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I. Introduction 
 

 
The Burdeck Street study area is located within the Town of Rotterdam, in the 

vicinity of Exit 25A of the New York State Thruway.   As indicated by Map 1, 

Study Area Boundary Location, the study area stretches eastward from 

Duanesburg Road at the boundary with Princetown, to encompass Burdeck Street 

in its entirety, terminating at Campbell Road.  Pangburn Road, Currybush Road, 

and the Poentic Kill define the northern boundary of the study area.  

 

The project study area includes about 1,000 acres along Burdeck Street and 

Duanesburg Road.  It presently contains a mix of commercial, light industrial and 

residential uses and, due to its strategic location, represents an economic 

development opportunity.  The study area has been identified in the 

Comprehensive Plan as an area for further commercial and industrial growth.  The 

Town wants to ensure that future growth attracts the best possible development, is 

planned to minimize impacts to the transportation system and, at the same time, 

compliments the surrounding residential neighborhoods. 

 

The purpose of this study is to develop recommendations that will lead to such 

development.  The following pages provide an inventory of the pertinent existing 

conditions in the Study Area.   

 

Map 3, Lands with Constraints on Development, compiles much of the 

information in the following pages into a single, summary map.  The information 

used to create this map is contained in the following pages and portrayed on the 

other maps included with this report.  There is also an aerial photograph of the 

Study Area shown on Map 2. 
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II. Environmental Features 
 
Topography 
 

The Burdeck Street Corridor study area is defined by areas of steep slopes at the 

southwestern and northeastern portions, separated by an area of relatively flat 

lands, as shown in Map 1. In the southwestern portion of the study area, steep 

slopes are located primarily north of Duanesburg Road, on lands currently in 

vacant or residential use.  In the northeastern portion of the study area, steep 

slopes are located on lands currently in vacant or industrial uses.   

Hydrology  
 

Three water bodies traverse the study area as indicated in Map 1.  The most 

significant of these water bodies is the Poentic Kill, which passes along the 

northern boundary and into the northern potion of the study area.  The Poentic 

Kill has a single Class C tributary passing through the northeastern portion of the 

study area.   An additional water body, entering the study area from the south, is a 

Class C(T) tributary of the Normans Kill.  While the main branch of the Normans 

Kill does not enter the study area, it comes within 114' of the area’s southwestern 

boundary.   

 

While the National Wetland Inventory does not identify Significant Wetlands in 

the study area, they do identify wetlands located slightly north of the northeastern 

portion of the study area, in association with the Poentic Kill.  The New York 

State Department of Environmental Conservation further identifies Significant 

Wetlands at the northeastern portion of the study area, in lands zoned “Heavy 

Industrial.” An additional concentration of these wetlands is located northeast of 

the study area, as indicated in Map 1. 

 

A floodplain associated with the Class C(T) tributary of the Normans Kill, shown 

on Map 1, passes north south through the study area just to the west of the NYS 

Thruway.  The Flood Insurance Rate Maps floodplain maps for this area, dated 
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June 15, 1984, are currently in the process of being updated, as the floodplain 

delineations in this area are inaccurate in several areas. 

Soils 
 

Soils are indicated on Map A-1, Soils.  A United States Geological Survey 

(USGS) analysis of Surficial Geology has identified several types of soils in the 

study area: The northern portion of the study area (lands north of the Burdeck 

Street intersection with Mariaville Road) is defined by soils that are generally 

more gravelly and sandy. The southern portion of the study area is defined more 

by loamy soils.  Table A-1, Limitations for Use by Soil Series, lists suitability for 

selected development options. 

