendicular streets to encourage pedestrian access to 
station from residential neighborhoods around the station

• Although this station is not considered a strong candidate for Park-and-Ride, 
redevelopment of the northern lot may include park-and-ride spaces

• The characteristics of the station surroundings (i.e. residential) make it suitable for 
bike access

Residential

Moyst
on St

Imperial 
Motel

Twins 
Motor 

Inn

Steuben St

Potential 
redevelopment

Imperial 
Motel

Twins 
Motor 

Inn

Potential 
redevelopment

17-foot setback (approx.) 

EB Eastbound stop
WB Westbound stop

Focus area for pedestrian enhancement
Potential redevelopment area
Crosswalks that require  improvement

890 87

90

Potential Park-and-Ride site
Potential re-development area

PBRT Express Station
BRT Express Route

0.25 mile catchment area
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North Robinson

Westbound station location

North Robinson St

ROUTE 5

Residential

Central 
Park

Albany St

N

Elder St

Linden St
North Elm St

Haigh Av

James St

St. Luke’s 
School

Lincoln 
School

Becker St

Characteristics of the area
• Urban typology – urban strip
• Land use – primarily residential with some mixed use on 

ROUTE 5 front
• Main generators – residences to the northeast of ROUTE 5
• Main attractors – local stores, Lincoln School
• Connections –

• Other CDTA routes at this station – BRT local

Eastbound
• Location – on ROUTE 5 west of North 

Robinson St, far side
• Bus stop type – bulb out, extend 

recently built pedestrian bulb out to 
provide space for shelter

• Expected daily boardings – 65 on 
BRT, 5 on local (70 total) 

• Station prototype – urban
• Amenities – standard amenities, large 

bike racks recommended

Westbound
• Location – on ROUTE 5 west of North 

Robinson St, far side
• Bus stop type – bulb out, extend 

recently built pedestrian bulb out to 
provide space for shelter

• Expected daily boardings – 25 on 
BRT

• Station prototype – urban
• Amenities – standard amenities, large 

bike racks recommended

Eastbound station location 

North Robinson St

WB

EB

Issues & 
Opportunities

• Primarily residential area with 
high potential to generate trips 
– walking and biking facilities 
should be enhanced across 
the catchment area to 
encourage use of BRT system

• Sidewalks along ROUTE 5 in 
this segment have been 
recently renovated, creating a 
pleasant pedestrian 
environment. This 
improvement should spur the 
same type of treatment onto 
perpendicular streets, 
particularly those going into 
northwest residential blocks to 
encourage walk access to 
station.

• The characteristics of the 
station surroundings (i.e. 
residential) make it suitable 
for bike access

Focus area for pedestrian enhancement
Crosswalks that require  improvement

EB Eastbound stop
WB Westbound stop

Westbound
shelter location Bulb out 

extension 

Eastbound 
shelter 

location 

Bulb out 
extension 

Eastbound
shelter location 

890 87

90

Potential Park-and-Ride site
Potential re-development area

PBRT Express Station
BRT Express Route

0.25 mile catchment area
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McClellan

Existing eastbound bus stop

Existing westbound bus stop

McClellan St

ROUTE 5

Residential

Blockbuster

St. Agnes 
Cemetery

Albany St

N

Residential
Rite 
Aid

P
Eckerd Brandywine St

Characteristics of the area
• Urban typology – urban strip
• Land use – primarily commercial and mixed use on ROUTE 5 front but mainly residential to the 

northeast of ROUTE 5 and along Albany St on the southern side of the corridor
• Main generators – residences
• Main attractors – local stores, St Luke’s school
• Redevelopment opportunities – west of ROUTE 5 between McClellan St and Brandywine St –

low density commercial sites that could be redeveloped into higher density mixed use (residential 
and commercial) buildings, including Park-and-Ride spaces

• Park-and-Ride opportunities –
• Short-term – agreements with existing parking lot owners to share parking
• Long-term – redevelop existing lots including park-and-ride space

• Connections –
• Other CDTA routes at this station – BRT local and 62
• Potential feeder service to Union College may stop at this location

Eastbound
• Location – on ROUTE 5 west of 

McClellan St intersection, middle block, 
in front of Apollo Stereo (same as 
current location)

• Bus stop type – maintain curb side 
stop, lack of parking and left turn lane 
limit opportunities for bulb out

• Expected daily boardings – 50 on 
BRT, 70 on local (120 total)

• Station prototype – urban
• Amenities – standard amenities, large 

bike rack recommended

Westbound
• Location – on ROUTE 5 west of 

McClellan St, far side, in front of the 
Rite Price Furniture parking lot

• Bus stop type – curbside stop
• Expected daily boardings – 100 on 

BRT, 20 on local (120 total)
• Station prototype – urban
• Amenities – standard amenities, 

large bike rack recommended

Issues & Opportunities
• Sidewalk space for eastbound shelter is narrow, thus property impact and 

access management may be needed
• Alternative EB shelter location is farther down, before Kelton Av, in front of 

residences or Western Pizza introducing a bulb out,   parking and using the 
median to maintain one through lane. 

• Improve pedestrian environment at westbound location including access 
management to Rite Price Furniture

• Short term Park-and-Ride possible with cooperation of owners of lots on the 
northern side of ROUTE 5, however, long-term redevelopment of the area must 
create Park-and-Ride spaces.

