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DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 
November 18, 2020, 9:00 AM 
Virtual - Zoom Meeting 

 
 
Attendees 
 
Pete Bardunias Capital Region Chamber 
Peter Comenzo Town of Rotterdam 
Derek Cutler EBP 
Valerie Deane NYSDOT 
Steven Gayle RSG 
Jeffrey Gritsavage NYS Canal Corporation 
Steve Iachetta Albany County Airport Authority 
Mike Izdebski Citizen 
Brian Kirch NYSDOT  
Mark Landgraf Citizen 
Sean Maguire Town of Colonie 
Robyn Marquis NYSERDA 
Kate Maynard CDRPC 
John McCreavy SMS Rail Lines 
Tom O’Connor Capital Region Chamber 
Dave Rosenberg NYSDOT 
John Scavo Town of Clifton Park 
Dave Schmitz Price Chopper/Market 32 
Joe Seman-Graves City of Cohoes 
Brian Stewart Cambridge Systematics 
Josh Tocci CDRPC 
Tony Vasil Port of Albany 
Adam Yagelski Town of East Greenbush 
Chris Bauer Capital District Transportation Committee 
Jacob Beeman Capital District Transportation Committee 
Mike Franchini Capital District Transportation Committee 
Glenn Posca Capital District Transportation Committee 
Andrew Tracy Capital District Transportation Committee 
  

CDTC Freight Advisory Committee 
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1. Welcome 

Chris Bauer began the meeting at 9:01 am with a review of the meeting agenda and a brief 
overview of ground rules for the virtual meeting and functionality of Zoom Meetings.  Chris noted 
that the meeting was being recorded, including all comments entered into the chatbox. 

2. Trade and Regional Effects of COVID (Derek Cutler, EBP) 

Derek Cutler gave a presentation on the impacts that the COVID-19 pandemic has had on trade 
throughout regionally, statewide, and nationally.  Derek discussed the regional and national 
freight response to COVID, the components of international trade markets, observed changes in 
freight (and associated industries, and the implications of effects on sources of freight demand.  
For more information, please see the attached PowerPoint slide presentation. 

FAC Comments / Questions on the presentations: 

• Kate Maynard - Was there any data specifically for the Capital Region?  
o Derek Cutler (DC) – The data sets that were used for this study (BTS Transport) 

work best for statewide analysis.  
• Adam Yagelski – Is there any particular reason for the year to year increase in the value 

of air freight movements since the pandemic? 
o DC – There is a mixture of reasons for the increase. The data has shown an 

increase in demand for precious metals coming from Europe & Asia and Air freight 
is typically high value / low volume commodities, so there could be a connection 
there. Also, with the growth in E-commerce right now air freight could be 
supplementing the lagging freight demand. 

• Steve Gayle – It seems most of the data is based on the value of goods, do you have any 
data that reflects the volume of goods? 

o The data sets that were used for this study work best with value-based analysis. 
• Tony Vasil – Shipping containers are in very high demand right now and prices have 

increased considerably.  

3. COVID-19 Regional Impacts (Andrew Tracy, CDTC) 

Andrew Tracy from CDTC gave a presentation on the impacts that the COVID-19 pandemic has 
had on the local transportation system to date.  

The following notes summarize the presentation: 

• Traffic in the region seems to have recovered to pre-pandemic levels sometime in July 
• Data indicates that the AM peak period has shifted slightly towards mid-day, however, 

the PM peak period of traffic has returned to pre-pandemic levels 

http://www.ebp-us.com/
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• Data indicates that trips within city centers have decreased and trips outside of city 
centers have increased 

• Transit data indicates that ridership bottomed out in March, showed some recovery 
through June, July, and August, however, has begun to decline again through the fall 

FAC Comments / Questions on the presentations: 

• Pete Bardunias – Noted his experience managing the information booth at the I-87 
Adirondack welcome center supports data indications that traffic has returned to pre-
pandemic levels. 