Table A-1: Limitations for Use by Soil Series 

Degree and kind of limitation for: 
Name 

Community Development Recreational Development Farming Woodland 

Burdett Series Severe: seasonal wetness Moderate: seasonal 
wetness 

Moderate: seasonal 
wetness Fair 

Claverack Series     

Colonie Series Moderate: loamy find sand 
surface layer 

Moderate: loamy find sand 
surface layer 

Moderate: droughty, sandy 
texture Fair 

Elnora Series Severe: Some seasonal 
wetness 

Moderate: loamy fine sand 
surface layer 

Moderate: some seasonal 
wetness Fair 

Fluvaquents, Loamy 
Severe: subject to 

flooding; prolonged 
wetness 

Severe: subject to 
flooding; prolonged 

wetness 

Severe: subject to 
flooding; prolonged 

wetness 
Poor 

Fredon Series Severe: prolonged wetness Severe: prolonged wetness Moderate: prolonged 
wetness Fair 

Hamlin Series Severe: subject to flooding Severe: subject to flooding Slight Good 

Howard Series 
Slight: shallow 

excavations subject to 
sloughing 

Slight Slight Good 

Hudson Series Severe: slope Severe: slope Severe: slope Good 

Ilion Series  Severe: prolonged wetness Severe: prolonged wetness Severe: prolonged wetness Fair 
Junius Series Severe: prolonged wetness Severe: prolonged wetness Severe: prolonged wetness Fair 

Madalin Series Severe: prolonged wetness Severe: prolonged wetness Severe: prolonged wetness Poor 

Mardin Series     

Nunda Series Severe: some seasonal 
wetness 

Moderate: some seasonal 
wetness Slight Good 
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General Business, Multi Family, and Light Industrial.  On the east side of 

Burdeck Street, the area is zoned Single Family Residential, for the housing 

development between Burdeck Street and Duanesburg Road.  The area east of the 

I-88 overpass on Mariaville Road is zoned Agricultural, General Business and 

Multi Family.    

 

From the Mariaville Road intersection to Princetown Road, the west side of 

Burdeck Street is zoned Light Industrial.  The east side of the street is zoned 

Heavy Industrial, General Business, and Light Industrial, with the exception of a 

few parcels zoned Single Family Residential and Multi Family along Princetown 

Road.  

 

From Princetown Road to West Campbell Road, the west side of Burdeck Street 

is zoned Light Industrial.  The section of land bordered by Burdeck Street, 

Thompson and Princetown Streets is zoned General Business.  The east side of 

the street from the intersection of Burdeck Street and Thompson Street is zoned 

Heavy Industrial, and two of the parcels facing West Campbell Road are zoned 

Multi-Family.  The parcel at the end of the study area is also zoned Heavy 

Industrial.  
 

The current allowable uses in the study have the potential for generating 

significant amounts of additional traffic as the undeveloped or open agricultural 

land in the Study Area is developed.  Table A-3 provides peak hour traffic 

generation rates for several of the allowed uses in the various districts inside the 

Study Area.  As the table shows, there is a significant range in the amount of 

traffic typically generated by the different uses.    
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Table A-3: Average Generation Rates for Selected Land Uses 
LAND USE AM Peak 

Generation rate per 
1,000 SF*

PM Peak 
Generation rate 
per 1,000 SF*

Hotel 0.5 0.6
General Heavy Industry 0.5 0.7
Low Rise Condominium/Townhouse 0.5/dwelling 0.5/dwelling
Warehouse 0.6 0.6
Apartments 0.6/dwelling 0.7/dwelling
Single Family Detachaed House 0.8/dwelling 1/dwelling
General Light Industrial 1 1
Industrial Park 1 1
General Office Building or Office Park 1.5 1.5
Automotive Care Facility 3.2 4
Medical Office 3.6 4.4
Drug Store (w/ drive-through) 6 9
Drug Store (w/o drive-through) 7.6 8.6
Supermarket 10 12
Day Care Facility 13.5 14
Fast Food (w/ drive-through) 55 46
Convenience Store 65 53
Gas with Convenience Store 78 97

*unless marked otherwise
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Business Profile - Study Area
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Chart A-1 

 
As indicated in Chart A-1, Business Profile – Study Area, the most prevalent 

businesses within the study area are those related to construction and automotive 

uses.  Table A-4, Business Composition by Category, further identifies the types 

of construction and automotive businesses within the study area.  The most 

prevalent types of construction-related businesses include general contractors, 

mechanical contractors, and homebuilders. Automotive-related businesses include 

gas stations and service facilities.  Conversely, retail, manufacturing, and 

wholesale food distribution represent categories with the lowest representation 

within the study area.  Both profiles are based on the number of businesses 

present in the study area rather than on total acreage for each category. 
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Table A-4: Business Composition 
 