• Create mid-block pedestrian connection with residential blocks south of ROUTE 
5, possibly between Blockbuster and Laundry

• The characteristics of the station surroundings (i.e. residential) make it suitable 
for bike access

St. Luke’s 
School

WB

EB

Blockbuster
Laundry

Apolo Stereo

Western 
Pizza

Cleaners

Rite Price 
Furniture

Current 
shelter

P
Rite Price 
Furniture

Kelton Av

McClellan St

Focus area for pedestrian enhancement
Potential redevelopment area

EB Eastbound stop
WB Westbound stop

Chinese 
Restaurant

Crosswalks that require  improvement

Westbound view of ROUTE 5 and Brandywine St

890 87

90

Potential Park-and-Ride site
Potential re-development area

PBRT Express Station
BRT Express Route

0.25 mile catchment area
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Lawnwood

Existing Woodlawn Plaza and eastbound shelter. Source: NY5 Land Use and Transportation Study

Characteristics of the area
• Urban typology – urban strip, overall lower density residential 

area with single-family housing
• Land use – primarily residential
• Main generators – residences
• Main attractors – Woodlawn Plaza and local stores
• Redevelopment opportunities – Woodlawn Plaza – this site 

was subject of a detailed study in the NY5 Corridor Land Use 
and Transportation Study. Two options are outlined for 
redevelopment

• Intermediate Scenario - the existing Woodlawn Plaza 
Mall is retained and revitalized with new retail and 
service uses, such as medical offices.

• Stimulated Scenario - the existing mall is removed and a 
new connector street (in the location of the vacated 
Lawnwood Avenue right-of-way) is introduced between 
State Street and Albany Street. This new street is lined 
with two and three story mixed-use commercial and 
residential buildings. 

• Connections –
• Other CDTA routes at this station – BRT local

Eastbound
• Location – east of Lawnwood Av on 

ROUTE 5, far side, in front of 
Woodlawn Plaza

• Bus stop type – curb side stop in 
short term but convert to bulb out 
when area is redeveloped

• Expected daily boardings – 20 on 
BRT, 25 on local (45 total)

• Station prototype – suburban
• Amenities – standard amenities 

Westbound
• Location – east of Lawnwood Av on 

ROUTE 5, near side, across the street 
from Woodlawn Plaza

• Bus stop type – curb side stop in 
short term but convert to bulb out 
when area is redeveloped

• Expected daily boardings – 40 on 
BRT, 10 on local (50 total)

• Station prototype – suburban
• Amenities – standard amenities

Issues & Opportunities
• Improve pedestrian connection with neighborhoods west of 

Lawnwood Av on ROUTE 5, they would generate most passengers 
at this location

• Improve pedestrian connection with Woodlawn Plaza
• Redevelop Woodlawn Plaza according to NY5 study 

recommendation for intermediate or stimulated scenario
• Ensure provision of bike racks within amenities 

Lawnwood Av

ROUTE 5

Residential

Cemetery

Albany St

N

Laurel Av

Consaul Rd

ROUTE 7

Myrtle
 Av

School St

P

Woodlawn Plaza area under recommended Stimulated Scenario redevelopment. Source: NY5 Land Use and 
Transportation Study

Woodlawn 
Plaza

WB

EB

Woodlawn 
Plaza

Current 
shelter

Proposed Woodlawn Plaza redevelopment 
– Intermediate Scenario. Source: NY5 Land 

Use and Transportation Study

Proposed location of westbound and eastbound stations

Focus area for pedestrian enhancement
Potential redevelopment area

EB Eastbound stop
WB Westbound stop

Crosswalks that require  improvement

Auto 
Sales 

Wedekind

Auto 
Wash

Eastbound 
shelter 

location 
Westbound 

shelter 
location 

Required improved 
crosswalk 

890 87

90

Potential Park-and-Ride site
Potential re-development area

PBRT Express Station
BRT Express Route

0.25 mile catchment area
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Balltown
Characteristics of the area
• Urban typology – suburban strip, designated in the 

NY5 Land Use and Transportation Study as potential 
Regional Mixed-use District. 

• Land use –
• East of ROUTE 5 – primarily commercial (i..e

large retail development)
• West of ROUTE 5 – low density, single-family 

housing
• Main generators – residences and potential Balltown 

feeder route
• Main attractors – Mohawk Mall and transfers to 

mainline
• Redevelopment opportunities – Although the 

Mohawk Mall site was redeveloped in 2001, rapid 
change in retail format point to a new redevelopment in 
5 to 10 years. At that point, the Mohawk Mall site could 
be redeveloped into a system of streets and blocks with 
mixed use and higher density, as suggested in the NY5 
Land Use and Transportation Study

• Park-and-Ride opportunities –
• Short-term – agreement with existing parking lot 

owners to share parking
• Long-term – redevelopment of Mohawk Mall site, 

including park-and-ride space
• Connections –

• Other CDTA routes at this station – BRT local and 
potential Balltown feeder

Eastbound
• Location – west of 

Balltown Rd on 
ROUTE 5, near side

• Bus stop type –
curbside stop

• Expected daily 
boardings – 20 on 
BRT, 10 on local (30 
total)

• Station prototype –
suburban

• Amenities – standard 
amenities

Westbound
• Location – east of 

Balltown Rd on ROUTE 
5, near side, same as 
current stop

• Bus stop type –
curbside stop

• Expected daily 
boardings – 50 on 
BRT, 20 on local (70 
total)

• Station prototype –
suburban

• Amenities – standard 
amenities

Issues & Opportunities
• Improve pedestrian connection from neighborhood to the west of ROUTE 5 and to Mohawk Mall
• Explore shuttle service to Mall
• Eliminate bus bay from current eastbound stop

ROUTE 5

Residential

Mohawk 
MallBa

llt
ow

n 
Rd N

St
an

fo
rd

 S
t

Mi
dl

an
d 

Av

Albany St

Central
 Av

Becker Av

P

Mohawk 
Mall

P

WB

EB

Westbound current and future shelter locationEastbound shelter location

Current 
shelter

Focus area for pedestrian enhancement
Potential redevelopment area

EB Eastbound stop
WB Westbound stop

Crosswalks that require  improvement

Ford Auto 
Sales

Gas 
station

Gas 
station

Ford Auto 
Sales

Gas 
station

Gas 
station

Ford Auto 
Sales

Gas 
station

Gas 
station

Dunkin 
Donuts

Current 
shelter

Current and 
location of 

future station
Eastbound 

shelter 
location 

Current 
shelter 

890 87

90

Potential Park-and-Ride site
Potential re-development area

PBRT Express Station
BRT Express Route

0.25 mile catchment area
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890 87