• Chris Bauer – Noted that more information on COVID-19 and Transportation can be found 
on CDTC’s COVID 19 Resource page (https://www.cdtcmpo.org/page/434-covid) 

4. Bridge Strike Mitigation Program (Chris Bauer, CDTC) 

Chris Bauer gave a brief update on the NYSDOT Bridge Strike Mitigation Program. 

The following notes summarize the update: 

• NYSDOT Bridge Strike mitigation Program was primarily focused in NYC and downstate 
areas due to the number of parkways and clearance issues in those areas 

• NYSDOT’s countermeasure and a description of the program can be found in TSMI 20-01: 
Low Clearance Countermeasures available at 
https://www.dot.ny.gov/divisions/operating/oom/transportation-
systems/repository/TSMI%2020-01%20-
%20Low%20Clearance%20Countermeasures.pdf  

• The program is being expanded to address 20 locations in NYSDOT Region 1, including 
NY 914V/Glenridge Rd 

• More information can be found in the NYSDOT bridge strike guidance pamphlet 
(attached) 

• Chris noted that he will be reaching out directly to coordinate with FAC members that are 
impacted by bridge strikes in the region 

FAC Comments / Questions on the presentations: 

Brian Stewart – Noted that due to the recent bridge strikes in the region NYSDOT has put 
warnings on the variable message signs on I-87 warning of possible bridge strikes and for drivers 
to be aware of their vehicle height 

5. Electrifying Medium and Heavy Duty Trucks in New York State (Jacob Beeman, CDTC) 

Jacob Beeman gave a brief presentation on an upcoming webinar opportunity being planned by 
the Capital District Clean Communities Coalition. 

The following notes summarize the update: 

https://www.cdtcmpo.org/page/434-covid
https://www.dot.ny.gov/divisions/operating/oom/transportation-systems/repository/TSMI%2020-01%20-%20Low%20Clearance%20Countermeasures.pdf
https://www.dot.ny.gov/divisions/operating/oom/transportation-systems/repository/TSMI%2020-01%20-%20Low%20Clearance%20Countermeasures.pdf
https://www.dot.ny.gov/divisions/operating/oom/transportation-systems/repository/TSMI%2020-01%20-%20Low%20Clearance%20Countermeasures.pdf
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• The Capital District Clean Communities Coalition is planning a webinar along with the 
other NYS Clean Cities Coalitions 

• Webinar will be held December 9, 2020, from 10:00 am – 3:00 pm 
• Webinar topics will include: 

o Available VW funding in NYS towards Medium and Heavy-Duty Electric Vehicles 
o Available Medium & Heavy duty electric vehicles included on the New York State 

Truck Voucher Incentive Program 
o Charging infrastructure needed for successful deployment of a Medium & Heavy 

Duty vehicle fleet 
• Confirmed Presenters include 

o Lion Electric 
o Motiv 
o Black and Veatch 
o Wendel Engineering 

• More information on webinar agenda and registration will be provided to the FAC when 
available 

6. TRANSEARCH 2018 CDTC Regional Data (Chris Bauer, CDTC) 

Chris Bauer gave a brief presentation on the analysis of the TRANSEARCH 2018 freight dataset 
for the Capital Region. 

The following notes summarize the presentation: 

• NYSDOT purchases the data from IHS Markit and shares it with CDTC and other MPOs in 
NYS 

• CDTC staff analyzed the data to determine freight flows to, from, and within the Capital 
Region 

• Key Takeaways from the analysis: 
o CDTC region has a truly multimodal freight network  
o The region is a net “importer” of goods at about 1.5 million tons or $3.4 million 

worth of goods 
o Trucks move the most commodities in terms of tons and value 
o Rail and Marine have a higher percent mode share in the region compared to the 

national average 
• Please feel free to reach out to Chris if there is any specific data you would like to see 

pulled out of this data set for a particular county 
• Please see the attached datasheets for more detail on the regional analysis. 