General 
Contractors 

Mechanical 
Contractors Metals Site Work Home Builders 

Construction 
(22%) 

• Towne 
Construction and 
Paving 

• Capitol Region 
Builders 

• Rotterdam General 
Contracting 

• Appolo Heating 
Inc 

• Conditioned Air 
Products 

 
 

• Schenectady 
Steel Co Inc 

• Robert M Lent 
& Son 
Excavating 

 

• Adirondack 
Development 
Group 

• United Building & 
Remodeling 

 

Automotive 
(20%) 

Car Wash 
 
• Old Mill Self Service 

Car Wash 
 

Gas 
 
• Mobil On The Run 
• Quickway Truck Stop 
• Stewarts 

Repair and Service 
 
• Bob's Transmission Service 
• Bobar's Body Works 
• Ralph's Body Service 

Rental 
 
• Budget Truck 

Rental 

Natural Gas and Petroleum Sand and Gravel Gas Utilities 
Energy and 

Mining 
(10%) 

• Lucia & Sons Inc (shipping and 
handling) 

• Tri-County Bottled Gas Service 

• William M Larned & Sons Inc • Dominion Transmission Inc 

Accounting Chiropractic Dentistry Professional 
Services 
(10%) 

• Fred H Winkler & Co • John Hackett DC • Aliakbar Noorani DDS 
• Rajnikant Shah DDS 

Food – 
Wholesale 

(7%) 

 
• Mastroianni Brothers Bakery 
• Pede & Sons Cash & Carry 
• Pede Brothers Italian Food 

 
Electric Insulation Materials Metalworking Machinery Metal 

Manufacturing 
(7%) • Von Roll Isola USA Inc 

 
• Feuz Manufacturing Inc 
 

• Northern Specialty Metals 
 

Apparel Florist Garden Equipment 
Retail 
(7%) • Dave's Western Roundup 

 
• Stony Acres Nursery 
 

• Notar & Son Small Engine Co 

Storage Electronics Timber 
Mill 

Transportation Shipping Waste 
Management 

Other 
(17%) 

• Rotterdam 
Self 
Storage 

 

• Contec 
International 

 

• Capitol Dist 
By-Products 
Inc 

 

• Wade Travel 
 

• Material 
Handling 
Products 

 

• Pgr Roll-Off 
Containers 

• Tomra 
Recycling 
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Adjacent Land Uses  
 

There are several surrounding land uses to the Burdeck Street study area, which 

have an impact on the corridor.  Although the land to the east of the corridor, 

towards the center of Rotterdam is relatively built out, secondary growth could 

come into this area due to the amount of vacant land available. The Rotterdam 

Industrial Park and Golub Distribution Center on Duanesburg Road are major 

traffic generator for tractor-trailers.   The location is ideal due to the proximity to 

I-88 and Conrail rail tracks; therefore it is probable that other type of 

industrial/distribution will facilities continue to locate in the Industrial Park or on 

land nearby.   

 

Rotterdam Square Mall is located near the northwest corner of the Study Area off 

of West Campbell Road.  Land across from the mall has been developed with 

other large chain retail uses.  Although the corridor is separated from this portion 

of Rotterdam by a rail bridge, further growth in this area would increase traffic in 

the corridor.   

 

 The southern portion of the corridor is currently zoned for agriculture, however 

single-family homes are allowed on one-acre lots.   This area has seen large 

residential development with subdivisions such as Eldorado Acres, Becker’s 

Crossing, Sunrise Estates, and County Walk Estates. 

 

IV Transportation 
Roadways  
 

Roadways in the study area do not feature sidewalks, pedestrian amenities, or 

designated bicycle lanes.  Duanesburg Road (Route 7) running in an east-west 

direction through the area, is a two-lane highway featuring wide shoulders.  