90New Karner

Existing view of ROUTE 5 at K-Mart 
on New Karner Rdc

Proposed build-out of redevelopment concept west of New Karner
Rd. Source: NY5 Land Use and Transportation Study

ROUTE 5

Kohl’s

N

New Karner Rd

Vly
Rd

K-mart

Gas 
station

Burger 
King

Colonie 
Plaza

Dance 
School

Rite 
Aid

HondaP

Dragon 
Buffet

HSBC

Jupiter 
Plaza

Gas 
station

Rite 
Aid

HSBC

Jupiter 
Plaza

Signs 
Now

Commercial

WB

EB

Current 
shelter

Future 
Pharmacy

Potential queue jumper

Acceleration lane and exit taper

Eastbound
• Location – east of New 

Karner Rd on ROUTE 5, far 
side, across the street from 
Signs Now. Alternative 
location: same as current 
stop, in front of K-mart –
particularly desirable if 
redevelopment takes place.

• Bus stop type – bus bay, 
transfer station with mall 
feeder

• Expected daily boardings –
70 on BRT, 50 on local (120 
total) 

• Station prototype –
suburban

• Amenities – standard 
amenities, security camera, 
closed circuit TV, and 
vending machines 

Westbound
• Location – west of New 

Karner Rd on ROUTE 5, in 
front of Rite Aid Pharmacy, 
far side

• Bus stop type – queue 
jumper taper

• Expected daily boardings
– 30 on BRT, 10 on local (40 
total)

• Station prototype –
suburban

• Amenities – standard 
amenities

Characteristics of the area
• Urban typology – suburban strip, designated in the NY5 

Land Use and Transportation Study as potential Regional 
Mixed-use District. 

• Land use – primarily retail and offices
• Main generators – transfers from feeder routes
• Main attractors – shopping centers (e.g. Village Square 

Shopping Center, Colonie Plaza), large stores (e.g. Price 
Chopper’s, K-mart, Kohl’s), and local offices and stores

• Redevelopment opportunities – as suggested in the NY5 
Land Use and Transportation Study, the area around the 
intersection of New Karner Rd and Central Av creates one 
of the best opportunities along ROUTE 5 for major reuse 
and redevelopment of an area into a mixed-use district due 
to its size and relatively consolidated ownership. The 
concept plan below and to the left was developed under 
the aforementioned study for the properties west of New 
Karner Rd. Properties to the east are also likely to change 
over time.

• Park-and-Ride opportunities –
• Short-term – agreement with existing parking lot 

owners to share parking
• Long-term – redevelopment of shopping centers 

include park-and-ride spaces
• Connections –

• Feeder routes – Mall feeder (existing Shuttle Bug)
• Other CDTA routes at this station – BRT local

Village Square 
Shopping Center

Price 
Chopper’s

Issues & Opportunities
• Negotiate with property owner to build transfer station on eastbound location
• Potential WB queue jumper implies far-side westbound station and property impact both 

east and west of New Karner to create queue jumper and acceleration lane, which 
generates property impact to pharmacy to the west of New Karner Rd

Focus area for pedestrian enhancement
Potential redevelopment area

EB Eastbound stop
WB Westbound stop

Crosswalks that require  improvement

Eastbound station 
location Westbound queue jumper and 

shelter potential location

Potential Park-and-Ride site
Potential re-development area

PBRT Express Station
BRT Express Route

0.25 mile catchment area
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Village of Colonie

Proposed redevelopment in Community Center area – initial phase and stimulated scenario
Source: NY5 Land Use and Transportation Study 

Existing community center and proposed multi-lane boulevard and green in front of community center. Westbound station 
location. Source: NY5 Land Use and Transportation Study

ROUTE 5

N

Jupiter La Butcher 
Block Grill

Dunkin 
Donuts

Village of 
Colonie 

Community 
Center Locust Pk

Clark 
Industrial 

Park

Quality 
Inn

Ramada 
Inn Comfort 

Inn

Winston Pl

P

P
Lapham Dr

Broderick St

Eastbound
• Location – on ROUTE 5, nearside west 

of Locust Pk.
• Bus stop type – curbside stop
• Expected daily boardings – 20 on 

BRT, 10 on local (30 total) (Higher after 
redevelopment)

• Station prototype – suburban
• Amenities – standard amenities

Westbound
• Location – far side west of Locust Pk.
• Bus stop type – curbside stop
• Expected daily boardings – 10 on 

BRT (Higher after redevelopment)
• Station prototype – suburban
• Amenities – standard amenities

Characteristics of the area
• Urban typology – suburban strip 
• Land use – low density mixed use: offices, retail, and services on ROUTE 5 front and 

residential on perpendicular streets
• Main generators – residences
• Main attractors – Village of Colonie Community Center, local offices and stores
• Redevelopment opportunities – the area surrounding the Community Center and the Center 

itself provide a unique opportunity for redevelopment and anchor a vibrant Village Center. The 
figure to the right presents the proposed land use redevelopment in the area. Currently, the 
eastbound ROUTE 5 front between Lapham Dr and Jupiter La is underdeveloped, the 
redevelopment paired with improvements on the community center could bring more activities  
to the town center creating a lively environment, friendly to pedestrians and bikers. The 
redevelopment plans should include some Park-and-Ride spaces.