7. Discussion – Member Updates 

• Airport 
o Steve Iachetta, Albany Airport Authority – Noted that air cargo “belly freight” is 

not included in TRANSEARCH 2018 and this should be noted with a footnote. Many 
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passenger airlines have supplemented their revenue with increasing belly freight 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

• Marine 
o Tony Vasil, Port of Albany – Tony had connection issues and could not provide an 

update, however, he provided the following update after the meeting.  
o There has been an increased demand for shipping containers across the shipping 

industry, which has driven up container costs.   
o Comparing January-October 2019 vs. 2020 the Port of Albany is up in all main 

product/markets; including up 43% Ships & Barges, and up 44% in Tonnage. 
o Forest products import sector up 22% ships and barges and 33% on tons based 

on securing new wood pulp and lumber business. 
o Scrap iron export market sector up 67% on ships and 50% on tonnage. 
o Heavy Lift/Project Cargo Market sector up 60% on ships and barges and 46% on 

tonnage. 
o Longshore hours (International Longshoremen Association) worked by 

terminal/vessel workforce up 5% 
o At the August 2020 FAC meeting Tony mentioned a Rhode Island port that relied 

heavily on auto imports was down 95% in May and down 60% in July compared 
with 2019, which was attributed to COVID 2019.  For September and October, 
imports almost equaled the previous same months in 2019 which were pre-
pandemic a good sign of the return of business. 

o In the consumer-ocean container carrier market, the supply chain has been and is in 
a state of flux. 

o There has been a stronger than anticipated Holiday/Peak Season, which is 
primarily driven by online orders due to the pandemic; Ports in China are 
overwhelmed. 

o There has been an increased demand for shipping containers across the shipping 
industry, which has driven up container costs.  Approximately 35-45% of orders 
for empty containers to place products in for shipment to the United States are 
being refused. 

• Rail 
o John McCreavy, SMS Rail Lines – John noted that the COVID-19 pandemic has 

affected the shipping industry dramatically and that is impacting consumer prices.  
For example, anecdotally a bag of oranges from South African is cheaper than 
oranges coming from California in many supermarkets. 

o The resurgence of the COVID-19 virus will continue to impact rail operations 
moving into 2021 

o John shared several noted statistics from the November 2020 AAR Rail Times 
Indicator Report 

• Trucking 
o NA 

• Other Private Industry (Manufacturing, Distribution, Warehousing, etc.) 
o NA 
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• Institutional / Government / Non-profit 
o NA 

8. Action Items / Next Meeting 

Action Items 

• Registration for CDCC Electrifying Medium and Heavy Duty Trucks in New York State 
Webinar 

• Feedback on TRANSEARCH 2018 data analysis 

Next Meetings 

2021 Freight Advisory Committee Meeting Dates: February 17th, May 19th, August 18th, 
November 17th  

All meetings will begin at 9:00 AM unless otherwise specified. 

9. Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:16 am. 



CDTC FREIGHT 
ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 

November 18, 2020 



CDTC Virtual Meeting Guidelines 

 Please mute your microphone 
 You can choose to turn your camera off if you want  
 You can choose to use the phone function 
 Use chat function if you have a question during the 

presentation 
 Zoom meetings and chats (even private messages) are 

recorded 
 Zoom provides a transcript of the chat 



Today’s Agenda 
1. Welcome 

2. Trade and the Regional Effects of COVID 
(Derek Cutler, EBP) 

3. COVID-19 CDTC Regional Travel Impacts 
(Andrew Tracy, CDTC)  

4. Bridge Strike Mitigation Program (Chris 
Bauer, CDTC) 

5. Electrifying Medium and Heavy Duty Trucks 
in New York State (Jacob Beeman, CDTC) 

6. TRANSEARCH 2018 CDTC Regional Data 
(Chris Bauer, CDTC) 

 

 

7. Member Updates 
 Airport 

 Marine 

 Rail 

 Trucking 

 Other Private Industry (manufacturing, 
distribution, warehousing, etc.) 

