GATEWAYS

Figure 5-1
Visual Simulation and Post-Construction Picture
of South Broadway Gateway, Saratoga Springs

A number of the intersections for which improvement recommendations have already been set
forth serve as de facto gateways to the neighborhood. This section briefly discusses some
additional considerations for managing the neighborhood’s gateways both for the purposes of
traffic calming and to enhance the sense of place of the neighborhood.

At the Public Meetings, strong support was voiced for the general idea of pursuing “Gateway”
treatments at selected locations around the area. These treatments would convey to motorists the
sense that they are entering a residential and commercial area where the possibility exists of
encountering pedestrians, cyclists, driveway maneuvers and other neighborhood-scale activity.
In addition, as a number of the potential gateway locations are also points at which there is a
transition from more “wide open” roads such as the Northway to closer-in settings with frequent
intersections and driveway accesses, the opportunity exists to use the gateways as initial traffic
calming points.

Neighborhood residents raised several ideas for approaches to gateway improvement at the
Public meetings, with most of these ideas centered on cleaning up areas, introducing
landscaping, installing less institutional-looking signage highlighting either the Town or the
neighborhood, and physical modifications to roadways so as to reduce traffic speed. A number
of these concepts have been incorporated into recommendations previously discussed in this
report; the following section discusses additional concepts for consideration.
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Gateway Overlay District

As a general concept, an overlay district is a special zone covering an area within which some
special type of resource or attribute exists. As its name implies, the district overlays the existing land
use regulations covering the subject area, and supplements these existing regulations. The appeal of
the overlay concept lies in the community’s being able to achieve the goal of protecting certain
attributes of an area through a relatively simple legislative process. That is, the overlay district can be
appended to the existing land use, site plan and other applicable regulations rather than requiring an
extensive rewrite of these existing regulations.

The McKownville neighborhood is proximate to three municipal borders and has numerous high-
speed roads approaching or running through it. It would seem prudent for the Town to explore the
potential for creation of a gateway overlay district to selected corridors and major crossroads. The
primary areas to which it would apply would arguably Western Avenue near the bottom of Fuller
Road Alternate, at the City line and near Johnston Road.

While the Town’s desires specific to the identified gateways should ultimately determine the contents
of the gateway district article, an examination of the potential McKownville gateway areas suggests
that the following design elements and restrictions could be among the main features of such a
district’s regulations:

e For nonresidential developments site design with parking behind buildings, to facilitate
walking to and from establishments and to establish a “close in,” neighborhood-oriented feel
to the streetscape (potentially serving a traffic calming function).

e Also for nonresidential developments, screening of loading areas or their placement behind
buildings.

e Encouragement of shared accesses to Western Avenue.

e Underground connections to all utility lines and infrastructure.

e Landscaping of areas between buildings and roadways, with this landscaping set back from
the roadway to facilitate sidewalk installation and protect lines of sight between through
streets, driveways and side streets.

o Greater than normal setback requirements for gas pumps at service stations (to enhance
internal site circulation, in turn improving the safety of the roadway in front of the station by
reducing impedances related to driveway movements).

e Along a similar line to the previous point, increased minimum lot depth requirements to
ensure adequate space for internal circulation, landscaping and other aspects of the site.

e Design or architectural styles more in keeping with the character of the neighborhood being
entered at the gateway point.

While some of these elements are clearly subject to local discretion regarding acceptability (what
constitutes an architectural style in keeping with the neighborhood, for example), the comment is
that the gateway overlay district can provide the Town with a tool for ensuring that visual
transitions are logical and positive and that site-level activity on the parcels in these areas takes
place in a manner compatible with the adjacent setting.
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Roundabouts

As previously discussed in the treatment of the Western Avenue/UAlbany intersection, a
roundabout is a form of intersection design accommodating one-directional traffic flow around a
central island. Their visual impacts on the driving landscape and on the setting itself make them
among the concepts frequently considered as gateway treatments. In the Capital District, there
are a number of locations at which they are being developed or considered, with perhaps the
most relevant nearby example being at the intersection of Routes 85A and 155 in Voorheesville.
It would be prudent to examine the post-construction operations of that roundabout and others in
settings comparable to the McKownville corridor to develop a sense of whether they hold the
potential for future application to local gateway locations such as Western/UAlbany or (perhaps)
one of the Fuller/UAlbany intersections.
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