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CDTC Complete Streets Advisory Committee 
Notes from October 27, 2014 Meeting

Attendees:  Frank Bonafide (NYSDOT Region 1), Rocky Ferraro (CDRPC), Amanda Mansfield (CDTA), Jen Viggiani (Town of Clifton Park), John Scavo (Town of Clifton Park), Rob Leslie (Town of Bethlehem), Steve Feeney (Schenectady County),  Anne Benware (CDTC), Chris O’Neill (CDTC), Sree Nampoothiri (CDTC), Chris Bauer (CDTC).

1. Review of April 14, 2014 Meeting Draft Meeting Notes
The draft notes from the Complete Streets Advisory Committee (CSAC) April 14, 2014 meeting were approved with no comments.
 
2. Review of Draft New Visions 2040 Complete Streets White Paper
Anne Benware explained that this white paper will be subject to Planning Committee approval and will be used for public outreach.  She reviewed the complete streets planning and investment principle.  Comments were made including the following:
· Explain more about what current Plan “encouragement means.
· Pedestrian and bicycle Infrastructure is needed, not just “accommodation”.
· There should be more emphasis on “pedestrians first”.  Pedestrians generally are a higher priority than bikes and everyone is a pedestrian at some point.
· NACTO talks about “complete public spaces”.
· Each location is unique; priorities are necessary
· Page 12, third bullet: not just municipalities, but broaden to all “facility owners”.
· “federal, state, regional, and local partners” instead of municipalities.
· Can we give credit to municipalities who have complete streets policies when they apply for linkage studies.
· Page 19: communicate economic development benefits
· Mention development community, private consulting firms on page 18, #2.
· Page 19, #3: include less straightforward barriers such as social, political, and economic.
· Changing the design manual may not be realistic for this group; this could happen more at the NYSAMPO/NYSDOT level.
· Focus on using the design manual constructively to do things that are not obvious to the average practitioner.
· Page 19, #3 can also apply to non-federal aid projects, including access permitting and site plan approval.
· Page 19, #4: revise this recommendation-instead of adding wording to the project description on the TIP, develop a process to review projects at key stages, such as the draft design report, to make sure design is consistent with the PJP and TIP approval.  Report back to Planning Committee when an issue is identified.
· Page 20, #5: Make sure there is more than one training session available, for example four county workshops.
· The pictures are not all before/after pictures and labeling should be corrected.
· The background section needs more description.
· On page 4, discuss preservation policy.
· Drainage and managing stormwater is very important.
· Maintenance of permeable pavements is not a disadvantage-there has been a positive experience in Clifton Park.
· A significant number of Capital District parking lots have permeable pavements.
· Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) communities (six urban communities) are very interested in managing stormwater and permeable pavements.

Staff will revise the document based on comments and send the revised draft out for review by the committee by e-mail.  The goal is to send a draft to the Planning Committee sometime in November.

3. Status of Ongoing Tasks
A Complete Streets Advisory Committee meeting with NYSDOT Traffic and Safety was discussed and subsequently scheduled for November 20 at 1:30 pm at NYSDOT Region 1.
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