Between the Exit 25A intersection with Route 7 and the entrance to the 
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Schalmont Schools (Sabre Drive) the road has a wide eight foot shoulder on the 

south side and a four foot shoulder with a curb on the north side.  From Sabre 

Drive to the intersection with Old Duanesburg Road, there is a center turning 

lane; the paved shoulders are four feet wide and curbed.  From Old Duanesburg 

Road to the intersection with Burdeck Street, the center turning lane continues 

with shoulders greater than eight-feet wide.   Contrasting this corridor is Burdeck 

Street which is narrower than Duanesburg Road, consisting of travel lanes from 

10 to 11 feet wide.  The paved shoulders are three feet wide from the Route 7 

intersection to the intersection with Mariaville Road and four-feet wide north of 

Mariaville road.  Mariaville Road also has 11-foot wide travel lanes with four-

foot paved shoulders, while Princetown Road has travel lanes of the same width 

but three-foot wide paved shoulders. 

The speed limit on Route 7 is 40 miles per hour (MPH).  On the other main roads 

in the Study Area, including Burdeck Street, the speed limit is 35 MPH. 

 
 There are six signalized intersections in the Study Area:  
 

• Duanesburg Route and the I-88 exit ramp; 

• Duanesburg Road and Sabre Drive; 

• Duanesburg Road and Burdeck Street; 

• Burdeck Street and Mariaville Road; 

• Burdeck Street and Princetown Road; and 

• Burdeck Street and Campbell Road.  

 
The CDTC has traffic data for five of these intersections: 

 
• Duanesburg Road (Route 7) /I-88 Off Ramp/Becker Street – 2004 PM 

Peak hour; 
• Duanesburg Road (Route 7)/Burdeck Street (Route 337) – 1997 PM Peak 

Hour; 
• Burdeck Street (Route 337)/Mariaville Road (Route 159) – 1997 PM Peak 

Hour; 
• Burdeck Street (Route 337)/Princetown Road (Route 83) – 2000 PM Peak 

Hour; and 
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• Burdeck Street (Route 337)/Campbell Road (Route 89) – 2000 PM Peak 
Hour. 

 
A two percent per year growth factor was used to project 1997 volumes to 2004.  

The project team conducted a level of service (LOS) analysis using SYNCHRO 

software at the three study area intersections. Table 4-1 shows the levels of 

service at the three study area intersections under existing (2004) P.M. peak hour 

conditions. 

 
Table A-5: Existing (2004) P.M. Peak Hour Level of Service 

 
Intersection LOS 
Route 7/I-88 Ramp/Becker Street B 
Route 7/Burdeck Street B 
Burdeck Street/Route 159 B 
Burdeck Street/Route 83 A 
Burdeck Street/Route 89 A 

 Source: Wilbur Smith Associates 
 

As indicated in Table A-5, all study area intersections operate at LOS B or better 

under existing (2004) P.M. peak hour traffic conditions. 

 

Crash Data 
Crash data for the Study Area from 1998 through 2000 does not reveal significant 

patterns or trends.   The data indicates that snowy or icy conditions are not a 

significant factor in causing accidents, nor does darkness seem to be important.  

Rear end collisions account for approximately half of the mid block crashes on 

Route 7 while left turn accidents account for half of the crashes at the intersection 

of the I-88 Access Road and Route 7.  Table A-6 provides further analysis of the 

crash data.   
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Table A-6: Crash Data Analysis, 1998 to 2000 

Source: CDTC 
 
Constraints 

The roadway system in the Study Area contains several limitations to smooth 

vehicular flow, as shown on Map 1.  Two of these, which bracket the study area 

are either end, are low railroad underpasses.  Both underpasses are less than 12-

feet high.  The height restriction limits the size and type of truck that can readily 

access the land on the north side of the D&H Railroad tracks.  The at grade 

railroad crossing on Burdeck Street also disrupts the flow of traffic for a 

significant portion of every day.  There are several other intersections in the Study 
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07 
1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Jct NY 159 
& NY 337 
Burdeck St 

30 
5 2 0 0 0 2 2 1 0 0 2 3 0 

188 Access 
Rd. & 
Becker Dr. 

47 
10 0 1 2 (sign post) 0 2 5 3 0 0 3 4 2 

Schalmont 
High 
School Dr. 
& NY 7 

50 

2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 

Jct NY 7 & 
NY 337 
Burdeck St. 