 Institutional/Government/Non-profit 

8. Action Items/Next Meeting 
 2021 Freight Advisory Committee Dates: 

February 17, May 19, August 18, November 17 



COVID-19 Impacts 

2. Trade and the Regional Effects of COVID 
(Derek Cutler, EBP) 

3. COVID-19 CDTC Regional Travel Impacts 
(Andrew Tracy, CDTC)  



CDTC Freight Advisory Committee 
11/18/2020 

Derek Cutler 
derek.cutler@ebp-us.com 
11-18-2020 



Agenda 

|  Trade and the Regional Effects of COVID 
 

© EBP  |  2 

 National and Regional Freight Response to COVID 

 Components of International Trade Markets 

 Observed Changes in Freight and Associated Industries 

 Implications of effects on Sources of Freight Demand 

 

11/30/2020 



Activity at Transborder Facilities 
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Source: BTS Transborder Data https://www.bts.gov/transborder  

Buffalo: -16.2% 
 
Champlain-Rouses: - 11.1%  
 
Alexandria Bay: -1.6% 
 

Activity in at Ports 

Note: Transborder data doesn’t 
offer volume of goods for exports 
unless Air or Marine 

https://www.bts.gov/transborder


Who Uses New York’s Ports for Cross Border Trade? 

11/30/2020 © EBP  |  4 Trade and the Regional Effects of COVID 
Source: BTS Transborder Data 

Exports 

Imports 

Change in State Imports Using NY Border Ports ($M) 
State 8/1/2019 8/1/2020     Change 
New York    1,282.65     1,174.91     (107.74) 
Pennsylvania       731.71        717.60        (14.11) 
California       499.88        520.44          20.56  
Michigan       409.86        287.58     (122.28) 
New Jersey       341.73        346.95            5.23  
Massachusetts       226.20        259.39          33.18  
Ohio       217.55        196.55        (21.00) 
North Carolina       222.02        176.15        (45.88) 
Illinois       155.09        127.83        (27.26) 
Florida       125.06        147.96          22.89  
Maryland       115.91        126.76          10.85  
Virginia       102.40        113.46          11.06  
South Carolina       110.75           93.56        (17.19) 
Rest of States       701.30        768.13          66.82  
Total    5,242.12     5,057.26     (184.86) 

Data: 8/1/2020 



Regional Transborder Volumes – All States Using 
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Changes in New York’s Top Ports of Import/Export 
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Breaking Out Import Markets 
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Impact on State Employment: Demand for Retail 
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2017 Worker Residence Locations 
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Source: LEHD on the Map, Worker Housing Characteristics data (2017) 

• Uses Census’ Longitudinal 
Employment Household 
Database 

• Looking at where workers 
live within the state 



Worker Residence Relative to Shipping Facilities 
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Source: LEHD on the Map, Worker Housing Characteristics data (2017) 

• Uses Census’ Longitudinal 
Employment Household 
Database 

• Looking at where workers 
live within the state 

• Superimpose Freight 
Facilities 

• Strong correlation in choice 
of location 

• Population Serving 
model 



Unemployment Growth in Major Markets 
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Source: BLS Monthly Local Area Unemployment Statistics 

• Uses Census’ Longitudinal 
Employment Household 
Database 

• Looking at where workers 
live within the state 

• Superimpose Freight 
Facilities 

• Strong correlation in choice 
of location 

• Population Serving 
model 

• Areas suffering largest 
spikes unemployment are 
densest areas  

• Areas driving Ecommerce 
are most vulnerable 



Industries Impacted and Effect of Wages on ECommerce 
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Mitigating Factors: National Studies on Ability to Telework 
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Source: Analysis by Current Population Survey (CPS), 
https://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2020/article/ability-to-work-from-home.htm  

