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STATE OF NEW YORK

8366
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
June 14, 2011

Introduced by M of A GANIT -- read once and referred to the Committee

on Transportation
AN ACT to anend the highway law, in relation to enabling safe access to

public roads for all users by utilizing conplete street design princi-

pl es

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings. It is hereby found and declared that

to achieve a cleaner, greener transportation systemthe transportation

pl ans of New York state should consider the needs of all wusers of our
r oadways i ncl udi ng pedestrians, bicyclists, public transportation
riders, notorists and citizens of all ages and abilities, including

children, the elderly and the disabled. By encouragi ng good pl anning,
nore citizens will achieve the health benefits associated with active
formse of transportation while traffic congestion and auto related air
pol lution will be reduced. Therefore, it shall be the policy of the
state to consider people of all ages and abilities and all appropriate
forms of transportation when planni ng roadway projects.

S 2. The highway | aw i s anmended by adding a new section 331 to read as
foll ows:

S 331. CONSI DERATI ON OF COWPLETE STREET DESIGN. (A) FOR ALL STATE,
COUNTY AND LOCAL TRANSPORTATI ON PRQIECTS THAT ARE UNDERTAKEN BY THE
DEPARTMENT OR RECEI VE BOTH FEDERAL AND STATE FUNDI NG AND ARE SUBJECT TO
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON OVERSI GHT, THE DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY W TH
JURI SDI CTlI ON OVER SUCH PRQJECTS SHALL CONSI DER THE CONVENI ENT ACCESS AND
MOBI LI TY ON THE ROAD NETWORK BY ALL USERS OF ALL AGES, | NCLUDI NG MOTOR-
I STS, PEDESTRI ANS, BICYCLI STS, AND PUBLI C TRANSPORTATI ON USERS THRCUGH
THE USE OF COWLETE STREET DESIGN FEATURES |IN THE PLANNING DESI G\,
CONSTRUCTI ON, RECONSTRUCTI ON AND REHABI LI TATION, BUT NOT | NCLUDI NG
RESURFACI NG, MAI NTENANCE, OR PAVEMENT RECYCLI NG OF SUCH PRQIECTS.
EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in | TALICS (underscored) is new, natter in brackets

[ ] isoldlawto be omtted.
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(B) COWPLETE STREET DESI GN FEATURES ARE ROADWAY DESI GN FEATURES THAT
ACCOVMODATE  AND FACI LI TATE CONVENI ENT ACCESS AND MOBI LI TY BY ALL USERS
I NCLUDI NG CURRENT AND PRQJECTED USERS, PARTI CULARLY PEDESTRI ANS, BI CY-
CLISTS AND |IND VIDUALS OF ALL AGES AND ABI LI TI ES. THESE FEATURES MAY
I NCLUDE, BUT NEED NOT BE LIM TED TO S| DEWALKS, PAVED SHOULDERS SUl TABLE
FOR USE BY BICYCLISTS, LANE STRIPING BICYCLE LANES, SHARE THE ROAD
SI GNAGE, CROSSWALKS, ROAD DI ETS, PEDESTRI AN CONTROL Sl GNALI ZATI ON, BUS
PULL QUTS, CURB CUTS, RAISED CROSSWALKS AND RAMPS AND TRAFFI C CALM NG
MEASURES; AND RECOGNI ZE THAT THE NEEDS OF USERS OF THE ROAD NETWORK VARY
ACCORDI NG TO A RURAL, URBAN AND SUBURBAN CONTEXT

(C© TH'S SECTION SHALL NOT APPLY IF IT HAS BEEN DETERM NED AND SET
FORTH I'N PUBLI CLY AVAI LABLE DOCUMENTS THAT ONE OF THE FOLLOW NG EXI STS

(1) USE BY BICYCLISTS AND PEDESTRI ANS | S PROHI BI TED BY LAW SUCH AS
W THI N | NTERSTATE HI GHWAY CORRI DORS; OR

(I'l') THE COST WOULD BE DI SPROPORTI ONATE TO THE NEED AS DETERM NED BY
FACTORS | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LIMTED TO THE FOLLON NG LAND USE CONTEXT;
CURRENT AND PRQJECTED TRAFFI C VOLUMES; AND PCOPULATI ON DENSI TY; OR

(1'1'l) DEMONSTRATED LACK OF NEED AS DETERM NED BY FACTORS, | NCLUDI NG
BUT NOT LIMTED TO,  LAND USE, CURRENT AND PRQIECTED TRAFFI C VOLUMES,
| NCLUDI NG POPULATI ON DENSI TY, OR DEMONSTRATES LACK OF COVMUNI TY SUPPORT
R

(1V) USE OF THE DESI GN FEATURES WOULD HAVE AN ADVERSE | MPACT ON, OR BE
CONTRARY TO, PUBLI C SAFETY.

(D) NOTHING IN THI' S SECTI ON SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO REQUI RE THE DEPART-
MENT OR AGENCY WTH JURISDI CTION OVER A PROQJIECT TO EXPEND MONIES I N
ACCORDANCE W TH SUBDI VI SION (A) OF THI'S SECTI ON THAT EXCEED THE AMOUNT
OF STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDI NG FOR COVPLETE STREET DESI GN FEATURES.

S 3. (a) No later than two years after the effective date of this act,
the departnent of transportation shall publish a report show ng how it
has conplied with section 331 of the highway | aw and changed its proce-
dures to institutionalize conplete street design features into planning
project scoping, design and inplenentation of the required hi ghway and
road projects. The report shall include, but not be limted to, a
di scussion of the review of and revisions to various guidance docunents
regarding | ane wi dth, design speed, average daily traffic thresholds,
| evel of service and roadway classification. The report shall al so show
any best practices that the departnent of transportation wutilized in
complying with section 331 of the highway | aw

(b) In identifying such best practices, consideration shall be given
to the procedures for identifying the needs of the m x of users, includ-

ing primary and secondary users and the identification of barriers. The
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department of transportation shall consult with transportation, |and-use
and environnmental officials, including representatives from

(i) Counties, cities and towns;

(ii) Metropolitan planning organizations;

(iii) Public transit operators;

(iv) Relevant state agencies; and

(v) Oher relevant stakehol ders, including, but not linmted to, repre-
sentatives fromdisability rights groups, aging groups, bicycle and
pedestrian advocates, and devel opers.

S 4. This act and/or any failure to conply with the provisions of this
act shall not be adm ssible as evidence against the state, any nunici-
pality or public authority in any claimfor nonetary damages agai nst the
state, a nmunicipality or a public authority.

S 5. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have become a | aw, provided, however, that this act shall not
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apply to transportation projects undertaken or approved prior to the

date on which this act shall have becone a | aw



