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 I. INTRODUCTION 
 

 Overview 
 

The purpose of this study is to help further re-
fine the Town of Rotterdam’s future land use 
vision for the corridor study area and to develop 
the necessary tools to help shape this vision and 
the associated multi-modal transportation sys-
tem. 
 
The Exit 26 & I-890 Land Use and Transporta-
tion study area includes approximately 475 acres 
of land located along the southern shore of the 
Mohawk River in the Town of Rotterdam, 
Schenectady County, New York. Figure I-1 
shows the limits of the corridor study area. Land 
uses include agricultural, residential, office/retail 
and industrial. While the development pattern of 
this area is generally consistent with current 
zoning and desired land use pattern, increasing 
development pressure has brought about con-
cern regarding the future land use pattern and 
the implications of additional development. 
Currently,  certain regulations permit some zon-
ing districts to use the regulations of the less 
intense zoning districts. For the most permissive 
districts, this allows for several different devel-
opment options which in many cases are not 
compatible with the land features and transpor-
tation infrastructure in the corridor study area.  
 

This potentially incompatible land use mix per-
mits everything from heavy industrial to low-
density residential and agricultural uses that may 
not be compatible with each other or the envi-
ronmental and/or physical constraints and con-
ditions in the area. 
 
The significantly different potential land use 
types also generate different amounts of traffic 
which affects the traffic patterns and flows for 
the Study Area and possibly the larger region. 
The Town of Rotterdam recognizes that in-
creased development potential in the corridor 
study area could have a significant impact on 
both the landscape and the transportation sys-
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tem. This impact could be felt within the corri-
dor along State Route 5S, the Route 5S/I-890/
NYS Thruway interchange area, the Mohawk-
Hudson Bike Hike Trail crossing over Route 5S, 
existing residents, businesses, and neighbor-
hoods in and adjacent to this corridor study 
area.  
 
Furthermore, in 2004 the Town of Rotterdam 
extended public water into the corridor study 
area which has brought increased development 
interest in the area and thus, the rationale for 
development of this Study. The Town is also 
considering replacing an existing water tower 
that serves the area and the potential magnitude 
of future development is an important consid-
eration for assessing needed capacity of a future 
water tower. 
 
To ensure that future growth in the corridor 
study area is consistent with the desired poten-
tial future development pattern, this study fo-
cuses on recommendations related to the fol-
lowing topic areas: 
 

• Land Use 
• Access Management, including Drive-

way Consolidations 
• Bicycle and Pedestrian Accommoda-

tions 
• Traffic Calming 
• General Zoning and Subdivision Regu-

lation Recommendations 
 

Study Process 
 

This study was submitted to the Capital District 
Transportation Committee (CDTC) by the 
Town of Rotterdam for the Linkage Program 
because of the potential for future growth 
within the corridor study area and the  implica-
tions that this growth could have on the areas 
land use and transportation infrastructure.  
 
The Town of Rotterdam, in conjunction with 
CDTC, contracted with Wilbur Smith Associ-
ates (WSA) to assist in developing the study. A 
Study Advisory Group (SAG) was created that 
included the Town of Rotterdam, CDTC, 
Schenectady County, the NYS Canal Corpora-
tion, the NYS Thruway Authority, the NYS 
Department of Transportation, the Capital Dis-
trict Transportation Authority (CDTA),  and the 
local bicycle/pedestrian advocacy group. This 
group refined the project timeline, discussed 
potential opportunities, constraints, and consid-

erations for the corridor study area, and held 
public meetings to solicit input from residents 
and individuals interested in helping to develop 
the future vision for the corridor. 
 
In an area consisting of land uses ranging from 
agricultural to residential and heavy industrial, a 
well defined, corridor-level land use plan was  
determined to be necessary to ensure appropri-
ate development patterns into the future. This 
plan provides the framework for refining the 
land use and transportation network within the 
Study Area Corridor. 
 
Corridor Study Area Limits 

 
The CSX rail line serves as the southern bound-
ary of the corridor study area essentially cutting-
off the area from adjacent areas just to the south 
of the rail line. The NYS Thruway creates an 
additional barrier between the corridor study 
area and the remainder of the Town of Rotter-
dam. In addition, to the north and east, the Mo-
hawk River creates a natural barrier which sepa-
rates the corridor study area from the Town of 
Glenville, across the river to the north. In the 
eastern portion of the corridor study area, I-890 
and the associated highway ramps are the domi-
nant feature.  
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