In March, 31% of workers had switched to 
working from home 

 
Estimated that 63% of jobs require significant 

onsite presence 
 

Strong inverse correlation between ability to 
work from home and Job Loss 

 
Not immune to sustained effects 

 
 
 

Potential indicator for sustained Ecommerce 
growth 

https://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2020/article/ability-to-work-from-home.htm
https://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2020/article/ability-to-work-from-home.htm
https://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2020/article/ability-to-work-from-home.htm
https://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2020/article/ability-to-work-from-home.htm
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https://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2020/article/ability-to-work-from-home.htm
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https://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2020/article/ability-to-work-from-home.htm
https://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2020/article/ability-to-work-from-home.htm


Summary 
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 Transborder volumes still lagging behind equivalent 2019 levels, recovering 

 Sources of Freight Demand presenting mixed signals on ability to weather pandemic 

 Manufacturing and classical industries - reduced 

 Ecommerce and home improvement retail – increased 

 Traditional Brick and Mortar Retail Suffered  

 E-commerce reliant on well located distribution facilities 

 Location of facilities strongly correlated with population centers most acutely impacted by pandemic 

 Correlation between higher disposable income households and frequency in engaging in e-commerce 

 From studies on ability to telework, COVID-19:  

 Noone is immune to sustained effects 

 Flexible workers able to work from home have statistically been less affected 

 Knowledge workers more likely to engage more in Ecommerce activitiy 



4. Bridge Strike Mitigation Program 
 NYSDOT initiative, met in 

August 
 TSMI 20-01: Low Clearance 

Countermeasures 
 +/- 20 locations in Region 1 

on State highways 
 Ex: NY 914V/Glenridge Rd  

 FAC role: please distribute 
pamphlet to your members, 
employees, etc. as applicable Source: Daily Gazette, Tractor-trailer crashes into Glenville 

railroad bridge Monday afternoon; Latest in series of crashes 
there, Oct. 19, 2020 



STAY OFF
PARKWAYS

COMMERCIAL VEHICLES 
TRACTOR TRAILERS 

BUSES • BOX TRUCKS • RVS 
MOVING TRUCKS

Low clearance bridges are located across NYS.
Before departing, find height restrictions on 

511ny.org by clicking “truck restrictions” on 
the homepage travel map



If you’ve mistakenly entered a parkway and are 
approaching a low overhead clearance bridge:

• Stop on the shoulder, where practical
• Turn hazard lights on
• Call 911 for assistance

Don’t Let This
Happen to You

• Watch for signs and pavement markings 

• Use commercial GPS – phone and 
personal mapping systems do not 
account for low bridges.

New York State parkways have 
low overhead bridges that don’t 

accommodate tractor trailers, buses, 
RVs, box trucks, moving trucks or 

other commercial vehicles.



5. Upcoming Webinar: Electrifying Medium & 
Heavy Duty Trucks In New York State 

 Available VW funding in New York State 
 Available Electric Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks 
 Charging infrastructure needed for successful 

deployment 
 Wednesday ,December 9th, 2020 

 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

 



6. TRANSEARCH* 2018 CDTC Regional Data  

 IHS Markit TRANSEARCH data 
 Purchased by NYSDOT and made available to MPOs 
 2018 and 2045 projections 
 All modes except pipeline 
 Uses a mix a public and private proprietary data to develop a 

sample 
 County is smallest geographic unit 
 
*Includes content supplied by IHS Markit or its third party provider;  
Copyright © IHS Markit or its third party provider, 2020.  All rights 
reserved. 



