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DISCLAIMER 
This report was prepared in cooperation with the Town of Malta, Capital District Transportation 
Committee (CDTC), the Capital District Transportation Authority (CDTA), Capital District Regional 
Planning Commission (CDRPC), and the New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT).  This 
report was funded in part through a grant from the Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit 
Administration of the United State Department of Transportation. The contents do not necessarily 
reflect the views or policies of these governmental agencies. 
 
This report is intended to support the Town’s efforts to advance transportation actions recommended 
under its form-based code plan for the downtown area for the Town, adopted on February 13, 2013.  
This report does not commit the Town of Malta, Saratoga County, NYSDOT, CDTC or CDTA to funding 
any improvements.  Additional engineering will be required prior to advancing the actions identified in 
this study. 
 
This report represents a consensus-based document supported by a rigorous planning and engineering 
analysis.  Study Advisory Committee (SAC) member input, insight and expertise was critical to its 
development.  While there is a wide variety of organizations represented by the SAC members, content 
herein has consensus support of the individuals SAC members, not necessarily their affiliation. 
 





























































 
 

PROPOSED PRINCIPLES THAT WILL HELP GUIDE DEVELOPMENT OF A COMPLETE STREET DESIGN  
FOR ROUTE 9 THROUGH THE DOWNTOWN AREA OF THE TOWN OF MALTA 

 

 

 

 

Land use planning and day-to-day development decisions have a big role to play in building quality 

communities and efficient transportation systems.  Where and how we plan and design the places we work, 

live, shop, and play can significantly affect a community’s livability.  A land use plan that promotes compact 

development, defines an appealing and coherent image of the community, and emphasizes connected streets, 

sidewalks, and convenient access to other modes play a critical role in cultivating a sense of place, and 

establishing economic development opportunities that include new office space, neighborhood stores, quality 

restaurants, and other services.  Designing and building our neighborhoods to foster and accommodate 

multiple transportation modes directly influences mobility and accessibility, and enhances transportation-

land use compatibility. 

 

Committed to this land use goal, the Town of Malta completed and enacted a form-based code for its 

downtown area in 2013. The FBC created a core area along Route 9 where land use development would be 

more concentrated and compatible with new urbanist and smart growth principles.  Although Route 9 is 

classified as a core street in the FBC, proposed land use development is unable to fully conform to FBC 

regulations because of the way Route 9 is presently configured and operates.  The FBC developed rules to 

better integrate land use with transportation by encouraging development that will be compatible with a 

reconfigured Route 9 by using, for example, a grid network of streets to provide access at controlled 

intersections with Route 9.  The FBC helps set the stage for the possible reconfiguration of US 9 from a higher-

speed suburban highway to a complete street that is more in context with a hamlet or village setting. 

 

The purpose of this study is to develop a feasible complete street concept for the core area of US 9, consistent 

with the following six planning and design principles: 

 

 

 

1. Transportation facilities are an integral part of a community.  When a road passes through a 

town, village, or city, it should be considered a “community street”.  All users, especially pedestrians 

and cyclists, including the elderly, disabled and children, should be given equal consideration.  The 

pedestrian environment, for example, should not only include sidewalks, but also safe crossings at all 

signalized and unsignalized intersections throughout the corridor, and linkages between residential 

and retail areas.  A well-designed transportation system can help promote economic activity and 

mobility, which in turn supports a healthy tax base.  A sound tax base helps the Town provide the 

services that build a quality community. 

 

2. Reconfiguring US 9 should have minimal impact on its traffic-carrying capacity . US 9 is a 

principal arterial serving as a commuter route for travelers within and outside the Town of Malta to 

jobs and activities elsewhere in the region, and also serves as a local route serving Town Hall, the 

town’s community center, several office and retail centers, and many residential neighborhoods.  

Keeping traffic moving on Route 9 will therefore be an important consideration in any design.   

 

3. Transportation is not only about moving people and goods, but also about creating attractive 
and livable communities.  The town’s adopted Downtown Plan and FBC Plan, and CDTC’s New 

Visions Plan all call for making incremental improvements in the appearance of the Town’s 

streetscape in conjunction with transportation improvements (and land development projects) in 

order to foster a positive image of the community. The planting of trees in the corridor, for example, 

will not only enhance community appearance, but will also help manage stormwater runoff and help 

slow traffic, making travel safer and more pleasant for residents and businesses. 



 

4. Integrating community and transportation facility design builds better communities and 
enhances quality of life.  Transportation projects that are designed to support and adhere to land 

use plans that promote compact development and emphasize connected streets, sidewalks, transit 

access, and human-scale design are critical elements in fostering a sense of place and community.  

The strong sense of community created by well-designed development and transportation projects 

has become increasingly important in the competitive marketplace. 

 

5. Safe facilities should be available for all modes of travel.  The reconfiguration of US 9 should 

encourage good driving behavior with speeds reduced and crosswalks respected.  A safe and 

comfortable pedestrian and bicycle environment should be available throughout the corridor. 

 

6. Design flexibility and compromise are integral in creating quality projects.  Crafting a design 

that is acceptable to the community, implementers, and stakeholders requires a process that 

acknowledges the tradeoffs between competing goals, and embraces compromise and consensus.  

 
7. Funding is a significant constraint.  Agreeing to affordable treatments will be a challenge.  

Public/private partnership will be necessary in order to implement the plan. 












































































































































