• Park-and-Ride opportunities –
• Short-term – agreement with existing parking lot owners to share parking
• Long-term – include park-and-ride areas on redevelopment plans

• Connections –
• Other CDTA routes at this station – BRT local

Issues & Opportunities
• Replace current Lapham Dr stop with 

eastbound BRT station
• Create neighborhood identity with 

redevelopment, which is anchored on 
Community Center

• Long term stimulated scenario would 
rebuild ROUTE 5 on this segment as a 
“multi-lane boulevard” locating through 
traffic in the central lanes and provide a 
parallel but separated local accesway. 
The local accessways create a more 
pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly 
environment along the street edge

P

Residential

Residential

Village of 
Colonie 

Community 
Center

P

WB

EB
Focus area for pedestrian enhancement
Potential redevelopment area

EB Eastbound stop
WB Westbound stop

Crosswalks that require  improvement

Eastbound station location

Electronics 
store

Dunkin 
Donuts

890 87

90

Potential Park-and-Ride site
Potential re-development area

PBRT Express Station
BRT Express Route

0.25 mile catchment area

Jupiter La

Locust Pk
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Colonie Center

P

Characteristics of the area
• Urban typology – suburban strip, large shopping malls, important regional point
• Land use – retail and offices
• Main generators – feeder routes
• Main attractors – Colonie Center and Northway Mall
• Redevelopment opportunities –

• In the short to medium-term, it seems infeasible to redevelop this area; however 
opportunities to convert it into a higher density, mixed-use zone may arise in the long-
term future

• The Northway Mall site lends itself to sooner redevelopment than Colonie Center. 
Redevelopment should aim to convert the area into street-front commercial and 
residential developments with parking in the back

• Park-and-ride opportunities – agreements with shopping center management to allow 
park-and-ride in their lots

• Connections – Colonie Center is a key transfer station, it will allow transfers among the 
BRT express and local routes, feeder routes, other CDTA routes, taxis, and private cars

• Feeder routes – State Campus, Mall feeder, Wolf Rd
• Other CDTA routes at this station – BRT local, 2, and 90

Cross section of ROUTE 5 at current Colonie Center bus stop

Westbound ROUTE 5 at Wolf Rd – queue jumper & right turn lane

Alt. 1 – Bi-directional 
transfer station (EB & 
WB)

• Location – on ROUTE 5, middle 
block between access roads to 
Colonie Center – one transfer 
station to the north of ROUTE 5 for 
both EB and WB vehicles

• Bus stop type – special central 
platform for EB and WB vehicles, 
and feeder routes 

• Expected daily boardings –
Eastbound 220 on BRT, 50 on local 
(270 total); Westbound 50 on BRT, 
90 on local (140 total) 

• Station prototype – key station –
special design

• Amenities – standard amenities 
plus security camera, Closed 
Circuit TV, vending machines, and 
potentially restrooms

Existing setback – location of future transfer station

Transit Center at Colonie Center

Northway 
Mall

ROUTE 5

Hackett A
v

N

Colonie 
Center

Transit 
Center

Our Lady of 
Angels 

Cemetery

P
P

Nolan Rd

I - 87

Wolf R
d

Feeder routes

P

890 87

90

Alt. 2 – Uni-directional 
transfer stations

• Location – on ROUTE 5, middle 
block between access roads to 
Colonie Center – separate stations 
for eastbound and westbound 
buses

• Bus stop type –curbside stop
• Expected daily boardings –

Eastbound 220 on BRT, 50 on local 
(270 total); Westbound 50 on BRT, 
90 on local (140 total)

• Station prototype – key station –
special design

• Amenities – standard amenities 
plus security camera, Closed 
Circuit TV, vending machines, and 
potentially restrooms

Feeder routes
Focus area for pedestrian enhancement
Crosswalks that require  improvement

P

P

Potential Park-and-Ride site
Potential re-development area

PBRT Express Station
BRT Express Route

0.25 mile catchment area

Focus area for pedestrian enhancement Crosswalks that require  improvement
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North Allen

Issues & Opportunities
• Eastbound sidewalk is narrow, a bulb out will provide room for shelter and sidewalk. Bulb out 

recommended due to the existence of parking lane, and two additional through lanes, thus at 
least one through lane will always be in service when buses are at station

• Westbound – no bulb out is recommended, presence of left turn lane and bulb out could block 
ROUTE 5 without through lane when buses are at stop

• Improve pedestrian connection with residential neighborhoods to both sides of ROUTE 5
• Consider Park and Ride opportunity on Willow St and North Allen St 

Residential

W
ate

rvl
iet

  A
v

Lincoln Av

ROUTE 5

N Alle
n S

t
N

3 rdSt

St. Annes
Institute

Memorial 
home

680 
Central 

Av

Gas 
station

Everett R
d

N M
an

nin
g B

lvd

Blessed 
Sacrament 

School

Eastbound station location

Characteristics of the area
• Urban typology – urban strip 
• Land use – mixed use, typically 3-story buildings with first 

floor commercial and second and third floors residential
• Main generators – residences
• Main attractors – local stores and offices, St. Annes

Institute, Blessed Sacrament School 
• Redevelopment opportunities –northern area, both west 

and east of ROUTE 5 presents opportunities for denser 
development, with street-front stores and back parking   

• Connections –
• Other CDTA routes at this station – BRT local, 30, 43

WB
EB

Eastbound
• Location – on ROUTE 5 in front of Florist shop 

– far side east of North Allen St
• Bus stop type – create bulb out on existing 

parking lane, bulb out will provide space for 
shelter and reduce dwell time when buses re-
join traffic

• Expected daily boardings – 100 on BRT, 10 
on local (110 total) 

• Station prototype – urban
• Amenities – standard amenities

Westbound
• Location – on ROUTE 5 in front of parking lot 

of Memorial Home, same as current location, 
middle block between Watervliet Av and Colby 
St

• Bus stop type – maintain curb side stop
• Expected boardings – 60 on BRT, 70 on local 

(130 total)
• Station prototype – urban
• Amenities – standard amenities

Memorial 
home

680 
Central 

Av

Florist

Focus area for pedestrian enhancement
Crosswalks that require  improvement

EB Eastbound shelter
WB Westbound shelter

Westbound – current shelter and future station location

890 87

90

Potential Park-and-Ride site
Potential re-development area

PBRT Express Station
BRT Express Route

0.25 mile catchment area

P

P
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Colvin

Lincoln Av

ROUTE 5

Colvin
 Av

N

Westland 
Hills Park

Interstate 90

Hannaford 
Plaza

Westgate 
shopping 

center

West MallAuto 
sales

Auto wash 
and repair 855 Central Av

P

P

Focus area for pedestrian enhancement
Crosswalks that require  improvement

WB

EB

EB = Eastbound shelter
WB = Westbound shelter

Eastbound
• Location – ROUTE 5 in front of Hannaford Plaza.
• Bus stop type – maintain curb side stop, high traffic 

volume and lack of parking lane limit bulb out opportunities
• Expected daily boardings – 330 on BRT, 60 on local 