51 
9 0 0 1 0 4 1 3 0 1 1 2 0 

Mid-Block 
(337 -
Burdeck St) 

 

7 1 0 

6 (2 animals; 
1 support 

structure; 1 
tree; 2 

bridges) 

0 4 0 1 1 0 8 4 0 

Mid-Block 
(7) 

 
15 1 0 
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1 fixed 
object) 

1 7 2 1 0 0 6 5 2 
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Area which have configurations that either limit easy movement of vehicles, or 

contribute towards unnecessary crashes.     

 

V. Utilities 

Water Lines and Districts  
Roughly half of the study area is located within Water District 5. Map 5, Existing 

Utilities, indicates the locations of the Water District and other utilities currently 

serving the Study Area.  The Water District is in the northeastern portion of the 

study area and covers lands in the vicinity and south of Duanesburg Road and 

Burdeck Street. Lands north of Interstate 88 are currently out of the Water 

District.  Additionally, Water District 5 does not serve portions of land owned by 

the Schalmont Middle School and High School. The Rotterdam Water 

Department is located within the Study Area on Campbell Road.  

Sewer Lines and Districts 

Sewer lines enter the study area at the north and south of the northeast portion of 

the study area and are limited to lands along Campbell Road.  Where lines enter 

from the south, they connect with lines running throughout residential areas 

located adjacent to the study area.  The Rotterdam Sewage Treatment Facility is 

located within the study area on Campbell Road.  

 

A new sewer line is to be constructed along Burdeck Street, extending frm the 

sewage treatment plant at the north end of the Study Area, to the southern end of 

Burdeck Street where it intersects with Duanesburg Road.   

Gas lines and Service Areas 

The study area is served by gas pipelines entering the northeast portion of the 

study area from the north, south, and east. Pipelines run along the right-of-way 

bisecting the study area and are located near the intersection of Mariaville Road 

and Burdeck Street. 
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Fiber Optic Facilities  

Currently, no fiber optic facilities are located within the service area. 

Cable lines and service areas 

Time Warner Cable of Albany serves the entire study area with a branch office 

located in Schenectady on Highbridge Road.   
 

VI Historical and Cultural Resources 

Historic Sites 

As identified in the Rotterdam Comprehensive Plan, there are five (5) historic 

resources of local significance.  These resources are indicated in Table A-7, 

Historic Resources of Local Significance within the Study Area.  There are no 

resources of State or National significance within the study area.  This 

information comes from a Historic Resources Inventory prepared by the 

Schenectady County Planning Department in 1981.   

 
Table A-7:  

Historic Resources of Local Significance within the Study Area 
 

Map 
Number Resource Date Construction 

Material 
Original 

Land Use 
Current Land 

Use Street Address 

1 Robinson 
Farm ca 1850 Wood Farm 

House Farm House 330 Becker Drive 

2 The Crounse 
House 1854 Wood Farm 

House Farm House 900 Duanesburg Rd 

3 Evans 
House ca 1820 Wood Farm 

House Residence 778 Duanesburg Rd 

4 Farm 1870 Wood Farm 
House Farm House 748-750 Duanesburg Rd 

5 Explorer 
Post 17 1866 Wood School 

House 

Explorer Post 
17 

Headquarters 
701 Old Duanesburg Rd 

6 Veeder 
Tenant 
House 

1823 Wood Residence Residence 401 Duanesburg Rd 

 Source: Town of Rotterdam 
 
 
The majority of these resources are located south of the Interstate 90 interchange.  

All resources are located along Duanesburg Road.   
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Archaeological Resources 

 No archaeological resources have been identified within the study area.  

Cultural and Educational Resources  
 

While the Town is located entirely within the Schalmont School District, it is 

within close proximity to the Mohonasen School District.  The Schalmont School 

District is comprised of the Schalmont High School, Schalmont Middle School, 

Jefferson Elementary School, Mariaville Elementary School, and Woestina 

Elementary School.  The Schalmont High School and Schalmont Middle School 

are the only facilities located within the study area.  Information regarding these 

facilities is indicated in Table A-8.   
 

