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CDTC Complete Streets Advisory Committee 
Notes from April 14, 2014 Meeting

Attendees:  Pete Rea (NYSDOT Region 1), Frank Bonafide (NYSDOT Region 1), Rocky Ferraro (CDRPC), Amanda Mansfield (CDTA), Kate Lawrence (City of Albany), Bradley Birge (City of Saratoga Springs), Jen Viggiani (Town of Clifton Park), John Scavo (Town of Clifton Park), Rob Leslie (Town of Bethlehem), Chris O’Neill (CDTC), Sree Nampoothiri (CDTC), Anne Benware (CDTC), Alex Gordon (CDTC), Brian Stewart (CDTC).

1. Review and discussion of January 21, 2014 Meeting Draft Meeting Notes
Frank Bonafide commented that the reference to the Route 50 project should specify Route 50 in Glenville; and wording should be clarified that “the community often wants NYSDOT to take the lead on enforcement”.  The draft notes from the Complete Streets Advisory Committee (CSAC) January 21, 2014 meeting were accepted with these two revisions.  The revised version will be used for the CDTC website.

2. 2013-2018 TIP Setasides

Anne Benware explained that Mike Franchini sent a request to all sponsors of pavement preservation projects to consider incorporating complete streets features as much as possible; he also sent guidelines for which complete streets features can be incorporated into preservation projects.  Staff distributed a table illustrating complete streets features to be incorporated by project.  Frank Bonafide asked if the widening of shoulders on some Rensselaer County projects constituted reconstruction; he was especially concerned about potential right of way requirements.  Anne explained that the NYSDOT Highway design manual Chapter 7 says that preservation projects may increase shoulder width by two feet, and the project sponsor was meticulous about saying it was feasible.  In response to questions, Anne explained the filtering process which is part of the adopted TIP merit evaluation process, which generally promotes projects on higher priority routes based on volume, function or priority network.  It was suggested that it would be good to encourage bundling of projects in the future.

It was noted that many projects submitted are not eligible for NHPP funding, which is limited to the NHS, which basically includes principal arterials.  

After discussion, the committee agreed to make the following recommendations to the Planning Committee:

· The Complete Streets Advisory Committee (CSAC) supports the complete streets features included in many of the projects.
· The review process itself has been positive in encouraging sponsors to include complete streets features.
· Updated guidance developed by NYSDOT (i.e. Shared Lane Markings and Highway Design Manual Chapter 7) have been supportive of including complete streets features in pavement restoration projects.
· The CSAC recommends that for projects on facilities which are part of a CDTA bus route (project IDs: 19, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 41, 46, 55, and 59) should be required to address restriping and pavement markings for bus stops and enhanced bus stop access in coordination with CDTA.
· The CSAC suggests that a complete streets workshop be considered for the next solicitation, including education about how to develop good projects.  
· The CSAC suggests that for the next solicitation, consideration should be given to as much advance warning time for the project solicitation as possible, as well as consideration of spacing deadlines away from deadlines for other applications (such as TEP – now TAP) as much as possible.
 
3. Upcoming 2014-2015 pavement preservation projects—NYSDOT

Anne distributed a summary table of upcoming 2014-2015 NYSDOT pavement preservation projects received from Frank Bonafide, as well as a map showing locations.  It was emphasized that this is a preliminary list and projects can change.

Frank Bonafide said that if there are any issues/ideas that should be considered in designing these projects, it would be good to send them to Frank in writing now, the sooner the better.  Frank said that he will review the possibility of including CDTC on the IPP (Initial Project Proposal) list if they can be circulated externally.  

Brad Birge commented that project number 49 (NY 67, West High Street from CR59 to NY50) is an important bike connection.  Project number 8 (NY 85) was discussed as an important project that is a potential candidate for reconstruction funding in the future.  

4. Status of Ongoing Tasks

Traffic and Safety/CSAC Meeting-  Anne and Frank will discuss potential dates for this meeting.  One topic for discussion at this meeting should be NYSDOT policy on installation of shared lane markings (sharrows) on state-owned roads.   This will likely serve as the next CSAC meeting. 

Follow up on GTC CAP studies information-  Anne handed out a sample of the summary sheet prepared by GTC that summarizes CAP studies for reference by project designers.  CDTC staff will prepare a similar summary sheet for CDTC Linkage Studies.

Handout-Updated Summary of Regional Planning Departments-  CDTC staff prepared a chart on Municipal Information on Available Planning Documents and Associated Contacts for reference by NYSDOT project designers and others.

New Visions Work Plan-  Anne reviewed the revised scope for the white paper that the CSAC will prepare for June/July.  Staff will work to prepare draft materials for the committee to review.    
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