(390 total)
• Station prototype – large suburban, transfer station
• Amenities – standard amenities, vending machines, 

Closed Circuit TV

Westbound
• Location – on ROUTE 5, east of Colvin Av,  in front of 

furniture store
• Bus stop type – maintain curb side stop, high traffic volume 

and lack of parking lane limits bulb out opportunities
• Expected daily boardings – 10 on BRT, 80 on local (90 

total)
• Station prototype – large suburban, transfer station
• Amenities – standard amenities, vending machines, Closed 

Circuit TV

Issues &  opportunities
• Remove existing shelters in both 

sides at Colvin Av and 
consolidate with new station 
farther east

• Improve pedestrian connection 
with Hannaford Plaza, West Mall, 
Westgate Shopping Center, office 
buildings (e.g. 855 Central Av), 
and residential neighborhood 
south of the station

• Consider re-development of the 
area into higher density, mixed 
use, street front development

• Accommodate park-and-ride 
spaces in the short term

Characteristics of the area
• Urban typology – suburban strip, mostly strip malls, large 

stores, and auto-related retail services
• Land use – primarily retail, designated as regional mixed-

use district - Albany auto row in the NY5 Land Use and 
Transportation Study

• Main generators – potential park-and-ride lots, feeder 
transfers

• Main attractors – Westgate Shopping Center, West Mall, 
Hannaford Plaza, and office buildings 

• Redevelopment opportunities – both areas to the north 
and south of ROUTE 5 could hold higher density and mixed-
use developments; however, the southeast corner of 
ROUTE 5 and Colvin Av has more characteristics suitable 
for redevelopment (lower density, larger size stores, and 
housing development immediately to the south). 
Redevelopment should provide mixed use (residential and 
commercial) and store front toward ROUTE 5 with parking in 
back

• Park and ride opportunities –
• Short-term – agreements with existing parking lots 

owners to share parking – Hannaford Plaza, Westgate 
Shopping Center, and West Mall

• Long-term – include park-and-ride spaces in 
redevelopment areas

• Connections –
• Feeder routes – State Campus, Corporate Woods
• Other CDTA routes at this station – BRT local

Existing eastbound shelter 
and location of new station

Proposed location for 
westbound station

890 87

90

Potential Park-and-Ride site
Potential re-development area

PBRT Express Station
BRT Express Route

0.25 mile catchment area

Hannaford 
Plaza

West Mall

Hack’s furniture

Westbound 
shelter 
location

855 Central Av
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North Manning

Eastbound station location

Eastbound sidewalk and setback

Characteristics of the area
• Urban typology – urban strip
• Land use – mixed use on ROUTE 5 front, 

pockets of residences, and special uses 
such as schools and recreation 

• Main generators – residences 
• Main attractors – Schools, Bleeker

stadium, and local stores
• Connections –

• Other CDTA routes at this station –
BRT local, 40, 43

• Other possible transfers with nearby 
CDTA routes - 2

WB

EB

Eastbound
• Location – on ROUTE 5 in front of Steward’s Shop, far 

side/middle block, east of North Manning Blvd
• Bus stop type – two options

• bulb out to provide room for shelter
• curbside and place shelter on Steward’s shop setback 

(property impact) 
• Expected daily boardings – 180 on BRT, 20 on local (200 

total) 
• Station prototype – urban
• Amenities – standard amenities

Westbound
• Location – on ROUTE 5 east of North Manning Blvd, 

near side, same as current stop
• Bus stop type – curb side, left turns onto North 

Manning Blvd limit bulb out feasibility 
• Expected daily boardings – 40 on BRT, 50 on local 

(90 total)
• Station prototype – urban
• Amenities – standard amenities

Issues & Opportunities
• Sidewalks are narrow to accommodate shelters

• Eastbound - a bulb out or inserting the shelter on private property’s setback 
(as current EB shelter) is required

• Westbound – bulb out is not possible unless left turns on North Manning Blvd 
are eliminated, thus shelter must be placed on sidewalk - enforcement of 
public space is needed in front of Auto Sales

Residential

Washington Av

ROUTE 5

N Alle
n S

t

N

3 rdSt

St. Annes
Institute

Blessed 
Sacrament 
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Mixed-use

Clinton St
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Steward’s 
shop
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Current 
shelter

Focus area for pedestrian enhancement
Crosswalks that require  improvement

EB Eastbound shelter
WB      Westbound shelter

Redevelopment proposal
The NY5 Land Use and 
Transportation Study presented a 
redevelopment proposal for the 
area east of North manning Blvd. 
The BRT express station may be 
moved east on ROUTE 5 as 
proposed in the NY5 study when 
redevelopment occurs.