TRANSEARCH* - CDTC Region Inbound Freight 
by Mode, 2018 (“Imports”) 

Mode Tons Value Value/Ton 
Truck          15,802,634   $        14,285,255,966   $                904  
Water            4,796,809   $           3,289,934,669   $                686  
Rail            3,794,085   $           8,945,260,685   $            2,358  
Air                  11,835   $           1,518,406,494   $        128,302  
Other                           89   $                   1,425,190   $          16,037  
Totals          24,405,452   $        28,040,283,004  
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Inbound Freight by Mode (Tons, 
2018) 
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TRANSEARCH* - CDTC Region Outbound Freight 
by Mode, 2018 (“Exports”) 

Mode Tons Value Value/Ton 
Truck    19,856,291   $  19,972,399,154   $       1,006  
Water      2,115,181   $        372,656,344   $           176  
Rail          900,836   $    3,565,351,131   $       3,958  
Air            10,234   $        730,539,430   $     71,384  
Other                  136   $                434,628   $       3,200  
Total    22,882,678   $  24,641,380,687  
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TRANSEARCH* – Freight Within the CDTC Region 
by Mode, 2018 

Mode Tons Value Value/Ton 
Truck          3,645,624   $        2,857,364,506   $        784  
Water              139,701   $              52,437,456   $        375  
Rail                  9,000   $                 2,994,774   $        333  
Totals          3,794,324   $        2,912,796,736  
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TRANSEARCH* 2018 CDTC Regional Data  

 Key Takeaways: 
 Region has a true multi-modal 

freight network 
 Region is a net importer in 

terms of tons (1.5 mil. tons) 
and value ($3.4 bil.) 

 Trucks move the most freight in 
terms of tons and value 

 Air moves highest value freight 
 Rail and Marine move higher 

percent mode share than 
national average 

 Future Analyses: 
 Top commodities 
 Top trade partners 
 2045 projections 
 Mapping, ex: Freight locator 

heat map 
 Other? 
 

 Will take requests from 
members 



7. Member Updates 

i. Airport 
ii. Marine 
iii. Rail 
iv. Trucking 
v. Other Private Industry (manufacturing, distribution, 

warehousing, etc.) 
vi. Institutional/Government/Non-profit 



Rail Update 

 



Rail update 

 



8. Action Items and Next Meeting 

 Action items: 
 Register for Electrifying Medium and Heavy Duty Trucks 

in New York State webinar 
 Provide TRANSEARCH feedback 
 

 2021 Freight Advisory Committee Dates 
 February 17, May 19, August 18, November 17 



Christian P. Bauer, AICP 

Senior Transportation Planner 

Capital District Transportation Committee 

(518) 458-2161 

cbauer@cdtcmpo.org  

 

Thank you for attending! 



 

*Includes content supplied by IHS Markit or its third party provider;  Copyright © IHS Markit or its third 
party provider, 2020.  All rights reserved. 
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TRANSEARCH* - CDTC Region Inbound Freight by Mode, 2018 

Mode Tons Value Value/Ton 
Truck          15,802,634   $        14,285,255,966   $                904  
Water            4,796,809   $           3,289,934,669   $                686  
Rail            3,794,085   $           8,945,260,685   $            2,358  
Air                  11,835   $           1,518,406,494   $        128,302  
Other                           89   $                   1,425,190   $          16,037  
Totals          24,405,452   $        28,040,283,004   
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TRANSEARCH* - CDTC Region Outbound Freight by Mode, 2018 

Mode Tons Value Value/Ton 
Truck    19,856,291   $  19,972,399,154   $       1,006  
Water      2,115,181   $        372,656,344   $           176  
Rail          900,836   $    3,565,351,131   $       3,958  
Air            10,234   $        730,539,430   $     71,384  
Other                  136   $                434,628   $       3,200  
Total    22,882,678   $  24,641,380,687  
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TRANSEARCH* – Freight Within the CDTC Region by Mode, 2018 

Mode Tons Value Value/Ton 
Truck          3,645,624   $        2,857,364,506   $        784  
Water              139,701   $              52,437,456   $        375  
Rail                  9,000   $                 2,994,774   $        333  
Totals          3,794,324   $        2,912,796,736  
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