Table A-8: Educational Facilities within the Study Area 
 

  Schalmont High School Schalmont Middle School 
Address 1 Sabre Drive 2 Sabre Drive 
Grades 9-12 6-8 
Enrollment (approximate) 850 students 575 students 
Graduates  (2002) 167 Diplomas 

(Approximately 86% of 
graduates continue their 
education) 

 

 
 

The Mohawk Valley Library Association is located within the study area, at 858 

Duanesburg Road, in the southwestern portion of the study area. 

VII. Health & Safety Resources  
 

The study area is located in the South Schenectady Fire District #6.  The firehouse 

for this district is located just north of the study area at 6 Old Mariaville Road, 

near the intersection with Mariaville Road. The South Schenectady Fire 

Department has over 100 members and is home to Rotterdam’s only Fire Explorer 

Post, sponsored by the Boy Scouts of America.  
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The Rotterdam Police Department is located slightly outside the study area to the 

northeast, on 101 Princetown Road.  The Police Department has 43 police 

officers, 9 full-time dispatchers, 3 part-time dispatchers, 7 full-time paramedics, 

and 4 part-time paramedics. 

 

Emergency Medical Services (EMS) is comprised of three agencies.  The 

Paramedic Service, supervised by the Rotterdam Police Department, provides 

advanced life support services.  The service staffs 6 full-time paramedics, 5 part-

time paramedics, and a full-time paramedic supervisor.   

 

The remaining two agencies in the Rotterdam EMS, the Rotterdam Ambulance 

and White Eagle Ambulance, provide transportation and basic life support 

services.  
 

VIII. Demographics 

General Population Profile of Study Area  
As indicated in Table A.9, Population Composition, population within the Town 

of Rotterdam is currently weighted heavily toward the 35 to 59 year age range, 

with another “spike” occurring at the 65 to 84 year age range.  A median age in 

2000 of just over 40 years old, suggests an older population within the 

community.   

 

Chart A-2, Change in Population 1990 vs 2000 Census, follows the change in 

population composition between 1990 and 2000 Census counts.  As indicated in 

the chart, the most significant increase in population occurred in the 45 to 59 year 

age ranges, while the most significant decrease occurred in the 25 to 34 year age 

range.  These trends support the suggestion of an aging population within 

Rotterdam, and are further significant for Rotterdam as they signify a substantial 

loss of the working-age population with a potential future rise in the elderly and 

retirement-age community.  As a result, services and facilities may need to 

address the changing demographics within the Town.  
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Table A-9: Population Composition 

Source: U.S. Dept of Commerce, Bureau of the Census 
 

Chart A-2: Change in Population 1990 vs 2000 Census  

 
 
 
 
 

2000 1990 Subject 
Number Percent Number Percent 

Difference

Total population 28,316 100.00% 28,395 100.00%   
Under 5 years 1,528 5.40% 1658 5.84% -0.44% 
5 to 9 years 1,911 6.75% 1636 5.76% 0.99% 
10 to 14 years 2,023 7.14% 1711 6.03% 1.11% 
15 to 19 years 1,591 5.62% 1753 6.17% -0.55% 
20 to 24 years 1,134 4.00% 1776 6.25% -2.25% 
25 to 34 years 1,398 4.94% 4268 15.03% -10.09% 
35 to 44 years 4,175 14.74% 4158 14.64% 0.10% 
45 to 54 years 4,440 15.68% 3171 11.17% 4.51% 
55 to 59 years 3,491 12.33% 1611 5.67% 6.66% 
60 to 64 years 1,220 4.31% 1782 6.28% -1.97% 
65 to 74 years 2,773 9.79% 3000 10.57% -0.78% 
75 to 84 years 2,056 7.26% 1543 5.43% 1.83% 
85 years and over 576 2.03% 328 1.16% 0.87% 
Median age (years) 40.9         
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Housing Profile of Study Area (Number and types of housing) 
 

According to estimates by the Capital District Regional Planning Commission 

(CDRPC), there was a 4.55% increase in the number of households within 

Rotterdam. Compared with a projected increase of 4.11% in the next ten years, 

CDRPC is predicting a slight decrease in the number of households within the 

community.  Similarly, they predict a steady decrease in the number of persons 

per household, as indicated in Table A-10, Household Data.  
 