Existing condition and proposed mixed-use development on ROUTE 5, east of North 
Manning Blvd. Source: NY5 Land Use and Transportation Study

Build out of redevelopment propsal around North Manning Blvd
Source: NY5 Land Use and Transportation Study

Westbound sidewalk and 
setback
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Potential re-development area

PBRT Express Station
BRT Express Route

0.25 mile catchment area
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Quail

Characteristics of the area
• Urban typology – urban strip 
• Land use – mixed use, typically 2 to 4-floor buildings 

with retail or offices in first floor and residences on top 
floors

• Main generators – residential neighborhoods
• Main attractors – local stores and offices
• Connections –

• Other CDTA routes at this station – BRT local, 2, 3, 
40, 43

Eastbound
• Location – on ROUTE 5 east of 

Quail St, far side
• Bus stop type – bulb out stop
• Expected daily boardings –

200 on BRT, 20 on local (220 
total)

• Station prototype – urban
• Amenities – standard 

amenities

Westbound
• Location – on ROUTE 5 west 

of Quail St, far side, in front of 
WAMC Studio

• Bus stop type – bulb out – it 
requires access management 
for WAMC studio

• Expected daily boardings –
120 on BRT, 130 on local (250 
total)

• Station prototype – urban
• Amenities – standard 

amenities Issues & Opportunities
• Bulb outs needed to create space for shelter. Bulb outs are recommended due to 

the presence of parking, and two through traffic lanes, which will maintain at least 
one through lane at all times

• With existing bus bays, buses often take one through lane as well as the bay, as 
shown in figure above

Bleeker
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Studio
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WAMC 
studio

Pizzeria Current 
shelter

EB

Bulb out
Crosswalks that require  improvement

EB Eastbound stop
WB Westbound stop

Eastbound far side station location Current westbound stop location - near side Westbound far side station location

Subway
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Lexington

Westbound view of Intersection of ROUTE 5 and Lexington Av Future location of far side eastbound BRT station

Eastbound
• Location – east of Lexington Av on 

ROUTE 5, far side
• Bus stop type – bulb out
• Expected daily boardings – 110 

on BRT, 20 on local (130 total) 
• Station prototype – urban
• Amenities – basic amenities

Westbound
• Location – west of Lexington Av on 

ROUTE 5, far side
• Bus stop type – bulb out
• Expected daily boardings –50 on 

BRT, 60 on local (110 total)
• Station prototype – urban
• Amenities – basic amenities
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Residential
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Current 
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Current 
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Issues & Opportunities
• Bulb outs needed to create space for shelter. Bulb outs are recommended due to the presence of parking, and two 

through traffic lanes, which will maintain at least one through lane at all times
• With existing bus bays, buses often take one through lane as well as the bay

Bulb out
Crosswalks that require  improvement

EB Eastbound stop
WB Westbound stop

Characteristics of the area
• Urban typology – urban strip 
• Land use – mixed use, typically 2 to 4-floor buildings with retail 

or offices in first floor and residences on top floors
• Main generators – residential neighborhoods
• Main attractors – local stores and offices, Washington Park, 

SUNY dowtown Campus
• Connections –

• Other CDTA routes at this station – BRT local, 2, 9, 10, 12, 
40, 43

Future location of far side westbound BRT station

890 87

90

Potential Park-and-Ride site
Potential re-development area

PBRT Express Station
BRT Express Route

0.25 mile catchment area
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Lark

Issues & Opportunities
• Use existing westbound shelter 

(Armory shelter), providing BRT 
image with amenities

• Replace electronic static route sign 
in existing westbound shelter with 
real-time route information

• Movement of eastbound station to far 
side may free some near side space 
for additional parking, if desired

• Improve pedestrian crosswalk on 
ROUTE 5, cross section is long

Washington 
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Albany 
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Armory shelter (existing WB stop)

Existing and recommended EB stop location

recommended EB 
shelter location

current EB 
stop

WB

Focus area for pedestrian enhancement
Crosswalks that require  improvement

EB Eastbound shelter
WB Westbound shelter

current 
EB stop

Eastbound
• Location – on ROUTE 5, far side 

(south of Lark St) – change from 
current stop, which is near side

• Bus stop type – curb side stop, no 
parking is allowed on eastbound 
lanes, thus bulb out not 
recommended

• Expected daily boardings – 100 
on BRT, 20 on local (120 total) 

• Station prototype – urban
• Amenities – standard amenities

Westbound
• Location –on ROUTE 5 in front of 

Albany Armory, near side (south of 
Lark St), same as current stop

• Bus stop type – convert bus bay 
onto bulb out to avoid buses weaving 
in and out of through traffic and 
reduce cross-section to enhance 
pedestrian environment

• Expected daily boardings –360 on 
BRT, 420 on local (780 total)

• Station prototype – maintain 
existing Armory shelter and retrofit 
location with BRT amenities to 
provide BRT image

• Amenities – standard amenities plus 
security camera and Closed Circuit 
TV

Characteristics of the area
• Urban typology – urban core
• Land use – mixed use (residential and commercial); 

typically, first floor is commercial or offices and second 
and third floors are residential

• Main generators – residences
• Main attractors – Washington Park, Albany Public 

Library, local offices and stores
• Connections –

• Other CDTA routes at this station – BRT local, 1, 2, 
4, 5, 9, 10, 12, 13, 18, 29, 31, 40, 41, 42, 43, 55, and 
63

EB

Albany 
Public 
Library

Armory
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South Swan

Location of future westbound station

Eastbound view of ROUTE 5 at South Swan St

Characteristics of the area
• Urban typology – downtown Albany
• Land use – primarily employment (state government offices) and some residential use 

towards the west
• Main generators – residences
• Main attractors – New York State office buildings
• Redevelopment opportunities – long and well settled downtown – few opportunities for 

redevelopment
• Connections –

• Other CDTA routes at this station – BRT local, 2, 4, 5, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 
19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 29, 31, 33, 35, 40, 41, 42, 43, 48, 55, 57, and 63

Eastbound
• Location – east of South Swan St on ROUTE 5, far side, 

same as current location
• Bus stop type – curb side stop (parking availability may 

allow bulb out but traffic volume may be too high to 
accommodate it)

• Expected daily boardings – 20 on BRT 
• Station prototype – urban
• Amenities – standard amenities

Westbound
• Location – west of South Swan St on ROUTE 5, far side 

(change from current location, which is near side)
• Bus stop type – curb side stop (same high traffic volume as 

eastbound location to accommodate bulb out)
• Expected daily boardings – 150 on BRT, 90 on local (240 

total)
• Station prototype – urban 
• Amenities – standard amenities plus security camera and 

Closed Circuit TV

Issues & opportunities

WB

Focus area for pedestrian enhancement
Crosswalks that require  improvement

EB Eastbound shelter
WB Westbound shelter

current WB 
shelter

EB

NYS 
Education 
Building

State 
Capitol

NYS Dept of 
Commerce

A E Smith 
building
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building

NYS justice 
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Empire State 
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th 
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Residential

Residential

NYS 
Education 
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Commerce

A E Smith 
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Existing eastbound bus stop location

Existing eastbound bus stop shelter

Issues & Opportunities
• Eastbound station is located at 

the same spot as current stop 
but existing shelter should be 
removed and replaced with BRT 
shelter. 

