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Based on discussions at three previous Complete Streets Advisory Committee meetings staff has developed the listing of items to be researched and potentially included in the New Visions Interim Working Paper and tasks listed in the work plan below:

1. Draft Complete Streets Design Guidelines

These guidelines are to be largely based on available current resources. (For example, http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/transportation/pdf/complete_streets_manual.pdf  (October 2013), http://urbanhs.com/initiatives/completestreets/  Broward County MPO CS Guidelines).  Additional resources may include the NACTO Urban Street Design Guidelines, the AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities 2012, etc.) Guidelines that specifically address issues related to implementation of complete streets features in areas with similar climates to the Capital Region’s will also be explored. 

These guidelines will include, but not be limited to:

a. Analysis of barriers to implementation, including current language/requirements in the NYSDOT Highway Design Manual, and identification of potential solutions. 

b. Green Infrastructure - information on best practices for incorporation of green infrastructure into roadway, sidewalk, bicycle facilities and other applicable projects will be included.  Best practices related to overcoming barriers to use of green infrastructure as well as information on maintenance and cost issues will be explored. 
http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/water_pdf/swdm2010chptr5.pdf - link to 
New York State Stormwater Management Design Manual which includes an inventory of green infrastructure practices that should be incorporated into site designs whenever possible.
USEPA has a Green Infrastructure portal that provides tools and techniques, municipal implementation and funding strategies, case studies, and research (http://water.epa.gov/infrastructure/greeninfrastructure/index.cfm ). Also see the Broward County MPO CS Guidelines – Chapter 12 on Streetscape ecosystem and http://savetherain.us/ - Onondaga County’s program with information on recent GI projects in Syracuse and lessons learned.  

c. Description of the data and analysis required to determine Road Diet feasibility in different contexts (using the Schodack 9 & 20 effort as a model). 

d. Associated Training and Educational Materials and Implementation Tools for a range of audiences/stakeholders including municipal planning boards (some resources include: http://urbanhs.com/initiatives/completestreets/trainingmaterial/)


2. Best Practices for Complete Streets Implementation at the State, Regional and Local Levels

The Interim Working paper should include a synthesis of representative best practices related to implementation of complete streets considerations and features in planning, programming, project design, operation and maintenance.  Best practices for pro-active community based processes at the county and/or local level that integrate use of complete streets elements in developer mitigation and other planning and community development activities will be explored.  Related implementation mechanisms (i.e. easements secured for future trail right of way during site plan review/approval) as well as funding issues and the potential for public/private partnerships will also be discussed. 

This should include an examination of best practices for methods to calculate the B/C (benefit/cost) of complete streets elements (i.e. sidewalks, bicycle facilities, road diets, walkable street networks, etc.).  The B/C analysis should explore complete streets related economic, health and safety benefits, as well as greenhouse gas reductions, among others.  Some of these items are being explored by the CDTC’s Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee and will be integrated into the CS Advisory Committee’s New Visions paper as appropriate.  For example, the Bike/Ped Advisory Committee will be researching the economic benefits of bicycling and methods for incorporating Health Impact Assessments (HIAs) in project evaluations. 

3. Performance Measures

The Bike/Ped Advisory Committee and the Safety and Operations group will be developing performance measures relevant to complete streets’ goals and outcomes.  Consequently the Complete Streets Advisory Committee may have few additional performance measures to add to the mix.  Performance measures related to dissemination of the design guidance and associated training, educational, and implementation tools will be explored.  Complete Streets Advisory Committee members have suggested using measures to gauge results of complete streets projects using “before/after” project implementation techniques.  For example, methods used to measure the number of school children walking/biking to school after implementation of Safe Routes to School projects and actual results could be used as a resource.    

4. Identification of an Enhanced Coordination/Communication Approach
This is an ongoing task for the Complete Streets Advisory Committee which may or may not be progressed sufficiently at the time that the New Visions 2040 Issues paper will need to be completed. 

5. Materials for soliciting public input (info-graphics, survey questions, visualizations, photos, etc)

Other items to incorporate into the Working Paper - 
6. NYSDOT’s ADA transition plan should be incorporated into New Visions
7. Review NYSMPO Integrated Design study resources/Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) resources
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