Table A-10: Household Data 
 

 
 
 

1990 2000 
Percent 
Change 

(1990 – 2000) 
2010 Difference 

(2000 – 2010)

Households 11,042 11,544 4.55% 12,018 4.11% 
Persons / HH 2.56 2.44  2.36  

Sources: 1990 & 2000 Census, CDRPC Projections 
 
      
 

As indicated in Table A.11, Change in Household Composition 1990 vs 2000, 

there has been a slight decrease in the number of family households and an 

increase in the number of single-resident households.   

 

Table A-11: Change in Household Composition 1990 vs 2000 
 
 

2000 1990  
Number Percent Number Percent 

Differenc
e 

Family households 8094 70.10% 8,304 75.20% -5.10%
Nonfamily households 3450 29.90% 2,738 24.80% 5.10%

Householder living alone 2,973 25.80% 2,402 21.75% 4.05%

Total households 11,544 100.00
% 11,042 100.00

%  

 
 

As indicated in Table A-12, Housing Occupancy 1990 vs 2000, there has been a 

slight increase in the vacancy rate for the community.  Table A-13, Housing 
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Tenure 1990 vs 2000, shows that of the occupied housing units, there has been a 

slight increase in the percentage of renter-occupied units.  
 

Table A-12: Housing Occupancy, 1990 vs 2000 
 

2000 1990  
Number Percent Number Percent 

Difference 

Occupied Housing Units 11,544 96.30% 11044 97.21% -0.91%
Vacant Housing Units 446 3.70% 317 2.79% 0.91%
Total housing units 11990 100% 11361 100.00% 

 

Table A-13: Housing Tenure, 1990 vs 2000 
 

2000 1990 
 Number Percent Number Percent 

Difference

Occupied Housing Units 11,544 100.00% 11,044 100.00% 
Owner-Occupied Housing 
Units 9,401 81.40% 9,077 82.19% -0.79%

Renter-Occupied Housing 
Units 2,143 18.60% 1,967 17.81% 0.79%

 
An analysis of housing units within the Town, shown in Table A-14, 2002 

Housing Unit Estimate, indicates that housing units are predominantly single 

family.   
 
 

Table A-14: 2002 Housing Unit Estimate 
 

 

Sources: 2000 Census & CDRPC Estimates 
 

 

 

Unit Type Number of Units Percent of Total 
Single Family 10,165 82.94% 
Two-Family 639 5.21% 

Three to Four Family 370 3.02% 
Five of More Family 1,038 8.47% 

Mobile Homes & Other 44 0.36% 
Total Units 12,256 100.00% 
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IX. Housing 
An analysis of construction date for all housing units in the community indicates 

that the greatest period of construction occurred between 1940 and 1959, when 

just under 44% of the residences were constructed. In a comparative amount of 

time, only 22.6% of the residences were constructed between 1960 and 1980, and 

14.5% were constructed between 1980 and 2000. Additionally, a small percentage 

of residences are still without modern facilities including kitchen, plumbing, and 

telephone services.    
  

Table A-15: Year Structure built 
 

Year Structure Built Number Percent of Housing Stock 
1999 to March 2000 67 0.60% 
1995 to 1998 229 1.90% 
1990 to 1994 522 4.40% 
1980 to 1989 906 7.60% 
1970 to 1979 1,255 10.50% 
1960 to 1969 1,449 12.10% 
1940 to 1959 5,246 43.70% 
1939 or earlier 2,317 19.30% 

 

Chart A-3: Age of Housing Stock 
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Table A-15: Selected Characteristics 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Table A-16: Value of Owner-Occupied Single Family Homes 
 

Value Range No. of Units 
Less than $50,000 196 
$50,000 to $99,999 4,904 
$100,000 to $149,999 2,862 
$150,000 to $199,999 697 
$200,000 to $299,999 125 
$300,000 or More 14 
Median Value for Owner-Occupied Units $94,700 

Source: U.S. Dept of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census 
 

Table A-17: Gross Rent 
 

Value Range No. of Units 
Less than $200  19 
$200 to $499 466 
$500 to $749 1,123 
$750 to $999 269 
$1,000 or More 50 
No Cash Rent 156 
Median Monthly Gross Rent  $591 