• Alightings will be predominant at 
the eastbound location (most 
boardings would use westbound 
stop), thus off-vehicle fare 
collection is not recommended 

• Study traffic volume in detail to 
determine bulb out opportunities

• Potential eastbound lane from 
this location to downtown 
Albany (Broadway Av)

recommended WB shelter location
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Potential Park-and-Ride site
Potential re-development area

PBRT Express Station
BRT Express Route

0.25 mile catchment area
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South Pearl

Existing crosswalk on ROUTE 5 at South Pearl StEastbound sidewalk and future shelter location

Characteristics of the area
• Urban typology - urban core, downtown Albany
• Land use – commercial (offices and retail)
• Main generators – Greyhound bus station
• Main attractors – County Office Building, Knick Arena, City Hall, Ten Eyck

Plaza, office buildings
• Connections –

• Other CDTA routes at this station – local, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 29, 30, 31, 33, 35, 40, 41, 42, 43, 48, 55, 57, 
and 63

Issues & Opportunities
• This station does not have 

eastbound counterpart. 
• The high volume of boardings at 

this station makes it the best 
opportunity for off-vehicle fare 
collection. The station could be 
constructed as a barrier-entry 
station with fares paid at a 
turnstile.

• Sidewalk space is at a premium 
in this congested downtown 
location.

Knick 
Arena

State St

ROUTE 5

So
uth

 Pe
arl

 St

Bus 
Station

County 
Office 

Building

N

City Hall

Executive 
Mansion

Residential

Washington Av

IBM office 
building

Crowne
Plaza 
Hotel

Ten Eyck
Plaza

Post office

SUNY 
Administration 

building

Norstar
Plaza

Court 
House

IBM office 
building

Crowne
Plaza 
Hotel

Current 
shelter

ROUTE 5 cross 
section at South 
Pearl St – angle 
parking and two 

traffic lanes on 
each direction 

plus a lane-wide 
median

Eastbound
• Location – on ROUTE 5 west of South Pearl 

St, far side, same as current location
• Bus stop type – curb side
• Expected daily boardings – no passengers
• Station prototype – no new shelter at this 

location
• Amenities – station sign, BRT system 

information, map of area

890 87

90

Westbound
• Location – on ROUTE 5 east of South Pearl 

St, near side, same as current location
• Bus stop type – curb side
• Expected daily boardings – 530 on BRT, 

180 on local (710 total)
• Station prototype – urban
• Amenities – standard amenities plus 

security camera and Closed Circuit TV

WB

Potential Park-and-Ride site
Potential re-development area

PBRT Express Station
BRT Express Route

0.25 mile catchment area
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890 87

90SUNY

Characteristics of the area
• Urban typology – downtown Albany
• Land use – primarily offices with some residential areas towards the southwest
• Main generators – residences to the southwest
• Main attractors – SUNY Administration building and other office buildings
• Connections –

• Other CDTA routes at this station – local, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 
19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 29, 30, 31, 33, 35, 40, 41, 42, 43, 48, 55, 57, and 63

Westbound
• Location – in front of SUNY Administration 

building
• Bus stop type – maintain curbside design
• Expected daily boardings – 60 on BRT, 20 

on local (80 total)
• Station prototype – urban
• Amenities – standard amenities

Issues & Opportunities
• Since this is the last eastbound 

station, there is no need for a 
shelter because no passengers 
board at this location. However, 
there is an existing shelter on 
Broadway and Hamilton, this 
shelter may remain for the use of 
passengers on other routes.

• There are redevelopment 
opportunities on the blocks 
southwest of the station, where the 
current Greyhound bus station is 
placed. A potential future attractor 
is the Convention Center being 
planned in that area

Potential Park-and-Ride site
Potential re-development area

PBRT Express Station
BRT Express Route

0.25 mile catchment area
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Existing eastbound shelter

Existing bus stop and proposed location for westbound station

Eastbound
• Location – on Route 5 in front of SUNY 

Administration building
• Bus stop type – no new shelter in this 

location, since this is the last station, no BRT 
passengers would get on here, thus existing 
shelter may remain for other routes to use

• Expected daily boardings – no passengers
• Station prototype – no shelter in this location
• Amenities – station sign, BRT system 

information, map of area

EB
WB

SUNY 
Administration 

building

Crosswalks that require  improvement EB Eastbound shelter
WB Westbound shelter

Westbound view of Broadway Av from existing crosswalk

SUNY 
Administration 

building
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Park and Ride facilities
Location

Providing park-and-ride spaces near the stations improves access to the transit system. 
People who do not live along the Route 5 corridor but who work along the corridor, 
particularly in downtown Albany where parking is at a premium, can drive to a station and 
use the BRT to reach their destination near the corridor.

Park-and-ride spaces are desirable at locations that meet one or more of the following 
criteria:

In addition to the desirability of park-and-ride spaces according to the criteria above, the 
availability of land or space to create the park-and-ride facilities should also be 
considered. One of the rows on page 2 shows the stations that have the potential for 
significant park-and-ride capacity among the 20 BRT stations.

• End-of-the-line stations – to provide access to those who live beyond the reach of the 
BRT service. Usually BRT routes, similar to rail lines, operate from residential 
neighborhoods into downtowns (employment centers). In this case, the service operates 
between two downtowns; however, Albany is a more significant trip attractor and 
parking is more difficult, thus park-and-ride spaces at the Schenectady end of the line 
are more desirable than at the end stations in Albany.

• Middle-of-the-line stations that naturally collect from residential neighborhoods –
stations such as Balltown, Lawnwood, and Village of Colonie, which are towards the 
end of clusters of residential areas in the main direction of travel are suitable for park-
and-ride spaces because they can naturally funnel commuters from their cars into the 
BRT service without making them backtrack.

• Stations with highway access – to encourage the use of the BRT system for those 
potential users that  live farther out from the corridor and currently use the highway 
system for their daily commute; for example, McClellan and Colonie Center.

• Stations in the downtown fringes – to encourage the use of the BRT service by those 
occasional users or commuters that wish to get closer to the downtown area using their 
car but are discouraged to enter downtown due to parking limitations; for example, 
Colvin and North Allen.

• Opportunity to include park-and-ride spaces in Transit Oriented Development 
(TOD) - while improving access to the BRT service is important, and the park-and-ride 
spaces must be built in a location convenient to the station, the provision of such spaces 
should not override the goal of improving land use in the Route 5 corridor, particularly in 
the immediate vicinity of the stations. Thus, care must be taken in the design phase to 
ensure that a park-and-ride lot does not preclude a comfortable and lively pedestrian 
environment at the stations. 

Stations with desired Park-and-Ride spaces

Based on the criteria shown to the left, the proposed set of stations where park-and-ride facilities would be desired (in 
descending order of desirability) are:
1. Balltown
2. Colonie Center
3. Washington
The remaining stations (Broadway, Veeder/Nott, Steuben, N. Robinson, N. Manning, Quail, Lexington, Lark, S. Swan, Pearl, 
and SUNY) are located in more densely developed and well established neighborhoods, which would make the construction 
of park-and-ride facilities not only financially challenging, but undesirable from a land use standpoint.

Assuming that 10% of the estimated demand will access the BRT service using Park-and-Ride spaces, approximately 1,250 
parking spaces should be provided along the corridor. A more detailed analysis should determine the number of spaces 
required at each station according to the park-and-ride demand. 

Land is not readily available. Opportunity for a small lot on Willow St and North Allen St. Potential 
capacity (surface lot): ~ 30 spaces

Station in the boundary of the extended downtown Albany. Collects 
from residential neighborhoods south of ROUTE 5. 

North Allen

Short-term: agreements with existing parking lot owners in corner of Brandywine St and ROUTE 5 (i.e
Rite Aid, Rite Price Furniture, Eckerd) to lease or share parking spaces. Potential capacity: ~ 50 - 100 
spaces.
Long-term: buy existing lots (especially northeast corner of Brandywine St and ROUTE 5) and 
redevelop including park-and-ride spaces. Potential capacity (surface lot): ~ 200 spaces

Good highway access via I-890 and Brandywine St. Could collect from 
local residential neighborhoods in surrounding area.

McClellan

Short-term: lease agreement with nearby lot owners (Community Center, Dunkin Donuts, Electronic 
Store) Parking spaces at lots: ~ 100 spaces.
Long-term: include park-and-ride spaces in potential re-development of the area. Potential capacity: ~ 
200 spaces.

Mid-line station that could collect from Village of Colonie residents. 
Potential re-development that would allow to incorporate park-and-ride 
spaces in TOD.

Village of 
Colonie

Short-term: lease agreement with shopping centers (Hannaford Plaza, Westgate Shopping Center, and 
West Mall). Parking spaces at lots: ~ 400 spaces.
Long-term: include park-and-ride spaces in potential re-development of the area. Potential capacity: 
more than 500 spaces.

Station in the boundary of the extended downtown Albany. Alternative 
to North Allen park-and-ride. Potential re-development that would allow 
to incorporate park-and-ride spaces in TOD.

Colvin

Short-term: lease agreement with K-Mart. Parking spaces at lot: ~ 700 spaces.
Long-term: re-development of southwest corner of New Karner Rd and ROUTE 5 (including K-Mart 
and Price Chopper). Potential capacity: more than 500 spaces.

Mid-line station with good access via Route 155. Potential re-
development that would allow to incorporate park-and-ride spaces in 
TOD.

New Karner

Short-term: lease agreement with Lawnwood Plaza. Parking spaces at lot: ~ 250 spaces.
Long-term: re-development of Lawnwood Plaza with transit friendly design including park-and-ride 
spaces. Potential capacity (surface lot): ~ 250 spaces

Naturally collects from residential neighborhoods in Schenectady and 
those beyond Washington station. Alternative to Balltown park-and-
ride.

Lawnwood

Short-term: agreements with existing parking lot (south of Travel Center) to lease or share parking 
spaces. Potential capacity: ~ 20 - 50 spaces.
Long-term: buy existing lots and redevelop including park-and-ride spaces or build new parking lot 
west of Schenectady County Community College. Potential capacity (surface lot): ~ 150 spaces.

End-of-the-line station. Good access via I-890 and Route 5.Washington

Colonie Center and Northway Mall provide an opportunity for leasing spaces today and an opportunity 
in the long-term to re-develop with transit-friendly facilities that include park-and-ride spaces.  Parking 
spaces at Colonie Center: more than 5,000.

Mid-line station, which could collect from all its western neighborhoods. 
Good access via I-87.

Colonie
Center

Mohawk Mall provides an opportunity for leasing spaces today and an opportunity in the long-term to 
re-develop with transit-friendly facilities that include park-and-ride spaces. Parking spaces at Mohawk 
Mall: more than 2,000.

Naturally collects from residential neighborhoods in Schenectady and 
those beyond Washington station. Accessible via Balltown Rd, I-890, 
Route 7, Route 5, and Albany St. 

Balltown

AvailabilityDesirabilityStations

7. New Karner
8. Colvin
9. Village of Colonie

4. North Allen
5. McClellan
6. Lawnwood

Parking policy

The success of park-
and-ride facilities is 
ultimately tied to 
parking availability at 
the destination. Thus 
strict parking policies in 
downtown Albany are 
necessary to 
complement this park-
and-ride initiative.
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