Source: U.S. Dept of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS 

Characteristic Number Percent of Housing 
Stock 

Lacking complete plumbing facilities 33 0.3 
Lacking complete kitchen facilities 14 0.1 
No telephone service 49 0.4 
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X Educational  
 
Educational Attainment 
 

Educational attainment, as indicated in Table A-18, is weighted towards those 

individuals with high school diplomas (or equivalency) and those with some 

college experience but no degree.  These figures represent a significant trend in 

the educational attainment of the residents of Rotterdam. When compared with 

1990 census figures, a greater percentage of residents are attaining a higher level 

of education, with the greatest increase exhibited in “some college, no degree.”  

The most significant decrease in this comparison is among those residents who 

have attained less than a ninth grade education. This further supports the 

argument that the population is attaining a higher level of education on the whole. 
 

Table A-18: 

Educational Attainment of Persons 25 & Older 
 

2000 1990 Educational Attainment
Number Percent Number Percent 

Percent 
Change 

Less than 9th Grade 603 2.99% 1308 5.92% -3.59% 
9th to 12th Grade, No 
Diploma 2,120 10.52% 2718 13.23% -3.17% 

High School Diploma 
(inc. GED) 8,273 41.04% 8195 39.69% -0.22% 

Some College, No 
Degree 3,797 18.84% 3010 16.81% 3.68% 

Associate’s Degree 2,102 10.43% 1887 9.96% 0.93% 
Bachelor’s Degree 2,163 10.73% 1755 9.96% 1.89% 
Graduate or Professional 
Degree 1,101 5.46% 988 4.42% 0.49% 

Total 20159  19861   
Source: U.S. Dept of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census 

 
As indicated in Table A-19, Employment by Occupation, employment in 

Rotterdam is dominated by both the “Sales and Service Occupations” as well as 

the “Management, Professional, and Related Occupation” categories.  When 

compared with information from the 1990 census, the greatest gain in 
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employment occupation comes in the “Management, Professional, and Related 

Occupation” with the greatest loss in the “Sales and Service Occupation.” 
 

Table A-19: Employment by Occupation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: U.S. Dept of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census 
 

Educational Resources (Schools) 
  

While the Town is located entirely within the Schalmont School District, it is 

within close proximity to the Mohonasen School District.  The Schalmont School 

District is comprised of the Schalmont High School, Schalmont Middle School, 

Jefferson Elementary School, Mariaville Elementary School, and Woestina 

Elementary School.  The Schalmont High School and Schalmont Middle School 

are the only facilities located within the study area.  Information regarding these 

facilities is indicated in Table A-20.   

 

 

 
 

2000 1990 Occupation Number Percent Number Percent
Percent 
Change

Management, Professional, and 
Related Occupation 3,946 29.24% 3,172 22.68% 6.56% 

Service Occupations 1,895 14.04% 1,727 12.35% 1.70% 

Sales and Office Occupations 4,547 33.69% 5,732 40.98% -7.29% 

Farming, Fishing, and Forestry 
Occupation 6 0.04% 94 0.67% -0.63% 

Construction, Extraction, and 
Maintenance  1,342 9.94% 1,680 12.01% -2.07% 

Production, Transportation, Moving 
Occupation 1,759 13.03% 1,582 11.31% 1.72% 

Total 13,495 13,987 
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Table A-20: Educational Facilities Within the Study Area 
 

  Schalmont High School Schalmont Middle School 
Address 1 Sabre Drive 2 Sabre Drive 
Grades 9-12 6-8 
Enrollment (approximate) 850 students 575 students 
Graduates  (2002) 167 Diplomas 

(Approximately 86% of 
graduates continue their 
education) 

 

 
 

Students also have access to 24 occupational programs provided by BOCES. 

Schalmont collaborates with BOCES and neighboring school districts to provide 

an on-site Applied Engineering course. 

 

The Mohonasen School District is located near the study area, and serves the rest 

of the Town of Rotterdam.  Included in this system are the Mohonasen High 

School, Draper Middle School, Pinewood Intermediate School, and Bradt Primary 

School.   

 

Regionally, the Schenectady County Community College is located in the City of 

Schenectady.  


